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Iregislative ?tssembtg
Wednesday, I I June 1986

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBER
The Clerk announced the return of the writ

for the electorate of Kalamunda.
Mr Thompson took and subscribed the Oath

of Allegiance, and signed the Roll.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

Appointment

On motion by Mr Brian Burke (Premier)
resolved-

That the member for Scarborough (Mr
Burkett) be appointed Chairman of Com-
mittees.

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES

Appoint ment

The Speaker (Mr Bamnett) announced that
the following members had been appointed
Deputy Chairmen of Committees for the
present session-

The member for Gosnells (Mrs
Henderson)

The member for Subiaco (Dr Lawrence)

The member for Welshpool (Mr
Thomas)

The member for Albany (Mr Watt).

BILLS (18): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

I . Financial Administration and Audit
Amendment Bill.

2. Acts Amendment (Financial
Administration and Audit) Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
Brian Burke (Treasurer), and read a
first time.

3. Constitution Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Brian

Burke (Premier), and read a first
time.

4. State Government insurance Com-
mission Bill.

5. Acts Amendment (Action for Damages)
Hill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
Brian Burke (Treasurer), and read a
first time.

6. Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Scheme Amendment Bill.

7. Town Planning and Development
Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
Pearce (Minister for Planning), and
read a first time.

8. Valuation of Land Amendment Bill.
9. Local Government Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
Carr (Minister for Local Govern-
ment), and read a first time.

10. State Energy Commission Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Parker (Minister for Minerals and
Energy), and read a first time.

11. Builders' Registration Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr

Wilson (Minister for Consumer Af-
fairs), and read a first time.

12. Industrial Relations Amendment Bill.
13. Acts Amendment (Occupational

Health, Safety and Welfare) Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by* Mr

Peter Dowding (Minister for Indus-
trial Relations), and read a first time.

14. General Insurance Brokers and Agents
Act Repeal Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Wilson (Minister for Consumer Af-
fairs), and read a first time.

15. Transport Co-ordination Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Troy
(Minister for Transport), and read a
first time.

16. Building Industry (Code of Conduct)
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Peter
Dowding (Minister for Industrial Re-
lations), and read a first time.

17. Acts Amendment (Industrial Relations)
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by
Thompson, and read a first time.

18. Acts Amendment (Protection of
Community) Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by
Mensaros, and read a first time.

Mr

the

Mr
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SITINGS OF THE HOUSE
Days and Hours

On motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the
House), resolved-

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch of
business on Tuesdays at 2.15 p.m., on
Wednesdays at 2.15 p.m., and Thursdays
at 10.45 a.m., and shall sit until 6.00 p.m.
if necessary and, if requisite, from 7.15
p.m. onwards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Precedence: Tuesdays and Thursdays

On motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the
House), resolved-

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Government business shall take
precedence of all Motions and Orders of
the Day.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Appointment

The following sessional committees were
appointed, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of
the House)-

(1) Library Committee-the Speaker, Mr
P. J. Smith, Mr Tubby.

(2) Standing Orders Committee-the
Speaker, Chairman of Committees,
Mrs Henderson, Mr Watt, Mr
Stephens.

(3) House Committee-the Speaker, Mrs
Watkins, Mrs Buchanan, Mr Spriggs,
Mr Stephens.

(4) Printing Committee-the Speaker,
Mrs Buchanan, Mr Rushton.

(5) Public Accounts Committee-Mr D.
L. Smith, Dr Lawrence, Dr Watson,
Mr Crane, Mr Schell.

TREASURER'S ADVANCE
AUTHORIZATION BILL

Second Reading
MRt BRIAN BURKE (Balga-Treasurer)

[2.50 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The need for a Treasurer's Advance
Authorization Bill arises out of the Financial
Administration and Audit Act 1985 and if that
Act is to operate from I July this year, it is
essential that the Hill be passed prior to that
date.

Members will recall that the Financial
Administration and Audit Act passed in the
last session proposed to formalise the existing
Treasurer's advance arrangements by
establishing the Treasurer's Advance Account
as a statutory account, to record drawings from
the Public Bank Account for those purposes.

The Act also provides for the authorisation
for Treasurer's advance to be included in an
annual Treasurer's Advance Authorization Act,
which would specify both the monetary limit to
which the Treasurer could draw moneys from
the Public Bank Account and the purposes for
which the Treasurer's Advance Account may
be applied. The Act would lapse at 30 June
each year.

Members should note that under the new ar-
rangements the monetary limit prescribed
within the Treasurer's Advance Authorization
Act will be an authorisation, as opposed to the
current practice of seeking an appropriation in
both the Supply Act and the Appropriation,
(Consolidated Revenue Fund) Act.

Where payments are made in respect of new
items or for supplementation of appropriation,
those payments will be chargeable against the
Consolidated Revenue Fund or General Loan
and Capital Works Fund pending parliamen-
tary appropriation in the next financial year.

Payments for other purposes, by way of ad-
vance, will be repayable by the recipient.

The Bill now before the House seeks to auth-
orise the purposes for which the Treasurer's
Advance Account may be applied and to
specify a limit of $150 million for advances
from that account during the financial year
commencing 1 July 1986.

1 would point out that the limit specified
represents an increase of only $5 million on the
amount in the current year's Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund appropriation "advance to
Treasurer".

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Hassell

(Leader of the Opposition).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SECOND DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 1 0 June.
MR MacKINNON (Murdoch-Deputy

Leader of the Opposition) (2.52 p.m.]: At the
outset, I wish to extend to you, Sir, my con-
gratulations on your election to the position of
Speaker. I have done so personally but I wish to
do so as a pant of my contribution to the parlia-
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rnentary debate. I have never aspired to the
position of Speaker. It is the most difficult
position in the Parliament and I wish you well
in your onerous task of endeavouring to adjudi-
cate between the two sides.

I also extend my congratulations to all new
members of the Parliament, particularly to the
new members on the Opposition side, the
member for Murchison-Eyre and the meimber
for East Melville. I look forward to the day,
after the next election, when we are in Govern-
ment and I can congratulate many more Lib-
eral Party members.

I take the opportunity to recognise those of
our members who were defeated at the last
election. I refer to Hon. Dick Old, who was the
member for Katanning-Roe, Hon. Peter Jones,
the ex-member for Narrogin, and Hon. Bill
McNee the ex-member for Mt. Marshall. Each
of those members played a major pant with
their contribution to Parliament, and in par-
ticular to the Liberal Party. I also place on
record my thanks to other members who were
defeated or who retired at the last election, and
I refer specifically to Hon. Ken Mclver, the ex-
member for Avon and Hon. Ron Davies, the
previous member for Victoria Park. I am sure
Government members will pay their tributes to
those people at the appropriate time.

It is appropriate that I recap briefly on the
events of yesterday. They were events that had
not occurred, to my knowledge, prior to that
lime. Firstly, the Leader of the Opposition
requested permission to table an opinion from
Mr Daryl Williams QC on the question of the
payment of a salary to people elected to the
Legislative Council, before they officially be-
came members of Parliament. The Leader of
the Opposition yesterday quoted that opinion,
and I now quote it again for the benefit of
members. It reads-

On that basis the payments from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund to the mem-
bers-elect are made without legislative
authority and are therefore illegal and ultra
vires.

Government members would not allow the
Leader of the Opposition to table that docu-
ment. I cannot recall another occasion when a
member of Parliament, either from the
Government or the Opposition side, was
refused the opportunity to lay a document on
the Table of the House, particularly when we
had only 15 or 20 minutes left of the day for
that document to sit on the table for the infor-
mation of members. I also have never experi-

enced what followed. During a division the
Minister for Agriculture walked across the
Chamber and asked for a copy of the document
after he and his colleagues had refused the
Leader of the Opposition permission to lay the
document on the Table of the House. It is
absolutely amazing that the Government
refused permission to table the document-his
leader is obviously not interested in
ascertaining the opinion of an eminent
QC-and in the next second a Minister comes
across to this side of the House and asks for a
copy of the opinion. If the opinion was no
good, I wonder why the Minister was so inter-
ested in viewing the document? As a lawyer, he
will know that Daryl Williams QC has an excel-
lent reputation in this town despite his political
leanings.

We then had the example of both the
Premier and the Minister for Minerals and En-
ergy-and now the Minister for Health-
denigrating Mr Daryl Williams QC. The
Premier said that we had an opinion from a
failed Liberal candidate, and supposedly, be-
cause he was an unsuccessful Liberal candidate,
it would mean his opinion was not very good.
The Minister for Minerals and Energy had the
same view.

Mr Parker: The Leader of the Opposition
described Daryl Williams as an independent
barrister which he is not.

Mr Pearce: He is a paid up member of the
Liberal Party.

Several members interjected.
Mr MacKINNON: Is the member opposite

alleging that the Honourable Mr Justice Olney
is not giving independent opinions in the
court? I have yet to discuss with the Minister
for Minerals and Energy when we will be debat-
ing the Pancontinental legislation, but when we
do get to that debate, I will be quoting from a
media statement issued by the Minister on 14
January which relied on the opinion of the
same QC to which this Minister refers. The
Minister will say that he did not employ him,
that Pancontinentall did. The Minister referred
to Daryl Williams because he obviously agreed
with his opinion.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr MacKINNON: Daryl Williams may well

be a failed Liberal candidate, but the Minister
himself indicates in this Press statement that he
acknowledges his eminence and values his
opinion.

Mr Parker: I said there were six opinions, all
of them different.
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Mr MacKIINNON: If the time for debate
were to be extended to 45 minutes, I would
countenance the Minister's interjection.

It is an unprecedented situation. The Leader
of the Opposition was not allowed to table a
document, but the Minister for Agriculture
then wanted a copy of that document, even
though his colleagues-from the Premier to the
Minister for Health, a person on whom the
Premier relies-had refused permission to
table the document.

The second point to be made with respect to
yesterday's debate is that the Government
refused the Leader of the Opposition the right
to continue his remarks at a later date. The
Leader of the Opposition briefly referred yes-
terday to the precedent for that course of ac-
tion. In July 1980 Ron Davies, the then Leader
of the Opposition, did just that. He spoke for
20 minutes on the question of electoral reform,
an issue we understood that the then Oppo-
sition had very strong feelings about. At the
end of that 20 minutes, he requested the per-
mission of the House to continue his remarks
at a later date and his rights were respected. We
gave him that permission and he came back the
following day to continue his remarks.

Mr Pearce: There may not have been a meet-
ing the day before which made different ar-
rangements.

Mr Parker: Do you know whether he notified
the Premier on that occasion?

Mr MacICINNON: Yes, I do; he did not.
Mr Pearce: But there was no other arrange-

ment.
Mr MacKINNON: In my opinion, that is

absolutely beside the point. The Leader of the
Opposition took an appropriate opportunity.
We never discussed whether the Leader of the
Opposition would make any comment at that
time and the Leader of the House would not
expect us, in conforming to normal parliamen-
tary processes, to so inform him.

The Opposition has the ability at any time to
raise issues which we hope are particularly em-
barrassing to the Government and we follow
particular procedures to do it. We do not tele-
graph our punches to the Government! The
Leader of the Opposition indicated yesterday
that he was not about to speak for 45 minutes
or an hour. He wanted merely to make a brief
point, table the document and sit down.

Mr Pearce: We were unable to use the forms
of the House to answer him. That is what was
unfair about it. That is why we used the forms

of the House to deny him that opportunity. If
an arrangement had 'been made it could have
been accommodated.

Mr MacKINNON: The absolute absurdity of
the Minister's comments is borne out by the
fact that the Leader of the Opposition wants to
table an opinion in the Parliament to make a
point. Had he wanted to maximise publicity, he
could have held a Press conference, but it was a
matter of concern and interest to the Parlia-
ment, relating as it does to parliamentary mem-
bers. Therefore, the Leader of the Opposition
chose to use the forms of this House. If the
Leader of the House believes that he was
wrong, he has the vast resources of Covern-
ment to denigrate the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. He could get the Government's 25 Press
secretaries, or however many there are, to ana-
lyse the document; he could get the Crown Law
Department to give us an opinion to denigrate
it; or he could call his own Press conference if
he wanted to do so. But why should he prevent
the Leader of the Opposition from continuing
his remarks at a later date? I believe that course
was taken because the Government was afraid
of what the Leader of the Opposition would
have had to say. The Government was embar-
rassed by that particular document; it was em-
barrassed by the Leader of the Opposition's
ability to show, on the opening day of Parlia-
ment, that the Government had acted im-
properly in relation to the payment of members
of Parliament.

I believe also that the Premier was afraid to
tackle the Leader of the Opposition head on in
the debate. He is well aware of what just
happened in Victoria Park and in Cockburn.
There were television advertisements showing
a photograph of the Labor Party's candidate. It
was suggested that a vote for Diane Airey was a
vote for one fellow, but a vote for the other
fellow was a vote for the Premier in Cockburn
or Victoria Park. Which leader's party received
a smaller percentage of the vote on election
day? The answer is the ALP. r-ian Burke's vote
went down. The Liberal Party's percentage of
the vote increased. That sort of advertising has
been shown for what it is, a scare tactic that did
not work and will not work. That is the other
reason, I believe, that the Government chose
not to allow the Leader of the Opposition to
continue his remarks at a later date. But as the
Leader of the House and the Premier know,
that will not stop the Leader of the Opposition
from having a say because the forms of the
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Parliament, thankfully, give him the oppor-
tunity of doing so over and over again if we
wish him to do so.

The third matter of concern and of interest
from proceedings yesterday is that the Govern-
ment refused to debate that amendment. It was
a serious amendment. There were issues
contained in that amendment that will impact
on all Western Australians. In view of the
warding of the amendment, it is not surprising
that the Government wanted to run away from
the debate. It censures the Government for fail-
ing to curtail Government spending- Clearly
the Government is concerned that that will be
shown to be the case. The Government wants
to run away fromn the point of view expressed in
that motion because it indicated that the
Government has made extravagant promises to
the electorate that, when fulfilled, would result
in unfair and unnecessary increases in State
taxes and charges. Above all, the Government
at the end of the day is not concerned about
those with whom we are concerned; namely,
the ordinary working people and pensioners of
Western Australia.

Mr Pearce: But you know perfectly well that
you and 1 had made an arrangement for that
amendment to be debated today. We did not
debate it yesterday because the arrangement
was that the Leader of the Opposition's a mend-
ment was to be debated today.

Mr MacKINNON: All we wanted was for the
Government to allow the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to continue his remarks today.

The facts are quite clear because the Govern-
ment was standing on its dig; the Government
got caught out; the Government was embar-
rassed and chose to pack up its bags and go
home. It chose to use the privileges of Pairlia-
ment to its advantage, but as can be seen by
any of the media reports today, nobody was
fooled by yesterday's action and the truth won
out as it usually does. The Opposition is
interested in debating the issues of concern and
the issues reflected in the amendment, and in
Comments from other political leaders around
Australia at the current time. The Government
may not be aware that the Federal Treasurer
has indicated his belief that if our country con-
tinues on its present course we will end up
being a banana republic. The Prime Minister of
Australia admitted last weekend at an ALP
conference that our nation is living beyond its
means. Our Premier must have some recog-
nition of that because he has called for restraint
by Government departments. I was therefore
surprised in light of all that when two lines only

of the Governor's Speech yesterday were
dedicated to comment about the economic
situation in Australia, or Western Australia, at
the current time. Those lines read-

Through the early part of 1985/86
Australia experienced strong economic
growth with tighter monetary policy being
used to slow down growth later in the year.

So much for economic comment by His Excel-
lency who delivered the Government's Speech
at the opening of Parliament; it was a surprise
to me, to say the least.

We will use the opportunity presented to us
in the Parliament to debate many of those
economic issues, the first of which must re-
volve around the manner in which this
Government has misused taxpayers' funds. I
will relate three areas of concern to us. Over the
ensuing months we will want to raise them in
this Parliament again and again as examples of
how the Government is misusing taxpayers'
funds.

First, I refer to the failed Paul Gadenne pop
concert. It amazes me that the Government
entertained the idea of promoting it in the first
place and that it then committed taxpayers'
funds to it. There is no role for Government in
the conduct of entertainment spectacles or pop
concerts. In this case the Government's folly
cost the taxpayers in the order of $200 000.
That in itself is but a small example of the type
of cavalier abandonment with which the
Government has approached the use of tax-
payers' funds.

Probably more importantly, because of the
added expense, is the matter of Government
advisers. I refer members to The West
Australian of 1 5 March. Janet Fife-Yeomans
wrote an article headed "Govt's aides bill
grows". The article reports on the fact that the
Burke Government's network of ministerial ad-
visers could increase to 35, boosting the wages
bill for the taxpayer to about $1.5 million. The
article continues-

Yesterday the Government refused to
provide a list of the current 26 advisers
without a guarantee that it would not be
published. The West Australian would not
give the guarantee.

Well done, West Australian Newspapers. Why
does the Government refuse to come clean
about the number of advisers? Why does the
Government not let us know how much it is
costing the taxpayers for these potential mem-
bers of Parliament? Some have been kept in a
job by the Government, courtesy of the tax-
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payer and are now sitting in this House. Why
does the Government not let the people of
Western Australia know how much these ad-
visers are costing? The answer to that question
is obvious: It would be highly embarrassing for
the Premier, the Prime Minister, and the
Treasurer of Australia at a time when they are
urging everyone to show restraint.

The third example of the misuse of funds,
which we shall obviously debate at some time
in the immediate future, is the enlargement of
the Ministry. It is proposed to increase the
number of Ministers by two at an estimated
cost of more than $650 000 per annumn for the
Ministers and their staff. This comes at a time
when the Premier is urging the community to
control its extravagance and to cut back in its
standard of living. The Prime Minister tells us
that we are living beyond our means, yet the
Premier of Western Australia is providing
more cars, more drivers, more advisers, more
staff and more office space at the expense of
the taxpayer. It is hardly a good example to set
if the Government wants the community to
heed its advice on exercising restraint.

The Federal Treasurer has admitted that we
are on the wrong path but despite that, the
State Government has had the gall over many
months, in fact over many years, to take the
actions it has. I can recall the Premier returning
from a Premiers4 Conference saying that he be-
lieved Bob Hawke and Paul Keating were the
best two things Australia had going for it. If
that is the case, I anm sure that there are other
banana republics in the world to which we
could export them.

The Opposition will be reminding the public
of Western Australia that the Government gave
100 per cent support to the fringe benefits tax
that is costing Western Australia dearly. It will
reportedly cost the State Government
approximately $8 million a year. That amount
could be used in the community for much-
needed and well-deserved community services.

In answering a question in this House yester-
day the Minister for Minerals and Energy
indicated that the fringe benefits tax has cost
the iron ore producers alone $16 million extra.

It will cause a loss of jobs and in fact has
already done so in the motor vehicle industry.
If any member doubts that statement, I invite
him to ring any motor car dealer at random to
ask how many staff have been put off in the last
six weeks.

The fringe benefits tax is unnecessary; it is
very complex and costly and it is double tax-
ation. I have heard the Leader of the Oppo-
sition call it double payroll tax. Many people
do not realise that is not deductable. The tax
has not been welt explained to the community
and it is not clearly understood that the tax is
payable whether or not a profit is made. In
other words, if a company is making a profit
the payment of the tax is not deductable and if
a company is not making a profit the tax must
be paid anyway. In effect, it is a fringe beniefits
levy. It has been totally supported by the
Premier of Western Australia. I can assure
members that the many hundreds of people
expected to attend a rally at Subiaco oval
tomorrow will be reminded of that fact.

In addition, and to the great shame of this
Government, it has also supported totally a
capital gains tax and negative gearing proposals
that have brought into stark relief the real
needs of many people in our community who
are less well-off than others. As a direct result
of the capital gains tax, the abolition of nega-
tive gearing provisions and high interest rates,
investment in rental properties in Western
Australia has almost dried up. If any member
doubts that statement I invite him to ring any
number of real estate agents in Perth at random
to ask how many investments in rental prop-
erty they are handling at the moment.

A further question that could be asked is by
how much rentals have increased during the
last three to five months. The answer to that
question would probably be in the order of 30-
100 per cent. It is obvious that by and large
those renting houses cannot afford to buy their
own home and could generally be assumed to
be the less well-off in the community.

What has the Minister for Housing done
about this situation? He is supposed to have a
caring attitude towards those people in need;
after all, he is in charge of welfare housing. He
has said nothing publicly. He has failed absol-
utely in his responsibility to that section of the
community for which the Opposition cares,
shows an interest in, and assumes a responsi-
bility to protect. I refer to those people who
need to rent a home and for whom this
Government has done nothing. It has taken no
practical steps with regard to this absolutely
disgraceful proposal which has now become
legislation in the Federal Parliament and is
having such a devastating impact on that sec-
tion of the community.
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The Minister for Housing will pay the price
in due course for his lack of action. It is a
wonder that he can sleep at night with this
matter hanging over his head. I understand
from private sources that he has been making
the right noises in the industry and has been
examining the impact this has had on the com-
munity. However, has any member seen one
statement, or one public protest from this
Government with regard to the abolition of
negative gearing provisions and capital gains
tax proposals? There has been none and there is
not likely to be one.

When one considers this situation and the
Premier's comments in April 1982, it is mind-
boggling. It is a wonder that he can sit in this
Parliament with a straight face. During a de-
bate on 28 April 1982 the Premier said-

1 conclude by saying this: While it looks
after its own backyard, it is high time this
Government took a much more visible
stance in opposition to personal income
tax rates which are amongst the most in-
iquitous in the world and which are
destroying initiative in areas members op-
posite claim to have a special responsi-
bility to represent.

I could almost quote those words back to the
Government today. What change has been
made in the personal income tax rate since
1982? The rate has stayed basically the same
but extra taxes have been piled on top of the
basic rate. The Premier was very vocal in his
condemnation of the system in 1982. He says
now that Bob Hawke and Paul Keating are the
best two things Australia has going for it at the
moment. I can assure members that Brian
Burke is not the best thing Western Australia
has going for it at the moment.

I ask members to bear in mind the letter
referred to by the Leader of the Opposition
yesterday. The Premier tried to dismiss this
letter during question time by saying that it was
a letter from the Under Treasurer and he really
did not have anything to do with it. I quote
from that letter dated 21 March 1986 which
referred to a request from the Premier in regard
to a budget review-

He has asked that in analysing expendi-
ture options an increase of 11.0% should
be assumed for salaries and wages (i.e.
wages and salaries for 1986/87 should be
11% higher than the actual amount spent
in 1985/86 including award increases, but
on the basis of no new staff).

I ask my colleagues in the National Party how
many of their friends can look forward to an I I
per cent increase in their incomes, guaranteed.
I ask any member of the House whether he
knows of any working people who can look
forward to a guaranteed 11I per cent increase in
their living standards or salaries next year.

How many people in the community can
look forward to a certain increase in their taxes
and charges as a consequence of this commit-
ment by the Premier? The I1I per cent increase
in wages and salaries will feed through to in-
creases in taxes and charges. Those increases
will be significantly above the inflation rate, as
we have been saying for so long.

Amendment to Motion
As a consequence of that, and to enable these

issues to be debated, I move the following
amendment to the Address-in-Reply-

That the following words be added to
the motion-

But regret to inform His Excellency that
Her Majesty's Government of Western
Australia has-

(a) supported a pop concert at a cost
to the Government of in excess of
$200 000;

(b) employed expensive Government
advisers and so added
substantially to the costs of
Government;

(c) supported the Federal Govern-
ment's fringe benefits tax which is
now estimated to cost the State
many millions of dollars;

(d) supported the Federal Govern-
ment's capital gains tax and the
removal of negative gearing tax-
ation deductions for property,
which has led to a rapid increase
in property rentals;

(e) Allowed the Public Service to ex-
pand at an unacceptably high
rate; and

(f) failed to represent the interests of
the people of Western Australia in
negotiations and dealings with the
Canberra Labor Government;

and so ensured that both Government and
other costs to be paid by individuals and
business proprietors will continue to in-
crease at an unacceptable rate and so harm
the employment prospects of hundreds of
young Western Australians.
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MR HASSELL (Cottesloe-Leader of the
Opposition) [3.22 p.m.]: It is becoming
increasingly obvious that Labor Govern-
ments, both Federal and Western Australian,
could not care how much or how they tax
Australians. Once they have robbed the tax-
payer, those same Governments then could not
care less how they spend the money. Despite
the rhetoric of the past three and a half years,
we see the recent headline in the Sunday
Times, "Burke's Fat Cats Grow Even Fatter.
Huge public service growth".

There has been an I11 per cent increase in the
Public Service, and that figure takes no account
of the salaries of political advisers, consultants'
fees, contracting fees, and so on. It all has a
great sense of deja vui. We see the Government
announcing this year that it will impose con-
trols on the growth of the Public Service. Let
me remind the House of the Premier's own
statement of 22 June 1983, almost exactly three
year ago. That statement reads in part-

Announcing the measures, the Premier
and Treasurer, Mr Brian Burke, said in-
itially savings from measures in 1983-84
would be about $29 million, but the
greatest impact would be on Government
Financial management in the medium and
long-term.

In other words, as he announced, all these con-
trols and savings he was introducing in 1983
were to impact in the medium and long-term.
Here we find an I11 per cent growth in the WA
Public Service since this Government came to
power, despite a guarantee by the Premier, Mr
Burke, to reduce it.

Let us see what that guarantee was in 1983,
just after the election. The article reads-

... a reduction of 50 per cent in the rate at
which government employees are replaced
when they retire or resign. The expected
savings are $15 million. On May 30, Cabi-
net suspended all new or additional staff
appointments until further notice. A small
staff monitoring unit has been established
within the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet to deal with requests to the
Treasurer from Ministers for exemptions
from that decision.

Mr Burke said a continuing total freeze
on staff and non-replacement of those who
left would lead to some breakdown in es-
sential services, but the government's ad-
vice was that a cut of 50 per cent in the
replacement rate was practical. The policy
would not necessarily fall equally on all

departments and agencies, but would take
account of essential needs and the govern-
ment's priorities. This would enforce a
more efficient deployment of existing re-
sources.

That was to have had a significant long-term
impact. It was supposed to save us money.
Three years later, the Premier is trying to per-
suade us that he has some genuine measures to
cut expenditure and to cut back on the need to
increase taxes and charges.

So what do we believe? Do we believe what
he said three years ago, although he has not
carried out his promises, or do we believe what
he is saying today on a pig in a poke principle
that he might carry it out? Now the Premier is
flying off to Canberra espousing the need for
restraint, the need for us to tighten our bells
and cut spending, yet he himself is planning to
increase his Cabinet from 15 to 17 Ministers.

Three years ago he said he would cut the
Public Service. It has gone up by I1I per cent.
Now he says he will cut the Public Service, yet
he has increased his own Cabinet from 15 to
17; he has created a need for two new Minis-
tries with all the additional costs involved to do
the work carried out last year by two fewer
bureaucracies, and at the same time increased
the public sector by I I per cent.

The Premier cannot be dinkum. He cannot
expect people to go on believing these promises
and these statements when there is no sign of
performance. Is the Premier suggesting that the
two new Ministers will not have advisers and a
bevy of staff? Of course they will. He might cut
back on the odd nurse here or teacher there,
but if the past is anything to go by, the Premier
will not be cutting down on bureaucracy. In the
past three years it has been in the administrat-
ive and clerical areas that Government has
grown the fastest.

Then there is the infamous Paul Gadenne
concert. Who is this man Paul Gadenne? Let us
see what we know about him. We know Paul
Gadenne was a promot ion officer at 6PR at the
time he was engaged to promote the concert
with the Premier's mate, Bob Maumill.

Mr Pearce: Was he not once a member of the
Liberal Party?

Mr HASSELL: We know that Mr Gadenne
was promoted in the Burke Labor Government
advertisements, which said that although he
was a Liberal, business was better under Burke.
It certainly was better. It was better for Paul
Gadenne, but it was worse for the taxpayers of
Western Australia. That little entry into pop
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promotion cost the taxpayers of Western
Australia over $200 000. We know the full
story has not been told. We know that the
Premier was so anxious to protect the Western
Australian Development Corporation from
public scrutiny and public odium, that he took
personal responsibility for this WADC disaster.
Now the Premier says it will not happen again.
That is cold comfont for taxpayers forced to
fork out for this little foray by this Government
into entrepreneurial showmanship.

Then we have $140 000 for a rare stamp;
much appreciated no doubt by the Premier,
recently named in a leading financial publi-
cation as one of the country's top 10 art collec-
tors. All credit to him for being a top art or
stamp collector; it is to his credit. But should
the decision to spend $ 140 000 on a stamp be
made on the say-so of the Premier, and not the
experts employed in those departments?

Again it was the taxpayers who footed the
bill for the Premier's little indulgence. Those of
us who watch television however briefly-in
my case my viewing is very brief indeed-can-
not help but be made aware of the fact that
water is wonderful and technology is terrific,
because we are bombarded continually with ex-
pensive television commercials telling us how
wonderful water is and how terrific technology
is for Western Australia. Heaven knows what
that is achieving, but the taxpayers' money is
used as if there is no tomorrow to spread the
information about the benefits of these
Government monopolies. Goodness knows
what assessment is being made of the cost ben-
efits of those expensive advertising pro-
grammes which go on and on. Of course, it was
no coincidence that this Government's adver-
tising came to a crescendo in the weeks leading
up to the State election.

I turn to another area; members will recall
the Premier's saying, "I shall resign before I
introduce land rights in Western Australia".
Those are the now immortalised words used by
the Premier in the lead up to the State election.
However, within three months of the State elec-
tion Mr Burke's Government was pledging tax-
payers' money for a State-Comonwealth deal
entailing the expenditure of $25 million to buy
the land that could not be stolen by means of
land rights. Of course those purchases are to be
made on the basis of race and on terms and
conditions dictated by the racist intentions of
Clyde Holding.

On another occasion in another debate when
time permits, I shall read to the House the
letter Mr Clyde Holding sent to me when I

wrote him a note about some of his practices in
respect of land rights. In that letter Clyde Hold-
ing set out clearly, unequivocally, and
unmistakably, his continuing intention to im-
pose land rights in Australia and as of today he
is spending more taxpayers' money in the
Northern Territory doing those things.

Tomorrow night or Friday morning the
Premier will fly to Canberra for the Premiers'
Conference. We ought to be giving Canberra a
message at that conference. However, before I
refer to that message, I mention an article
which appears in today's Daily News. It relates
to what will occur at the Premiers' Conference
and what will be announced apparently in the
Prime Minister's speech to be broadcast from
Canberra tonight.

Among the items referred to on page two of
that newspaper article is the state ment-

States to get a two per cent real increase
in tax sharing funds for 1986-87, but
borrowing limits to be imposed.

Perhaps the Premier knew about that some
weeks ago when he visited Mr Keating and
perhaps all this beating of the drum about in-
creases in taxes and charges has been a smoke-
screen to avoid the responsibility of exercising
restraint in the compilation of the State
Government's Budget.

Let it be clear that if, at the Premiers' Con-
ference, the Premier receives an increase of two
per cent in real terms in the funds allocated
from the Commonwealth to the State he will be
very much under the hammer to bring down
taxes and charges and not to increase them,
because with that kind of increase-a real
terms increase-in this sort of economic cli-
mate, there would be absolutely no excuse to
add to the burden of costs and inflation by
increasing rates, taxes, and charges in this
State.

The Premier and his colleagues had better
get the message loudly and clearly that the
people of this State, along with the people of
other States of Australia, have had enough of
this growing taxation burden. The Premier
should take some very simple messages to
Canberra tomorrow on behalf of the people of
Western Australia. He should tell the Prime
Minister and his Treasurer that Western
Australian taxpayers have been bled dry. He
should tell Mr H-awke that there is nothing left
to take.

The Premier should tell Canberra that West-
ern Australian farmers and other workers in
this State cannot afford the employee fringe
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benefits tax, national superannuation, the ever-
increasing costs of fuel taxes, and the loss of
negative gearing, which has been referred to by
my colleague. The loss of negative gearing will
impose an additional burden on people renting
housing and it will result in increased rentals.

The Premier should tell Mr Hawke that those
in the Pilbara cannot afford to pay an extra $40
million in employee benefits tax. Why was not
the member for Pilbara moving a motion about
that matter yesterday instead of worrying about
issues with which she has not been able to come
to grps? Why was not she dealing with the real
problem of the employee benefits tax?

There is no question that this Government
has supported those taxes. I hope that, having
made that mistake in the past, the Premier will
now redress it and tell the Prime Minister that
jobs will be lost in this State because of the
iniquitous employee benefits tax-a tax that
this State Government supported.

The Premier should tell the Prime Minister
and his Treasurer that small businesses cannot
afford to pay a capital gains tax; that already
that tax is reducing the value of business in this
State and is draining incentive from this
country faster than if the Labor Government
slashed the nation's wrists and left it to bleed to
death.

I suggest that the Premier tell Mr Hawke that
he has no constitutional right to charge West-
ern Australian taxpayers a fringe benefits tax
for the houses, cars, and other so-called
"benefits" awarded to State and local govern-
ment employees. Section 114 of the Consti-
tution states specifically that the States shall
not tax the Commonwealth and the Common-
wealth shall not tax the States on property of
any kind belonging to the States.

The Premier should not go to Canberra and
offer to pay the tax if he gets a concession.
Rather, the Premier should think first as to
what that means. Firstly, such a stance
amounts to conceding to the Commonwealth
that it has the right to tax the assets of this
State. Secondly, and more importantly in the
short term, it means that the Commonwealth
will have to raise the extra money to pay for
the concessions so another tax burden will be
added.

It is a ridiculous situation to have Govern-
ment taxing Government; taxpayers' money
being shovelled from one pocket to another and
imposing a burden on State and local govern-
ment to raise the money from another source.

Sir Joh Bjelke Petersen in Queensland-he
might well be called $ ir Joh Bjelke Queensland,
because he is so well-entrenched with the
peopte of that State-has read his copy of the
Constitution. He is not prepared to lie down
and let the Commonwealth trample all over
Queensland in terms of its constitutional rights
by imposing a tax on a State 'Government. He
has pledged that he will stand up for the tax-
payers of Queensland and will fight the tax all
the way to the High Court.

Why does not the Premier of this State take
that position when he goes to the Premiers'
Conference in Canberra? Furthermore, when
the Premier goes to Canberra tomorrow he
should not support the Labor politics of' envy
exercised by a Labor Government which wants
to strike a financial blow at every Australian
who seeks to work a litle harder in order to
improve his lot. The Premier should not go to
Canberra and give away these things because
he was foolish enough to commit himself to
them and to the tax package at the ta summit.

The Premier should not repeat that mistake.
He should not go to Canberra and support a
Government which is striking at every
Australian's incentive, at the right of people to
work, at their desire to work, and at their desire
to succeed.

The Premier should not go to Canberra with
the attitude that if Australia's great resource
industries are successful, if they are working
well, and if they happen to provide a few ben-
efits to their employees in remote areas, they
should be taxed for that and that it is wrong
that those industries happen to be making a
profit.

We have a Labor Government which wants
to wield a tax hammer over farmers who are
then forced to leave the land; a Labor Govern-
ment which wants to close small business so
that it can retain its big Government, big busi-
ness, big union control syndrome.

The Premier should not support those who
are undermining our State just because it is
politically convenient to do so. The Premier
failed the people of Western Australia when he
tripped off to the tax summit and supported
the tax package which is now being put in place
by Mr Keating and Mr Hawke. That tax pack-
age is bringing Australia to its knees and it is
the cause of the lost confidence which is at the
very heart of the present economic crisis. The
dollar did not go down overnight because
Australia was less wealthy overnight. Interest
rates did not go up overnight because of some
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economic cause which arose overnight. The
dollar went down and interest rates went up
because the world and Australia lost confi-
dence. It lost confidence, in particular, because
of these taxation measures which are to be
introduced and which provide disincentives.

Let us hope the Premier of this State will not
repeat the scandalous performance of going to
Canberra and supporting the Labor Govern-
ment there just because it is a Labor Govern-
ment. Let us hope the Premier will go to
Canberra tomorrow and fight for Western
Australia's financial survival. Let us hope he
will oppose the tax package. Let us hope he will
oppose the Bill of Rights. Let us hope he will
tell the Federal Government that the Western
Australian people have had enough and have
paid enough, and that they want a system in
which there is incentive, hope, opportunity,
and a real future. There is none of those under
the present regime while the present direction
is being followed. An opportunity exists for
change but it needs people to fight for it; but
while the Premier goes over there and meekly
supports these sorts of measures, we will get
nothing.

I support the amendment.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga.-Premier) [3.41
p.m.]: It is unfortunate that nothing appears tohave changed as a result of the last election, at
least in terms of the Opposition's adoption of
planes on which to carry out its debates. How-
ever, fortunately the amendment moved by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition gives me an
opportunity to outline for members of this Par-
liament, on the eve of the Premier's Confer-
ence, the budgetary situation that confronts our
State and the sort of problems we will be
seeking particularly to solve as a result of the
arguments that proceed at the Premier's Con-
ference. Before doing that I want to answer one
or two of the things said by the two speakers for
the Opposition.

Firstly, referring to the contents of the letter
which was referred to by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition and which spoke of allowances
to be made in departmental budgets for salary
and wage increases for the 1986-87 year, I
make the point that the assertions of the Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition reflect his abysmal
knowledge-which is disappointing and sur-
prising because he is a qualified accountant-
of the budgetary procedures that are followed
not only by State Governments but also by
other~ business organisations.

I concede that the Leader of the Opposition
is a professional lawyer and perhaps does not
have the grasp of economics that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition should pretend to
with his accountancy qualifications. I will
touch on some of the mistakes made by the
Leader of the Opposition in a moment; they are
understandable because he does not really fol-
low the budgetary process. Hec does not under-
stand that the ta sharing grants are a
proportionally small part of the total revenues
received by the State. I can understand that,
and no doubt when that is explained to him, he
will understand it.

Let us consider the question of the I11 per
cent increase in wages for which the depart-
ments were asked to make allowance. First of
all, there was the flow-on cost of staff
appointed in 1985-86. That amounted to 0.7 of
one per cent. It is not a wage rise, as the Leader
of the Opposition tried to say it was. That is
not extra wages being paid to anyone. That is
simply the additional cost of staff appointed in
1985-86. So, the Leader of the Opposition does
not know what he is talking about.

Then there is the flow-on cost of award in-
creases granted in 1985-86, which is 3.7 per
cent. What does the Leader of the Opposition
want us to do-not pay the increase that was
awarded last year in the following year? lie is
an economic pygmy if he thinks that a wage
rise granted by the Industrial Relations Com-
mission lasts for 12 mnonths only and does not
carry on for the next 12 months.

The Leader of the Opposition says that that
is an extra payment in wages. He says it is
financial irresponsibility if the Industrial Re-
lations Commission grants a wage rise one year
of 3.7 per cent and we pay thit amount the next
year. The Leader of the Opposition does not
forgo his salary increases the year after they are
awarded and accept them only for one year. In
an y case, that is 4.4 per ce nt Of th is I1I per cent.

Let us consider now the provision for salary
increments, including the allowance for
broadbanding, something which will save
millions of dollars and which has been the most
revolutionary change in the Public Service
classification and incremental procedures in
the State's history. There is an allowance of 2.1
per cent for broadband i ng.

The Leader of the Opposition might argue
about that if he wants to; he might say it is an
increase and somehow or another we should
not have introduced broadbanding. If he wants
to say that, that is an argument we can enter-
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tamn. What he cannot say is that suddenly that
is an increase in wages of the sort referred to by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

Then there is the prospective sectional in-
creases, particularly in the health area; this is a
change of classification of people and rep-
resents 0.8 per cent. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition might say that doctors, once assigned
certain sectional classifications, shall always re-
main in those classifications, and blow the In-
dustrial Relations Commission, blow the Pub-
lic Service Arbitrator when he was exercising
his decision-making power; let us just say they
will stay there forever in the same -sectional
classifications they formerly occupied. It is
nonsense to say that somehow or other those
sectional increases are wage rises across the
public sector. That is not right.

Then we have an increase of between two per
cent and 3.5 per cent as the total estimated
effect of 1986-87 national wage award in-
creases. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
was not to know that some of those changes
would occur; but he must have known-and is
guilty of absolute dishonesty in the intellectual
sense-that the 3.7 per cent flow-on cost of
award increases granted last year had to be
taken into account.

Mr MacKinnon: None of which you
opposed.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Of course we accept the
accord.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is the difference

between this Government and the previous
Liberal Government: We accept the national
wage rises. What would the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition do-not pay them and be
hauled before the court? He may argue one way
or the other, but he has been caught out once
again not knowing the components.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the Op-

position lives in cloud cuckoo land.
Mr MacKinnon: Who appointed the staff?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: We did; but that does

not represent wage increases for this year. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is supposed
to be an accountant. I do not know really why
he came into Parliament, leaving his account-
ancy practice, but I am starting to get a sneak-
ing suspicion.
(3)

The first thing is that the flow-an cost of new
staff appointed last. year cannot be called a
wage increase.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I will go right through
them all again.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I think the
interjections are too many. I heard "I I per
cent" about 15 times. I called for order from
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition on three
occasions and on two occasions I did the same
for the Leader of the Opposition. If the Premier
is allowed to continue his address you might
get the answers you want, and I am sure you
will get the opportunity to speak. I will then
accord you the same treatment as I am accord-
ing the Premier of Western Australia. Let us
stop these ridiculous interjections.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: One is tempted to say
that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who
was heard in comparative silence, cannot take
it.

He claimed that wages were to increase by I11
per cent and he even turned around and said to
everyone, "Those farmers among you, those
small business people among you: Are you go-
ing to be paying your employees I I per cent
more?" yet 3.7 per cent of that I I per cent is
simply the flow-on from last year's increases.

We may have made a mistake in appointing
people-I do not know-but the flow-an cost
of 0.7 per cent is also included in the figure of
11 per cent.

Mr MacKinnon: You appointed all those
people; nobody else did.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition just said that.

Mr MacKinnon: Of course I did. He is trying
to tell us that somebody else is to blame.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am not saying anyone
else is to blame. I am simply saying that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is wrong in
trying to draw from the 11 per cent all the
implications he states. The Government may
have been wrong in appointing staff last year
and there may be some culpability-I do not
know-but the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition cannot say that those wage payments
next year represent a wage increase. He said
that.
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Mr MacKinnon: 1 cannot understand how
your staff can remain stable, which was your
statement, with no increase in the Public Ser-
vice this year, when we have an IIt per cent
increase because of people appointed last year.
It does not make sense.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No one said it was I I
per cent. I said it was 0.7 of one per cent. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is wriggling.

Mr MacKinnon: Your letter says I11 per cent
and there will be no staff increase.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is for this year,
1986-1987.

Mr MacKinnon: That is what the letter says.
That is what I am talking about- I I per cent
this year.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I think the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is deliberately trying
to confuse the situation because the flow-on
costs of the staff total last year is 0.7 of one per
cent. Does the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition accept that? We may be wrong in having
appointed that number of people-I do not
know-but that is the flow-on cost.

Mr MacKinnon: You have got to understand
that your letter says that there is no staff in-
crease; it stays the same but they all get paid 11I
per cent more. That is what your letter said,
unless I read it incorrectly. I will quote it again
if you like.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I will go through the
letter again because the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is being less than honest. I will
touch on the points again.

Although the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition may try to deny the facts, they are:
Firstly, that the flow-on cost for new staff
appointed last year will be 0.7 of one per cent,
so that is not an increase in wages; secondly,
the flow-on cost of award increases granted in
1985-86 is 3.7 per cent, so that is not an in-
Crease in wages. Thirdly, the provision for sal-
ary increments including the broadbanding ef-
fect is 2.1 per cent. The Opposition can argue
that perhaps broadbanding is unwise and we
should not have introduced it, or that the al-
lowanc for broadbanding is unnecessary and
unwarranted; so put that 2. 1 per cent to one
side. Then prospective sectional increases par-
ticularly in the health area-0.8 of one per
cent. Unavoidable-do not put it to one side.
The total estimated effect of the 1986-87
national award wage increases, two per cent to
3.5 per cent-we must count those as a wage

increase so at the maximum we have 5.6 per
cent. I would argue about the broadbanding
and I would say that the broadbanding-

Mr MacKinnon: Including broadbanding for
1985-86, including award increases, but on the
basis of no new staff.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No new staff in 1986-
87.

Mr MacKinnon: It sounds fairly similar to
me.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition sounds fairly simple to me, be-
cause he does not seem to be trying to follow
the argument. That explains the I I per cent
which suddenly retracts to 3.5 per cent.

Mr MacKinnon: Suddenly your mind
retracts.

Mr BRIAN BURK.E: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has sallied forth without
bothering to check the facts. He should have
known that he was being foolish when he
turned around to members on that side of the
House and said, "How many of you farmers
will be paying I I per cent more to your em-
ployees this year?" and they all looked vacantly
at him and decried the payment of an 11I per
cent increase to those people. Yet as those facts
show, the I I per cent that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition claims the Government would
pay people is absolutely dishonest.

From discussions with Treasury officials
today I obtained the following information
which may be of interest to members of Parlia-
ment. We are expecting an increase in State
Government revenues of something less than
three per cent during 1986-87, taking into ac-
count the two per cent real increase in the tax-
sharing grants that the Commonwealth is
obliged to pay us.

Mr MacKinnon: And the three per cent!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: That less than three per

cent increase has its origin in a number of facts.
But I should firstly say that the comparable
increase in revenue in 1985-86 was nine per
cent; that was something in excess of the eight
per cent inflation rate while the anticipated
amount of less than three per cent for 1986-87
will be far below the inflation rate, especially
when the increase in population is taken into
account.

So with an inflation rate of seven per cent
predicted for the next year, the increase in
State Government revenues from all sources
including the two per cent-plus in real terms
from the tax sharing grants, will be less than
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three per cent. The reasons for that can be seen
most readily by a cursory glance at the rev-
enues from specific areas. For example, in the
next financial year, mining revenue will be
down 17 per cent in real terms and that figure
comprises lower royalties from all natural re-
sources exported from our State, but princi-
pally iron ore and nickel. In regard to pet-
roleum there will be a 46 per cent real decrease
in revenue collected by the State.

Mr Laurance: Is it now 45 per cent?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It is 46 per cent in real
terms to the State.

Mr MacKinnon: Why is it down?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Because prices are
down.

Mr MacKinnon: No, if we had had a royalty
on oil which was ad valorem; in other words, if
it was charged per litre it would not have been
down.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: They would have
closed off production, you fool. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition would be charging
them royalties higher than the price fetched by
the barrel of oil.

Mr MacKinnon: No, you wouldn't. Are you
saying that royalties paid to the State are more
than $12 a barrel?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The refineries would
have been shut down if that was the case. When
the Commonwealth talks about the worsening
terms of trade, an influence that impacts upon
Western Australia much more severely because
Western Australia is a greater exporting State
than others, and while output may be accept-
able in terms of volume, commodity pnices are
languishing and are affecting those key areas I
referred to, and, of course, affecting our real
production.

Given a situation in which we have increased
revenues of less than three per cent, traceable
to those worsening terms of trade or com-
modity prices, it is very difficult to understand
how the Leader of the Opposition can claim
that the two per cent real increase will solve all
our problems. Obviously the Leader of the Op-
position was mistaken as to the effect of the
two per cent increase, thinking of a two per
cent increase in real terms in total revenue. Of
course it will not do so and the revenue share
that comprises the tax-sharing grant is only
about a quarter of the total revenue received by
the State, so the Leader of the Opposition
overlooked that vital fact.

In addition, the Government has reduced its
demand for capital by about 20 per cent in real
terms in an effort to accommodate the Federal
Government's desire as far as possible to have
public sector borrowing authorities withdraw
from the market to provide space for the pri-
vate sector.

Complicating or compounding the difficult-
ies is an anticipated population growth of 1.2
per cent. Western Australia is growing faster
than the other States of Australia and of course
that compounds all the inflationary problems
we have in trying to make our revenues meet
our expenditures.

I wil11 answer briefly some of the points of the
amendment, having covered most of the
substance of the two principal arguments put
forward. First, in regard to the pop concert the
Government has said it accepts absolutely that
the loss was something which should have been
avoided. By the way, the loss is more than
covered by the sponsorship collected by the
Events Foundation, and only a certain amount
of that money was allocated to the pop. concert.
That loss is regrettable but of course it stands
nowhere near the size of the loss that the pre-
vious Government, the Liberal Party Govern-
ment-the best money managers in the
world-were responsible for in regard to
Bunbury Foods Pty Ltd or the West Trade
Centre. Those economic miracle workers
managed to be beguiled by a Paraguayan into
putting millions of dollars into an edible oil or
an edible seeds food factory.

We could have had the Queen Mother sing-
ing the latest Rolling Stones song at a failed
concert for the amount of money the previous
Government put into Bunb cry Foods.

What about the West Trade Centre? The Op-
position when in Government was responsible
for the loss of millions of dollars. The Oppo-
sition does not want to talk about extravagant
losses when it has to its record such out stand-
ing contributions to that argument as the West
Trade Centre and the Bunbury Foods exercise.
That Government lost millions of dollars.

We have had the argument about Govern-
ment advisers ad nauseam, and I do not know
how we go on answering those sorts of argu-
ments except to say that we are committed to a
policy in relation to the advisers that is current
in every State of the Commonwealth, and it is
interesting to see the Liberal Premier of
Tasmania advertising for advisers.
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They complain about Government advertis-
ing! Do members nat recall the pages of Job
Bank advertising? Talk about Government ad-
vertising prior to an election-page after page
of Job Bank advertisements, and the only dif-
ference between those of the then Government
and ours is that theirs were insincere and dis-
honest and ours tell the truth about the Water
Authority and the SEC.

The Government rejects the amendment.

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) t4.02 p.m.]: It
is an honour to be able to stand here and sup-
port the amendment moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. It is obvious it is a
plea on behalf of the taxpayers and the poor
people of this State because we are the only
people prepared to stand up for their interests
in this Parliament.

I have the next 20 minutes to demonstrate
that point, but I would like to respond first to
some of the Premier's remarks.

It is being said widely around the State that
the Premier is ill. I do not know whether that is
true; he seemed to have some liver disorder
this afternoon, If he has a problem it is
probably dyslexia. I think he is suffering from
political dyslexia.

We gave evidence here today that the
Premier, through his Under Treasurer, wrote to
every departmental head and said they should
allow for their staff costs to be increased by I I
per cent this financial year. It is going to cost
the taxpayers of this State 11I per cent more
than last year to pay the public servants. That
was the point we were making. We were telling
the public that this was a letter that had gone
out from the Premier's own Under Treasurer to
the heads of departments. We are saying that
somebody has to foot the bill. The taxpayers
will be hit with this extra cost. The Premier
tried to tell us this was not so. He added up
"1point this" and "point that" and tried to tell
us it was three-fifths of five-eighths of very
little at all.

That is not the case. It is I I per cent more
than last year, and taxpayers will foot the bill.
The Premier will come along with extra taxes
and charges on top of those imposed by his
Federal mates and ask the taxpayers of this
State to pay up. If the Premier tries to talk that
away and turn his blind eye to it, it is obvious
he has political dyslexia. The extra cost will be
paid by the taxpayers of this State.

It was regrettable that the Governor in his
Speech yesterday did not refer to some of these
problems but left it to the Opposition to point
out the terrible situation we are in, We have
heard a lot about Mr Keating being the best
Treasurer in the world. The gloss has dimmed
very quickly on that description. It has been
said that Mr Keating's 3-curve is right on
course and has gone right around the bend.

Mr Blaikie: Does a I-curve mean that things
have to get better before they get worse?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would rather
hear the member for Gascoyne and nobody
else.

Mr LAURANCE: The Federal Treasurer is
waiting for something to turn up. He was
waiting for the i-curve to turn up but
unfortunately it did not. He had it upside
down!

We are in a serious situation. The taxpayers
of the nation know that we are in a desperate
situation. The Government tried to gloss over
it yesterday, although the Governor referred
briefly to the state of the rural crisis. That has
been with us for some time, and it has got
deeper and worse. It has spread to all sectors of
the economy, and we are in dreadful trouble
mainly because of the Federal Government's
policies which are supported right down the
line by members opposite. Members opposite
are supposed to be governing the State but have
led the taxpayers into the despair they now
face. It is a terrible situation, and the difficult-
ies forced upon the nation by the Federal
Government will be added to by this Govern-
ment.

I want to refer to two aspects mentioned in
the amendment, the first being housing. I refer
to part -d" of the amendment which states that
the Government has-

Supported the Federal Government's
capital gains tax and the removal of nega-
tive gearing taxation deductions for prop-
erty, which has led to a rapid increase in
property rentals;

What about the poor people of this State?
One would have thought when the Government
appointed a man of the cloth to sit in this place
as a Minister-and we changed the laws of the
land to allow him to take his place-that he
would have done something for the poor
people. it is not only the people of his own faith
who have been affected, but also those of every
faith. We have the highest interest rates in the
history of this nation. People are trying to buy
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houses or borrow money to build housing to
accommodate poor people and give them a
roof over their bead.

On this side of the House we stand for pro-
viding the basic necessities of life and provid-
ing shelter for people so that they can have a
roof over their head. Members opposite and
this Minister deny people the right to have a
roof over their head. Have members tried to
get an investment rate of interest to put up a
place which people can rent? It will cost from
19 per cent to 22 per cent. If we had come in
here and wanted to change the level of interest
rates in the Money Lenders Act so that people
could charge 22 per cent, the Minister would
have ranted and raved. Now it is almost the
law of the land; it is almost an everyday occur-
rence under his Government.

The Minister for Housing has a house. I do
not know whether the Church provided it for
him, but he is all right. He has a roof over his
head. He is a member of an Administration
that has brought about a situation where we
have the highest interest rates in our history.

Let us look at the rental situation. No person
in this State can afford to pay rent. Rents are
going through the roof. The Government has
lost control of the rental situation. It will think
of a typical socialist answer to the problem in
the next few months. It will want to control
rentals and that will put more poor people out
in the street. Mark my words! Because the
Government has lost control of rentals it will
try to bring in some socialist controls, and that
will make the situation worse.

I have heard of some of the rentals being
received for property in Broome by some mem-
bers of this Government; they like to charge
high rentals when they own property. But if a
person wanted to borrow money and build a
place for people to rent he would first be
charged a usurious rate of interest. Then there
would be a capital gains tax on the property
and no allowance for negative gearing. The im-
mediate return on property is very poor, and
traditionally has been very low. It is only
through capital gains and negative gearing that
property is a reasonable sort of investment for
people to embark on.

If one adds together all those disincentives,
what happens? No-one builds any property,
and the rentals on existing properties start
rising. That is what has happened under this
Minister for Housing. Rents have gone
through the roof and no-one is investing be-
cause members opposite have put the stoppers

on. The Government says, "We do
people to own property or invest.
disincentives for this nation."

not want
We want

We told the Government it would happen. It
has happened under Labor Governments be-
fore, and it will happen again. It is as predict-
able as the nose on the end of one's face. It is
happening to the very people who invest in this
country and make it strong, and this country is
weak today. It is the colleagues of members of
this Government who have said Australia is a
banana republic. I know about banana repub-
lics because I represent one. The nation's
Treasurer has said Australia is a banana repub-
lic. No-one will invest in it.

The President of the Australian Council of
Trade Unions has said that manufacturers will
not manufacture and will not invest. It is this
Government that has stopped them. It has
given them the greatest disincentive in our his-
tory to do nothing. Mr Crean said that the
problem is that the rotten so-and-sos will not
invest. When will members opposite and their
colleagues learn and take off some of the inves-
tors' shackles which are preventing them from
building houses. Poor people want roofs over
their heads too.

Members opposite grow rich in this society.
They represent the academics; we represent the
people who care-that is, the people who need
homes. We ask the Government to take the
shackles off and give the poor people in our
society a go. That is this Government's re-
sponsibility. This Opposition has a social re-
sponsibility that the Government does not
seem to recognise.

Where is the Minister for Housing? He can-
not look anybody in the eye at the moment and
we know why. This country is experiencing the
highest interest rates in its history and housing
rentals have gone through the roof. What sort
of a Minister for housing would allow that to
happen? I suggest he is the Minister against
housing. He does not want people to have roofs
over their heads. What a disgraceful situation
that is. He says he will go to Canberra and fight
for more funds and that he will fix the problem.
However, if one approached him and asked for
a house, one would be told that there Was
none. We will introduce measures to provide
people with the opportunity to have some form
of basic shelter.

The transport situation in this State is also a
disastrous one. Hundreds of millions of dollars
are being lost at a time when this country is
virtually broke. One would expect to see at
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least some recognition of this problem by the
Government and see it do something about
reining in expenditure. One would expect to see
it take on more financial responsibility and get
off the backs of the taxpayers. The Federal
Government is bleeding dry the taxpayers of
this country to the extent that not much is left
after they finish paying their taxes. One would
think the State Government would try to ease
up. However, it is in for its cut as well. What
the Federal Government does not get, the State
Government will get!

One would think that the State Government
would have a financial responsibility in re-
lation to transport and bringing those costs
down. However, the Minister for Transport has
said that the Government will waste $150
million of taxpayers' money on electrifying a
rail system that is already a joke. This Govern-
ment is so financially irresponsible that it has
pressed into service rail carriages that were in a
museum and which have undercarriages that
were made in 1896. It is asking the people of
this State to ride in those carriages every day of
the week. It took the previous Government a
long time to pension those carriages off. They
were not being used when this Government
came to office.

This Government was further financially ir-
responsible by reopening the railway line to
Fremantle and then putting those old carriages
into service on that line. They cost an enor-
mous amount in maintenance because they
keep breaking down. They have reached the
end of their useful life. This Government has
now said that it is because of those factors that
it intends to electrify the suburban rail system.
Why does it not take some financial responsi-
bility and say that the State cannot afford it?

I will give some indication of the sort of
finances involved. The suburban railways at
the moment provide one per cent of passenger
services in Perth, the same as that provided by
taxis and taxis cost the public of this State
nothing. Last financial year a total of 98
railcars logged a total of six million kilometres
for only nine million passenger journeys, an
average of two-thirds of a kilometer for every
passenger. Each kilometer travelled cost the
traveller 75c, but cost the taxpayers $3.30 or a
total of $20 million in subsidies.

If we invest another $1 50 million in electrifi-
cation of the system-it would be economic
lunacy-the cost of the interest and the paying
back of some of the capital would raise the
taxpayers' subsidy to a shocking $8.30 for

every kilometre travelled. Every time a train in
the suburban network travelled one kilometre,
the taxpayers of this State would pay $8.30.

By comparison, for every rail passenger
journey motor vehicles make 90 passenger
journeys without costing taxpayers anything.
The owners pay huge levies in the form of fuel
costs,' licensing, and sales tax and have to make
huge contributions, on top of those costs, to
subsidising the rail passenger.

On the other hand, buses are carrying passen-
gers for much less cost to the taxpayer. Last
year, Metropolitan Transport Trust buses
logged 45 million kilometres for nearly 60
million passenger journeys, an average of three-
quarters of a kilometre for every passenger
journey. Each kilometre cost 49c but cost the
taxpayer $ 1. 10 or $50 million in subsidies.

We stick by our policy that taxpayers cannot
afford to pay to electrify the suburban railway
system and lock us into an antiquated service
that we cannot afford. It is extremely difficult
to justify that outlay in times of such economic
difficulties. In all conscience, how can we pro-
pose such outlays when we are in such tremen-
dous trouble? I plead with the Government
that enough is enough. The people have had
enough of Mr H-awke and Mr Keating and of all
their public blurbs. We believe Mr Keating is
probably the worst Treasurer this nation has
ever had. One has only to consider the situ-
ation we now find ourselves in.

This Government is charged with the re-
sponsibility of trying to get taxpayers out of
their problems. It has little enough time in
which to do it. It has less than three years to
achieve that goal or it will have to answer to the
electorate. While it keeps charging the people
of this country high rates of interest and while
we have a Minister for Housing who is pushing
property rentals through the roof, that goal will
not be achieved. The ordinary people of this
country deserve houses.

The Opposition cannot offer the taxpayers of
this State any solace. They will have to wait
until the next election. We ask them to be
patient. In the meantime, the Government can-
not expect them to support any of its policies.

I have great pleasure in supporting the
amendment stating that this Government is
tied inextricably to the Federal Government's
high taxing policies that are bringing this
country to its knees.

MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) [4.20 p.m.]: I
support the amendment moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. At the outset, I ad-
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vise the House that I am concerned about the
Premier's arithmetic when he states that there
has been a three or four per cent increase in
Government charges this year. It is evident,
from the letter sent by the Under Treasurer to
all Government departments, that the increase
in wages and salaries for 1986-87 will be 11I per
cent more than the actual amount spent in
1985-86. In my language, that would mean an
I I per cent increase, and the Premier cannot
dispute that fact.

Members on this side of the House represent
private enterprise and they realise that that sec-
tor of the community will be liable for at least
an I I per cent increase in Government charges
this year. The increase may be even greater
than that figure. It is the greatest impost that
has ever been placed on private enterprise and
the Opposition recognised three years ago that
this would happen. How can private enterprise
cope with these increases? It cannot. It is time
the Government learnt to tighten its belt.

It is easy for the Government to say that it
will increase wages and salaries by I I per cent
when it knows that it will have to increase
Government charges by It per cent. The
people of this State have no alternative but to
pay the proposed increases. Private enterprise
does not have any alternative but to tighten its
belt and, as a result, it is forced to create unem-
ployment because it cannot afford to carry the
increased charges imposed by this Govern-
ment. Many people in private enterprise have
been hanging on by the skin of their teeth and I
am sure that from I July-that is when the new
charges will come into force-they will have no
alternative but to give up.

It was interesting to note that when the tax
white paper was issued by the Federal Govern-
ment at the July 1985 summit meeting it was
stated that the proposals would benefit all
Australians except those who were tax avoiders.
or evaders. What a myth that turned out to be!
We all know that everyone in the community-
the little man, the big man and the avenage
worker-is facing these increases. Those people
who have been affected the most are those
involved in the motor industry, and the hospi-
tality industry and, of course, the primary pro-
ducers. The Government has virtually sent pri-
mary producers to the wall because of
increased costs. Others who have been greatly
affected by the increased charges include those
involved in the building industry and commer-
cial travellers.

One of the first taxes introduced in
September last year 'was the fringe benefits tax
which had an adverse effect on the restaurant
industry. Figures taken by industry consultants
show that the national downturn in trade in the
restaurant industry has been 15 per cent. How-
ever, in Western Australia the survey shows
there has been a downturn of 25 per cent. The
survey shows clearly that from the time the
fringe benefits tax was altered to 8 May, 20 000
restaurant jobs have been lost. Can members
imagine what is happening when in one indus-
try alone there has been a loss of direct income
tax and, of course, the added burden of unem-
ployment benefits?

At least in this State we do have a chance of
overcoming this problem within the next nine
months because of the America's Cup. Thank
the Lord that the cup defence will be held in
this State-it appears that in the restaurant in-
dustry we will have a shortage of employees.
However, that problem will be only short-term
and it will not overcome the long-term situ-
ation which will develop.

I have heard it said that the casino is the
cause of the downturn in the restaurant indus-
try in this State. That is not correct. The casino
has had a minimal effect on the restaurant in-
dustry. It is simply a fact that business people
cannot use as a tax deduction the money they
spend in the restaurant trade.

Mr Spriggs: It is legitimate.
Mr WILLIAMS: It is legitimate.
Thirty five per cent of the costs incurred by

the restaurant industry are attributed to labour;
we all know that it is a high labour-intensive
industry. Another factor is that many young
people, paricularly unmarried mothers, are
employed in it because the hours required to be
worked often suit young mothers. They are the
ones who will lose out. Local produce such as
fish, meat and vegetables comprise 35 per cent
of the costs incurred by restaurants and this
expenditure helps local industries. Twenty per
cent of the restaurants' costs are attributed to
local services such as electricity, and insurance.
Hopefully, the remaining 10 per cent would
represent a profit, which could be reinvested in
the State.

It is unreal to assume that people, particu-
larly accountants, cannot take their clients to
lunch and claim the cost as a legitimate deduc-
tion on their taxation return. If they were to
pay that money in advertising it would be tax
deductible. This illustration indicates to me
that the Government is trying to interfere in
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the marketplace and dictate how private
enterprise will operate. All the Government is
doing is creating unemployment and, above all,
it will receive less revenue.

A restauranteur in this State, whom I will not
name, in the last nine months has had a
$366 000 drop in his revenue and he has been
forced to reduce his employees to 33 from 47;
that is, a drop of 14. How can the Government
accept this?

The Commonwealth Government decided
that it would have a go at the housing industry
and it introduced negative gearing. In June
1985 Western Australia had a 2.5 per cent
vacancy in housing units. Today, there is a 0.5
per cent availability of units. It is a significant
reduction and it has been brought about by the
introduction of negative gearing. Since last
September investors have moved out of the
housing industry and have put their properties
on the market simply because they were not
obtaining sufficient return for their capital in-
vestment. Rental properties have now become
a non-viable investment.

It is interesting to note that in January this
year there were 1 778 listings for units and
today there are 1 958. In other words, more
people are moving out of the rental housing
industry. Only today I spoke with a real estate
agent who told me that he has at least 20 people
a week call at his office inquiring about rental
properties. He has no alternative but to turn
them away because there are very few rental
properties available and there is a large waiting
list.

Since last September, there has been an in-
crease in rents of 35 to 40 per cent. That is bad
enough. What will happen in the next 12
months if high interest rates continue? The ef-
fect on the building trade will be catastrophic.
The House can be assured that when the Lib-
eral Party gets back into power the decision to
remove negative gearing allowances will be
revoked. That, in turn, would create a problem
because investors would then come back into
the market and the prices of buildings would
increase, perhaps by 50 per cent. That would
have negative effects for the genuine home
buyer. Members of the Government may laugh
at that prophecy, but prices could easily rise by
50 per cent. The price of homes in the Eastern
States has increased by nearly 40 per cent in
the last 12 to 18 months. The only reason that
the price of homes in this State remains reason-
ably static-other than our geographical
position-is because it is easier to build on
sand. In this State, the footing for an average

home costs $500; the footing for the same
home on a flat block in the Eastern States
would cost up to $7 000.

Abolition of negative gearing allowances and
high interest rates make acquisition Of Proper-
ties for rental purposes an unattractive
proposition. Therefore, rental properties are at
a premium. The Real Estate Institute of West-
ern Australia (Inc.) issued a questionnaire to
people who are investors in property in an at-
tempt to estimate the effect of the quarantine
on negative gearing on the rental market. The
280 investors queried owned a total of 1 095
properties. One question asked the investor to
describe whether the properties were mainly
low cost rentals. A high percentage of investors
replied in the affirmative. Only 56 per cent of
investors said that any of their Properties were
negatively geared. Another question asked
whether the quarantine on negative gearing
would affect future property investment de-
cisions. Seventy-three per cent of investors re-
plied in the affirmative. The same question
then asked investors to indicate why such a
quarantine would have an effect on their future
investment decisions and put the question in
the following form-

If YES why?
(a) Investment would need to be profit-

able
(b) Rents would need to be higher
(c) Property is an unattractive investment

if no tax advantage
Those are the kinds of reasons being given by
investors for moving out of the industry.

The biggest impost of all will come on I July
when we will have this confounded fringe ben-
efits tax on motor vehicles. I do not think the
Government realises that 279 000 people were
employed in the motor vehicle industry at the
end of December last year. Sixty-three thou-
sand were employed in the manufacturing and
components area; 66 300 were employed in
retailing; and 150 000 were employed in auxili-
ary areas, such as service stations or tyre retail
outlets.

It is also interesting to note that new vehicle
sales dropped by 20 per cent in January and
February. It has been said in the industry that a
10 per cent drop in new vehicle sales would
have dire effects on the industry. I assure the
House that since those figures were calculated,
the situation has worsened, so much so that I
have been told unofficially that in New South
Wales in May of this year new car sales
dropped by 49 per cent. If such a decrease were
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to continue Australia-wide, the manufacturing
side of the industry in Australia would close
down, as would most of the retailing side of it.
That would leave the market wide open for
imported cars.

The Federal Government, through our so-
called greatest Treasurer of all time-a
Treasurer who turned out to be the worst-said
that the introduction of the fringe benefits tax
would result in a saving of $350 million. If
sales of new vehicles continue to decline, even
by 10 per cent, sales tax receipts would be
reduced by $125 million; income tax receipts
would be reduced by $118 million; and payroll
tax receipts would be reduced by $16 million.
In addition, stamp duty receipts would be
reduced by $25 million for this State and there
would need to be increased unemployment
benefits of $46 million. That is a total of $330
million. It means that the Government would
receive only $20 million of the anticipated
$350 million. Since those figures were arrived
at, the downturn in the sale of motor vehicles
has gone beyond 20 per cent and is holding
beyond 20 per cent, so it is reasonable to as-
sume that the Government will miss out on
$660 million in revenue. Thus, there will be a
net loss to the Federal Government of $310
million. Where is the sense in that? The
greatest Treasurer in the world has become the
greatest disaster Australia has ever known.

The devaluation of the Australian dollar has
made it easier for overseas vehicles to come
into Australia and the interest rate j ump has
been caused by the floating of the Australian
dollar. Interest rates have had to be pushed up
in an attempt to hold the dollar at a reasonable
rate. That has had an effect on the motor ve-
hicle industry as well as on housing and busi-
ness. In addition, the Government has insisted
on bringing in lead-free petrol which has
increased the cost of vehicles by five per cent.
Instead of there being a gain of $350 million to
the Government, there will be a loss of $310
million plus. The industry has indicated also
that if there were a downturn in new vehicle
sales of 10 per cent, it would mean a loss of
15 000 jobs. Members can estimate that with a
downturn of 20 per cent, 30 000 would be put
out of work.

I find it impossible to understand the think-
ing of the Federal Government. I find it im-
possible to understand the thinking of the State
Government which supports the fringe benefits
tax. The Government is in agreement with the
Federal Government on most of these matters
to the detriment of the people of this State, to

the detriment of the future of this State, and
the employment of people in this State. I cer-
tainly support this amendment.

MR COURT (Nedlands) [4.38 p.m.]: I ap-
preciate the opportunity to support this amend-
ment to the Address-in-Reply, particularly as it
is at a time when the Federal Government has
forced its new tax package through Parliament
and at the same time there is much public de-
bate in our community about the expenditure
of Governments. Before I comment on that, I
take the opportunity to congratulate you, Mr
Speaker, on your appointment and wish you all
the best in that important position.

Only yesterday at the opening of Parliament
the Government put forward its plans for the
forthcoming session. It was interesting that
only one day before the Prime Minister was to
make a very critical statement to the nation
and when our economy is in severe decline,
and, as previous speakers have mentioned, the
greatest Treasurer on earth is now talking
about Australia's becoming a banana republic,
the State Government did not even mention
the very serious problems which this country
and this State are facing. There was no mention
of the fact that the Government's tax package
has already affected Western Australian indus-
try. There was no mention made of the need for
an austerity drive by Governments to cut down
wasteful levels of government expenditure.

It was interesting that in question time yes-
terday a question directed to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy about the effects of the
fringe benefits tax on the mining industry drew
from him a longwinded, fumbling sort of
answer. He said that it would have an effect but
there would be an attempt to negotiate to make
sure that the burden would not be as great as it
otherwise might.

Without going into complicated details, the
fact is that our mining industry simply cannot
afford and does not want the fringe benefits
tax, so the Minister should not say that it is not
as bad as it could be. As the new Government
Whip, the member for Pilbara, knows only too
well, the fringe benefits tax is of great concern
to all the people in her electorate, yet what did
members opposite do last year when this was
proposed by the Federal Government? What
did they do when they had the opportunity to
oppose the tax package? They supported it;
they supported the Government's tax package.

The ramifications are very serious. The Min-
ister for Minerals and Energy has been to
Brazil. Other people opposite have been to
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Brazil also to have a look at the mining indus-
try in that country. The members of the iron
ore consultative council went. It was a good
move for them to go. The Minister has been to
many other countries like India and Canada to
inspect at first hand our competition; people
who are competing with us in the international
marketplace. From those visits he knows only
too well the tight marketplace we work in. It is
very competitive. We simply cannot put these
additional burdens on our industry. Even
though he might not say it publicly at the mo-
ment, I am sure the Minister is very concerned
about the impost that these new taxation pro-
posals are putting on that industry.

Mr Parker: I have made frequent public com-
ments about the specific impact of the fringe
benefits tax on the iron industry.

Mr COURT: Why did the Minister not do
something last year when he had the oppor-
tunity?

Mr Parker: I did.
Mr COURT: When members had the oppor-

tunity, as a Government they supported it.
Mr Parker: We have always said that as a

Government we were very concerned about it
and opposed to the specific impact of the fringe
benefits tax on remote areas.

Mr COURT: The Minister did absolutely
nothing about it. He might have been on one of
his trips overseas, but in this House the
Government supported the tax package last
year.

Mr Parker: We said we supported the thrust
of it. We support the thrust of the fringe ben-
efits tax also.

Mr COURT: The Minister supports the ef-
fect of the fringe benefits tax on remote mining
areas?

I want to mention the Minister for Industry
and Technology. In answer.to a questi on yes-
terday he said he has instructed his Industrial
Development Department to undertake a study
into the effect of the fringe benefits tax on in-
dustry in Western Australia. It is a little late
now to look at that when a year ago the
Premier was one of those who supported the
tax package. Now the package has already
started to take effect.

The previous speaker, the member for
Clontarf, explained what was happening in the
automobile industry and what has happened
already in the restaurant industry. The res-
taurant industry has been hit and the Minister
is now starting to look into the effects. That is a

ridiculous situation. The Minister in this State
is now starting to look at the effects of the
fringe benefits tax, the capital gains tax, the
entertainment tax, and so on. Why did he not,
before they were introduced, look at these taxes
and the effect they would have? He ridiculed us
last year.

Mr Parker: On some of the figures you are
quoting, there would not be a restaurant indus-
try now.

Mr COURT: Last Thursday or Friday a rep-
resentative body from the restaurant industry
came to meet the Opposition. The Government
is dealing also with this group. Those people
represented a broad cross-section of the res-
taurant industry. They made it very clear to us
that since the entertainment tax came into ef-
fect it has virtually destroyed the lunch busi-
ness in Western Australia. This is not the Op-
position making it up, this is the representa-
tives of the restaurant industry telling us the
position.

Mr Parker: Is that such a bad thing?
Mr COURT: I am saying that if it harms the

industry it certainly is a bad thing. If the Minis-
ter happened to be in the restaurant industry
and he lost his lunch business it would be a bad
thing, certainly.

The overall effect, so they told us, was that
any business related to corporate and Credit
card clients had been harmed. Whereas before
a company might launch a new product or
undertake some sont of promotion in a res-
taurant, that was no longer happening. We
were not just talking to restauranteurs. As
members know, this industry includes people
who cater for company functions. They also
were concerned at the effect this tax was
having.

We are not making this up. These people
came to see us and told us about the problem.

Mr Parker: If we had listened to you last year
there would not be a restaurant industry.

Mr COURT: The member for Maylands said
an area was the America's Cup. Additional
qualified staff would be required, for that
period only. They were also saying that the
entertainment tax has certainly hit the industry
hard.

But that is just the beginning. These people
went on to say that the fringe benefits tax and
the capital gains tax would have an additional
effect. One tourist group operates restaurants
and hotels in country areas. Its representatives
said they were particularly disadvantaged, be-
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cause to attract qualified staff to run their fa-
cilities in resorts presently being constructed,
they would have to provide quite a high level of
fringe benefits. Now they have the problem
that they are to be taxed for trying to attract
staff to major regional centres. They will be in a
worse position than those in the metropolitan
area.

Already the automobile industry has been af-
fected. Tomorrow there will be a major tax
rally at the Subiaco Oval. I hope members op-
posite will go along to that rally to listen to
what owners of small businesses and their em-
ployees have to say.

Mr Bryce: James MacDonald!

Mr COURT: What is wrong with James?

Mr Bryce: James would agree that he is fun-
damentally lacking a sense of objectivity and
balance. James would agree that he himself is
to the right of Genghis Khan, and he is proud
of it.

Mr COURT: Who is going to the rally
tomorrow? Attending will be representatives of
automobile dealers, the Housing Industry As-
sociation, electrical contractors, and the Pri-
mary Industry Association. As I mentioned, it
is not just the employers but their employees as
well. I hope members opposite wilt go along
and listen to them; to the concerns they have.
They want to tell the people in Government
what is affecting their particular industry. Even
the Federal Minister for Industry, Technology
and Commerce (Senator Button) is concerned
about the effects the fringe benefits tax will
have, not only on the automobile industry but
on all industries.

Mr Bryce: Will you join your leader and ad-
vocate that those people should ignore the law
and not pay the tax?

Mr COURT: The Minister should get his
facts straight before he starts saying that sort of
thing. Members opposite were not doing their
job. In the Victoria Park campaign, as the new
member for Victoria Park would know only too
well, it is not only the automobile dealers in his
electorate who are affected by the downturn in
car sales. Literally hundreds of service indus-
tries related to the automobile industry will
also feel the pinch. I am sure the new member
for Victoria Park knows that only ton well as
his electorate is full of that type of service in-
dustry which has been feeling the effect of the
downturn in sales. They are the sort of people
to whom members should listen.

We have mentioned the restaurant, the auto-
mobile and the tourism industries, but the im-
portant thing that members opposite must
understand is that all industries will be affected
by these taxation proposals. The Minister for
Minerals and Energy has now taken a special
interest in his area of responsibility and how
the taxes affect industries covered by his port-
folio. But the point is: What about all the other
businesses in this State? Is the Minister for
Minerals and Energy saying he will oppose the
fringe benefits tax?

Mr Parker: From a day or two after the pro-
posal was announced and it was possible to
analyse it, I and the rest of the Government
campaigned against the impact of that tax on
the remote area industries in this State.

Mr COURT: Just on those industries?
Mr Parker: They were the industries about

which I was concerned because of the pan ticu-
larly adverse effects that the fringe benefits tax
would have on them.

Mr COURT: What about the capital gains
tax?

Mr Parker: I think it will have a beneficial
effect.

Mr COURT: The Minister thinks it will have
a beneficial effect!

Members opposite talk about how important
small business is, but I just hope that tomorrow
they listen to the people-and not just to the
people who own the businesses but to all the
people who work in them. Most of these car
businesses employ perhaps half a dozen people
and these people have morning tea, lunch and
afternoon tea with their bosses. They know
what is happening in the company; they know
that if the boss gets hurt the business declines
and then they all get hurt.

I turn now to the expenditure side of things,
an area that seems to be ignored. We have had
the Premier telling us that in these tough times
the overall salary bill for public servants will go
up seven per cent next year. Government mem-
bers, such as the Deputy Premier, should be
raking a particularly responsible role within
Government to make sure that the Govern-
ment is not wasteful. However, we do not see a
particularly good track record with this
Government. It tries to gloss over the fact that
there is wastage in its advertising campaigns.

The Deputy Premier and his department
seem to have the philosophy that if they arc not
seen to be performing well they should conduct
a TV campaign or send out glossy publi-
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cations. We have seen the television campaign
for industry and technology, which cost a for-
tune-and the ads were made in the Eastern
States! That is the precedent set by this
Government. One of the most alarming aspects
of this flashy television campaign is that the
Government believes it is needed to tell every-
one how good everything is.

Two weeks ago on a programme run by a
commercial station there was a story about a
local firm, Fabcast Foundry and Engineering
(WA) Ply Ltd. The firm wanted the Govern-
ment to help it out by giving it a contract to
purchase a new type of pipe which would en-
able the company to introduce new technology
into the industry. Fabcast wanted to get out of
the business of making the old cast iron pipes
and it needed a certain order from the Govern-
ment. It was not asking for money, just a
reasonable order to enable it to carry on. The
Water Authority would not give the firm that
particular order. Fabcast required that order to
enable it to introduce new technology into the
industry, but the Government decided to des-
ent the company.

What was the next advertisement to appear
on the television? It was one with the message
that the WA Technology Development Auth-
ority is here to help business! The people who
worked at Fabcast must have felt sick when
they saw that advertisement costing thousands
of dollars when they knew the Government had
turned its back on them.

Unfortunately this Labor Government and
the Federal Labor Government are going the
same way as the Labor Governments we knew
during the Whitlam era-they are sending us
broke and destroying the confidence of inves-
tors. Fancy Mr Crean getting up and saying
that industry is holding back its money and is
not investing. There is not -much incentive to
invest, what with all the imposts being put on
business. What about all the people out there
who have risked money in investments and
have a lot of money borrowed at very high
interest rates? What about giving them some
confidence instead of people saying, "Industry
is not investing." Members opposite should
have a good look at the reasons that business is
being forced to cut its investment levels. The
Labor Governments are taxing the people to
death; the people's confidence is shattered.
With our declining economy we see that the
needy people in our community are now
starting to be short-changed.

It is a pity we do not have more time to talk
about what is happening in the housing market,
which is an important part of this amendment.
We are seeing rentals going through the roof. In
simple terms, this Government is forcing more
and more people into rental accommodation
and then we are seeing rentals jacked up. Mem-
bers opposite sit there smugly, though, and say,
"We are doing a great job". They must be liv-
ing in a dreamland.

The pressure is really on now for the Govern-
ment to perform. It is time we had a change
and got back to having policies which put in-
centives into the system rather than all the
disincentives which our industries are now
facing.

I support the amendment.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [4.56 p.m.]:?I also sup-
port the amendment moved to the Address-in-
Reply by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
First, I take this opportunity to congratulate
you, Mr Speaker, on your appointment to the
very high and important office you hold in this
Parliament. I wish you every success. No doubt
your record will prove your worth in future
years. I hope you have every success, which you
richly deserve.

The SPEAKER: Thank you very much.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Opposition amendment is
one that arises out of a great deal of concern for
a number of issues. Our principal concern is
that although the Government has undertaken
certain steps, it is failing in a number of areas
because it has simply not looked after the
interests of the people of this State.

The first part of the motion deals with the
failed pop concert which the Government
supported to the tune of in excess of $200 000.
It is nothing short of scandalous that the
Premier should have poured taxpayers' money
into assisting that venture, and the Govern-
ment stands condemned for its actions.

While the Premier decided on behalf of the
taxpayers that he would pick up the loss of over
$200 000, in the south-west right now we have
an abattoir proprietor, Mr Ross Payne, whose
firm is going into liquidation and his 55 em-
ployees are being retrenched. No doubt they
will all apply for social security benefits and
will probably receive about $180 a week each
from the taxpayers. This will amount to
$10 000 a week. Instead of the Premier acting
so grandiosely on behalf of Paul Gadenne-
whatever his association with him might be-
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he might have been a little more responsible
and looked after this service industry which has
fallen on hard times.

I am not suggesting that the Government
should pick up the tab for everyone, but this
money could have been better spent elsewhere.
I strongly criticise and castigate the Govern-
ment for pouring out this money to help this
single operator. I do not know what the
Government's motives were or how close a
friend Mr Gadenne is of the Government.
Quite frankly, the whole matter stinks and the
Government deserves to be condemned.

The fringe benefits tax is another matter
causing us concern. It is very easy for Govern-
ment members in this House to say that this
happens to be a Federal tax, but they must
accept their share of the responsibility for this
tax because their Government supported the
introduction of the fringe benefits tax and their
Government's representatives attended the
sham conferences held in Canberra which ap-
proved the introduction of the tax. The tax will
have wide-ranging effects in Western Australia
and already my colleagues have indicated a
number of areas where this will be so.

I suggest to all members that they gct a copy
of this little purple book. It is not the work of
Chairman Mao, but the work of that fellow
who calls himself the greatest Treasurer since
sliced bread, Paul Keating. This booklet was
introduced before the legislation went through
the Parliament.

Mr Hassell: And these people talk about
breaking the law! The Government produces a
book at the taxpayer's expense before it has
made the law.

Mr BLAIKIE: It is a very progressi ve
Government. it presumes what the law will be
and produces a book about what it assumes
Parliament will do.

I suggest every member get a copy and read it
because many members on the Government
side will be referred to this book time and
again. If their constituents fail to remind them
of what they have done members on this side
will suggest to those constituents that they go
and speak to Government members about it.

One of the areas that will be quite badly
affected by the fringe benefits tax will be the
rural industry. The farming industry, in par-
ticular, will suffer quite dearly. It has long been
accepted, maybe not by members opposite, that
wages in rural areas have not matched those
paid in the more profitable mining and energy
areas where costs do not seem to matter. The

approach in those areas seems to be to rip off
whatever one can from the employer, and one
goes for more if he wants more. Wages have not
been as high in farming areas.

Farmers have been able to give other ben-
efits, however, to their employees, such as
housing. It may not be five-star housing, but at
least it is accommodation. Other benefits relate
to the availability of meat-perhaps not five-
star Charolais beef-milk, eggs, chooks, and
whatever it may be. They are the fringe benefits
available to employees of farmers.

It may not amount to many dollars a week,
but it is a benefit, and people have availed
themselves of those benefits in order to stay in
country areas and work for farmers. Now they
will face a completely new ball game. Many
farmers could find themselves paying up to
$3 000 in additional tax. The tax will be paid
in one of two ways. Either the farmer or the
employee will pay it, or the farmer will sack the
employee. I believe in many cases the employee
will get the sack because the farmer will not be
able to pay the additional $3 000.

For argument's sake, let us say rent on a
house on a farm can be assessed at $60 a week,
which is $3 000 a year. In addition other ben-
efit items such as fuel, electricity, and water
costs will amount to a further $3 000 a year. On
that basis the farmer will be paying 49c in the
dollar. That gives a figure of $3 000 tax.

The important thing to come out of that is
that there will either be a reduced return to
already heavily depressed farming industries,
or sacking of employees. I believe the latter will
be the case in many instances because $3 000,
or whatever the figure is, will be the straw that
breaks the camel's back.

I want to refer to another matter of great
concern which the Federal Government knew
about, as did the Labour Party across Australia,
in relation to the fringe benefits tax. I refer to
page 3 of the instructional booklet sent to all
employers. Item 1.3.1 refers to religious in-
struction and says in part-

Benefits provided in respect of duties
that are not religious in nature are not
exempt, e.g., the use of a motor car for
private purposes where the car is provided
principally on account of the person's em-
ployment in a school or charitable or com-
mercial enterprise.
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In addition to that, people who receive housing
will not be exempt from this tax. I want to read
a letter I received from a private school in my
electorate. It states-

Dear Mr Blaikie,
I am writing to ask your support in

opposing the new fringe benefits taxation
as it applies to non-government schools
which provide accommodation for staff, in
two categories.

Some boarding school staff are required
to live on site for student supervision. Re-
mote community schools such as Ringers
Soak, Turkey Creek and Beagle Bay, pro-
vide basic accommodation, usually cara-
vans or site huts, because there is no
alternative.

In both cases the increased cost to these
school communities will be approximately
$2 000-$3 000 each, which imposes a
great strain on already tight budgets.

The next paragraph is very interesting. It
states-

Not even the harshest economist could
seriously consider a caravan with bush
shower at Turkey Creek as an attractive
perk.

Yet this is what the Government is going to do.
The Government of Western Australia has
failed to fight that point. I am pleased the Min-
ister for Lands is here. He will understand the
impact it will have at Beagle Bay, Turkey Creek
and Ringers Soak. Those communities will pay
the fringe benefits tax because people there are
provided with a caravan, hut, or shower. Those
facilities are provided in remote areas.

That is absolutely unjust, yet I do not believe
any Government members would have thought
the fringe benefits tax applied to organisations
such as the one to which I have referred. The
letter goes on as follows-

I urge you to press for exemption in
these cases, thereby helping commonsense
and fair play record a victory.

If this is not possible, will additional
funds be made available to these schools to
defray the added costs.

I believe that is a fair plea, and a very legit-
imate argument has been raised for schools in
those areas. If the Federal Government is so
inflexible and intransigent on this matter the
State Government should take up the case on
behalf of the schools and meet the impost be-
cause to date the State Government has failed
miserably on this and other matters.

That is the basis of the amendment currently
before the House-that the State Government
has failed to protect the interests of the people
of Western Australia. We, in opposition, are
outlining the areas in which that failure has
occurred. There are many other instances, and
one could go on at length painting out the
anomalies that have arisen. Government mem-
bers may say that the anomalies are now a fact,
but the tax should not have been imposed in
the first instance because it is unjust, unfair,
and uncompromising. Many more examples
like those I have given will come forward in the
next few months.

I want to refer to another matter on which
the State Government has failed in its obli-
gation, duty, and responsibility to the people of
Western Australia. This relates to the dealings
the State -has had with the Commonwealth in
relation to the legislative programme put for-
ward by the Labour Party's Federal colleagues
in Canberra.

I refer specifically to what is known as the
Kerin package of dairy legislation. It is a very
interesting package that has tremendous impli-
cations for Western Australia. That package,
which has now passed through both Houses of
Parliament, will ensure that there is a sentence
of doom for at least some of the State's dairy
farmers, and it will also guarantee-I repeat
those words: It will also guarantee-perpetual
poverty for many others.

The Kerin dairy plan proposes to bring about
a system that will reduce by some 25 per cent
the total quantity of milk produced across
Australia, and in order to achieve that it ex-
pects that 25 per cent of the nation's dairy
farmers may go out of business. One does not
have to be too logical to work that out; and I
can assure members that if they had been to the
Cowaramup Primary School-one of those fine
Government schools-they would soon work
out that some 25 per cent of the State's dairy
farmers will go down the drain too.

The Kerin dairy plan proposes that 25 per
cent will be drained out of the industry. That
will happen because a levy of 1.5c per litre or
thereabouts will be imposed on Australian
dairy farmers, a levy which will be paid into the
Australian dairy industry and will be used to
help subsidise dairy farmers from the major
dairy manufacturing States-the States of
Victoria and Tasmania. The end result will cost
Western Australian dairy farmers $4 500 each
on average to subsidise the Eastern States.

78



[Wednesday, I I June l9861 7

I have already said that that will be a recipe
for doom for some and poverty for very many
others; but it will also affect the Western
Australian dairy factories. As milk throughput
decreases, they will find that profits will also
decrease and they will be bard pressed to main-
tain employment levels in an already very diffi-
cult and competitive industry.

Not only will dairy farmers certainly go out
of business-and that is acknowledged by all in
the industry, as well as by the Minister for
Agriculture in this State-but people involved
in the production side of the industry are also
threatened with the loss of theirjobs.

The whole basis of all this is that John Kerin
has the misguided view that Australia is better
served if the ultimate price of dairy products in
Australia is brought down to the same level as
those in New Zealand. Therefore Australian
dairy farmers will sell their product at the same
level as farmers in New Zealand irrespective of
what happens within the New Zealand indus-
try. This will certainly bring chaos and be a
recipe for disaster in Western Australia.

These are very serious matters, and the West-
ern Australian Government has an obligation
to put the case more forcibly on behalf of West-
ern Australia. As it has failed to do that, the
obligation now rests very firmly with the State
to ensure that it arranges for the 1 .5c per litre
levy, or whatever it might be, to be paid for by
the State in the interests of the State's dairy
industry. It could be by way of a charge on
consumers, and I would support that; but un-
less that happens there will not be a dairy in-
dustry as we currently know it in this State-it
is facing demise.

I believe the amendment is very soundly
based and I have much pleasure in supporting
it.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Clarko
Mr Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Crane
Mr Hassell
Mr House
Mr Laurance
Mr Lewis
Mr Lightfoot

Ayes 23
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nalder
Mr Rushlon
Mr Schiell
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Trenorden
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Burkett
MrCarr
Mr Peter Dowding
Mr Evans
Dr Gallop
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Torn Jones

Ayes
Mr Hodge
Mr P. J. Smith

Noes 29
Dr Lawrence
Mr Marlborough
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr Taylor
Mr Thomas
MrTonkin
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan

Pairs
Noes

Mr Grayden
Mr Spriggs

(Teller)

Amendment thus negatived.

Point of Order

Mr COWAN: Mr Speaker, may I ask you
whether you intend to take questions now, or at
a predetermined time?

The SPEAKER: It is my intention to take
questions at the earliest available opportunity.
It is my intention before doing so to make a
short statement to the House. It is appropriate
for somebody now to move the adjournment of
this debate.

Motion Resumed
Debate adjourned until a later stage of the

sitting, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the
House).

UNPARLIAMENTARY BEHAVIOUR

Statement by the Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett): It is probably
timely that, at this early stage of my
responsibilities as Speaker of the House, I
should say a few words about what I expect
from members in the matter of behaviour and
decomum within the House.

As members already know, I am not the sort
of person who enjoys being heavy-handed
about rule making or telling other people what
they must or must not do. Probably, the easiest
course for me to take would be to sit back and
allow the House to set out its own standards of
behaviour and I suppose, in the ultimate, that
is what will be arrived at anyway.

However,!I do feel it to be my duty to seek to
uphold the traditions of the parliamentary in-

fTeller) stitution and to seek, where possible, the im-
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provement of those traditions, rather than low-
ering the standards that have been observed in
this House.

I am concerned that the image of Parliament
which is in the minds of the public at large is at
times very poor, indeed. All too often there
have been reports in the media of insulting
words and unmuly behaviour which have, at
times, led to members being suspended and the
image of the institution diminished. I earnestly
hope that this will not be the case during the
time that I am Speaker. My hopes and wishes
in that area cannot be fulfilled without the sup-
port of you, the members.

To be a little specific, I particularly deplore
the use of what we all know as
"unparliamentary" expressions. It is a pity that
so often it is necessary for the Presiding Officer
to determine whether or not particular words
are "unparliamentary". If we try really hard we
should be able to debate issues without
descending to verbal abuse of one another.

We are here to represent the community at
large and in doing so we will, from time to
time, have different points of view about the
issues before us. My intention is to allow those
issues to be debated as freely as they must in a
parliamentary democracy. What I am anxious
to avoid is the attack upon the personalities,
either of other members Or, even as has some-
times been the case, people who are not mem-
bers of this House.

I appreciate that Parliament cannot be
isolated from the pressures existing in the com-
munity and there will, at times, be moments
when people feel very strongly about the points
they are trying to make. All I ask is that the
various Standing Orders and practices which
have already been established in this House be
observed and if this is done,!I shall make it my
earnest endeavour to enable the debate to flow
as freely as possible.

I ask members to remember that it is the
duty of the Chair to protect the member who
has been given the call by the Chair. It is not
my intention to attempt to ban interj .ections
completely. Such a step, although technically
possible and theoretically correct, would do a
lot of damage to the interest and colour of the
debates in this place. However, I will not toler-
ate other members repetitiously shouting down
the member who has been given the call and
will take whatever action is open to me to see
that behaviour of that type does not occur or,
should it ever occur, is severely dealt with.

I appreciate that I have been Speaker of this
House for a relatively short time but, neverthe-
less, accept it as my responsibility to say these
.things now so that all members have a fair
warning of what they might expect from the
Chair during the time that I have the honour of
holding this position.

The assistance of member of both sides of
the House in helping me to achieve these aims
will be greatly appreciated.

[Questions taken.j

Sitting suspended from 6. 00 to 7.15 p.in.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SECOND DAY

.Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

MR COWAN (Merredin) [7.15 p.m.]: I have
already conveyed to you, Mr Speaker, my con-
gratulations on behalf of the National Party.
May I convey to you again on my own behalf
my congratulations and express the hope that
you have a very successful three years in that
position. I assure you that members of my
party will certainly give you treatment equally
as fair as that which you give to them.

The SPEAKER: Thank you very much.

Mr COWAN: It gives me a great deal of
pleasure to be joined in the Parliament by the
four new members of the National Party of
Australia in this House and a new member in
another place. We have the record of being the
only party which doubled its parliamentary
representation at the last election.

Mr Brian Burke: You started from a fairly
low base.

Mr COWAN: We accept that, but neverthe-
less we are very pleased to be able to add to the
numbers and recover the ground lost by a rural-
based party over a period of some years. I can
say with great conviction that the resurrection
of the three-party system in Western Australia
has been at some cost. Once upon a time the
member for Stirling and I were easily able to
conduct our meetings during the parliamentary
session by remaining on the back bench and
discussing tactics. Now it is a little different,
and because we have an expanded membership
some of the decisions taken by the party have
had a degree of pain attached to them.

Mr Bryce: We will look to see who is there
after afternoon tea on Thursday.
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Mr COWAN: I can assure the Deputy
Premier that, in keeping with a long tradition
of a rural-based party, some members will be
anxious to depart for their electorates early on
Thursday afternoon.

We are pleased to have won the seats we did,
and as a political party OUr aspiration in the
coming term will be to make certain we honour
the trust that rural people in Western Australia
have conferred upon us. Clearly we understand
the needs of rural Western Australians, and we
recognise that most of those needs can be
expressed in terms of alteration to Federal pol-
icy, particularly those policies which relate so
interest rates and tariffs, as well as those relat-
ing to import parity pricing for oil and other
general farm cost increases which have seen our
terms Of trade decline by seven per cent or
more. We recognise those policies are long-
term and that they belong to the Federal politi-
cal sphere.

We recognise the net effect of those particu-
lar policies, when applied and combined with
reduced yields in Western Australia, has
resulted in low farm incomes, and we must be
able to look at giving interim financial relief to
those people involved in the largess and most
vital industry in Western Australia-
agriculture.

The Bureau of Agricultural Economics esti-
mates that many farmers will have a negative
income this coming year, and that the average
disposable income of all farmers will be $6 000
per annum. I am sure everybody would recog-
nise that that sum is less than one-third of the
average wage earned by most people in a year.

The policies which have depleted she cash
returns through low profitability, as I said, be-
long in she Federal arena. Nevertheless, there
can be and has to be some action taken by the
State Government to provide interim relief to
rural communities and I refer, of course, to the
Rural Adjustment Authority of WA. Itsis this
Government's responsibility to provide finance
to that authority to on-lend so the farming
community to keep it going through a very dif-
ficult period.

Perhaps I could outline some of the assist-
ance available to the agricutural community.
We should draw, at the conclusion, the differ-
ence between what has been promised by the
Government and the ability of the Government
to honour its promises and deliver the goods. I
will leave it to the House to make its own
judgment after we compare the figures.

During the election campaign, and after the
campaign, the Government made many prom-
ises as it was urged to do by people like me and
by members of other parties, It was announced,
following the election, that the Government
had made available some $75 million for rural
aid. We will consider the various categories of
a id. that we re made available.

Initially, under Commonwealth-State agree-
ments, $18.23 million in aid was made avail-
able for drought relief, approximately $13
million was made availabte for rural ad-
justment schemes, and, in addition, money was
made available for special carry-on finance for
farmers who found themselves in difficulty be-
cause they could not obtain funds from any
other source. This funding was made available
to give them the opportunity to continue their
operations for the ensuing 12 months.

All in all, with drought relief, rural ad-
justment schemes, and with special carry-on
finance, about $35 million was made available
under Commonwealth-State agreements. That
seems a fairly significant amount and many
people were very pleased when the announce-
ment was made that those funds would be
available to primary producers.

In addition, the State Government
recognised that interest rates were a very
serious problem in the agricultural industry. It
made available, as a specific interest rate relief
scheme from its own resources, an amount of
about $40 million. That meant that the total
amount available was approximately $75
million. The Kerin package provided for a
further $20 million to be allocated to rural ad-
justment from I July. The total then amounted
to $95 million which would be available to only
one industry. Most people would think that
that would be sufficient to tide the farming
community over until its capacity to produce a
better income was enhanced.

However, those were the promises about
what would be available. I want members of
the House to remember that, as far as farmers
are concerned, it is imperative, in the farming
year, for farmers to secure adequate finance no
later than the end of April so that they can
devote the rest of their energies from April to
the end of June to their farming enterprise.
They do not want to be financial entrepreneurs;
they want to be farmers.

When is came so the point of the Govern-
ment's delivering what it had promised, it fell a
long way short. The Minister for Agriculture, in
answer to a question this afternoon relating to
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the funding, said that if we take the $18.23
million which was made available for drought
relief, the Rural Adjustment Authority has
been able to allocate $8. 144 million of that
amount by 30 May. That means a little over
$I0 million of those funds is not likely to be
utilised. That is significant in itself, but it be-
comes even more significant when it is under-
stood that drought relief is made available on
special terms and conditions which, after the
provision of a base amount by the State, re-
quires the Commonwealth to contribute, at a
greater rate than the State, to drought relief
funds. In Western Australia's case, the State
was required to put up a base of about $7
million. The Commonwealth and the State
then contribute the next $5.5 million on the
basis of half each and after that has been
expended the Commonwealth then contributes
at a rate of 3:1 to the State's contribution.

What happened in this particular allocation
of the drought relief funds is that the State has
put up its $7 million but has only expended $8
million. As far as I am aware, therefore, it can-
not fully utilise the money made available by
the Commonwealth under the agreement. In
other words, the Commonwealth is home free
and the State has had to bear most of the costs
for the allocation of drought relief money. I
think that is a reflecton on the board of the
authority. I make it clear that I have no criti-
cism of officers of the authority in carrying out
the administrative tasks given to them by the
board. Those officers have done their best; they
have worked very hard.

However, the board has not been aware of
many of the problems and has not done any-
thing to change its policy in order to maximise
the funding available from the Commonwealth
under the natural disasters or drought relief
scheme.

It is ludicrous that we have a fund of $18.23
million which could have been utilised and yet
to 30 May we have used only just over $8
million of it. In other words, all we have done
is to expend the State's base figure. The Com-
monwealth contribution will almost be un-
touched.

Both the members of the board of the corpor-
ation and the Minister for Agriculture need to
give the members of this House and the people
involved in agriculture an answer as to the
reason that, having reached an agreement that
$18.23 million would be available for drought
relief, only $8 million of that fund has been

utilised. The rural economy is cash poor and
the eastern wheatbelt has been through a bad
drought. It is indeed a very poor performance.

Funds which have been available in rural ad-
justment schemes for debt reconstruction have
been spent practically up to the limit. We have
no real argument about that particular area of
funding under the Commonwealth-State agree-
ment.

Mr Grill: Could I give you an undertaking
that in the area of drought funding which you
are concerned about and an area in which the
figures do look bad, I will arrange for a com-
plete explanation to be sent to you.

Mr COWAN: I would be pleased to receive
that information. Further, I would be pleased if
the Minister for Agriculture would make that
information public because many people are
wondering about what is happening. They are
aware that the fund is available-it has been
publicly stated that it is available and only $8
million has been expended.

I am aware that under the Commonwealth
agreement there is provision for special carry-
on finance and that only $7 million has been
allocated to that scheme. I understand from an
answer to a question I asked the Minister that
the Government has spent-

Mr Grill: You have that around the wrong
way. An amount of $3.6 million was allocated
but in actual fact $7 million has been spent.

Mr COWAN: Yes, that is right. It is clear
that the Government has overspent in this
area. However, it still does not account for the
$10 million that has not been expended for
drought relief. I suggest to this House that if the
Government had fully utilised the drought re-
lief fund the drain on the SCO scheme would
not have been as great. I would like to see the
drought relief fund utilised and the SCO
scheme retained as it is.

I know of a hard core of farmers who have
not yet received assistance nor any word of
assistance forthcoming.

Mr Evans: Have you checked to see whether
some of those people would be better off under
another scheme?

Mr COWAN: In response to the member for
Warren the interest component for drought re-
lief assistance is the cheapest of the lot. I would
like to see those people allocated to that area of
relief because of the interest rate. The unfortu-
nate part about it is that many people were
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declared by the corporation to be ineligible for
drought relief and they were referred to special
carry-on finance.

Mr Evans: That package would be more ad-
vantageous than drought relief.

Mr COWAN: I have no argument about the
corporation's ability to administer debt recon-
struction. The funds available have almost
been expended. One cannot do any More than
that. I am complaining about the corporation
not utilising the total available drought relief
funds of $18.23 million. The Minister for
Agriculture has said that he will provide me
with an answer to my question.

It appears on the surface that having used $8
million the corporation has used the State base
and has not utilised fully the commitment the
Commonwealth Government has made. Unless
someone can prove otherwise, the Common-
wealth Government has, in many cases, abro-
gated its responsibility to the agreement.

Another aspect of the agreement needs con-
sideration. The corporation, in approving loans
under various categories and schemes, has to
go through a long series of documentation and
securities and while it has approved funds for
some farmers they have not yet received them.

One difficulty which has arisen is whether a
person will or will not receive funds. In some
instances people have been told by one officer
of the corporation that, "Yes, you will receive a
letter saying you will be eligible for funds."
After a couple of weeks have elapsed and
nothing has transpired the people concerned
have telephoned the corporation to be told by
another officer that no such letter has been
sent. For that reason banks have been very re-
luctant to offer bridging finance to many
people who have applied for funding from the
corporation. Therefore, at present many people
find themselves in limbo.

When I put a question to the Minister about
the number of people who had made appli-
cation for. these funds, I discovered that 428
people had applied for drought relief and there
had been 183 successful applicants of whom 86
had actually received funds. For the Minister's
edification that is 46 per cent of approved ap-
plicants.

With regard to the rural adjustment scheme,
718 applications were received of which only
-22 per cent-1I58-have been approved. As at
30 May, 63 of those applicants or 37 per cent
had received funds. What I consider to be the
worst example of the lot is that those people
were not eligible for drought relief or RAS

funding, but have been considered for special
carry-on finance. As at 30 May, 160 appli-
cations were received for this type of finance
and only six people received assistance.

I remind the Minister for Agriculture that as
from the end of April no farmer wants to be a
financial entrepreneur. He wants his finances
reassured and his farming requisites in the
sheds waiting to be used in order that he can
carry out the necessary tasks to make him a
profitable farmer. Because he has to worry'
about finance and purchasing farming requi-
sites it has put the farmer in a situation where
he will not have a very good start to the season.

I am disappointed that there have been prob-
lems with the assessment of applications to the
corporation and the distribution of rural aid
funds. Those problems, in the main, have been
made worse by the slow payment of funds. If
this Government came to the House with a
Supply Bill and Opposition members delayed
it, all sorts of constitutional crises would occur
and, as a result, the 1975 issue which related to
the blocking of Supply in Canberra would be
regurgitated.

I do not think the Government would toler-
ate this House deliberating over the Supply Bill
for as long as officers of the corporaion have
deliberated over some of these applications for
funding.

Mr Grill: As I have already indicated to you,
we are more than happy to sit down with you
and endleavour to work out ways of overcoming
these problems of delay. I will not say that the
problems are not there; they are there. But it is
very hard at this time-without going into
computerisation which ycu have advocated
and which we intend to proceed with-to know
just how many of these delays can be over-
come; but we are prepared to listen to you on
that score.

Mr COWAN: Ilam aware that the Minister is
prepared to listen. I have made several rep-
resentations to him. I must confess that
unfortunately the representations I made, not
to him, but to officers of the corporation, for
assistance for specific applicants have not
resulted in any clarification of their position.
Nothing seems to have changed. People have
asked me to do something and I have ap-
proached the corporation continually for up to
six weeks with respect to the same applicant.
Quite clearly, there is a very great problem in
the administration of the rules that are laid
down, I presume, by the board. As I said
earlier, I do not hold the officers of the corpor-
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ation responsible. The board should have been
looking at various policies and finding out
where there were problems and changing those
policies.

One other point that I want to make relates
not so much to the people directly involved in
agriculture, the farmers themselves, but to
those people who provide a service to the in-
dustry. I am talking about the small business
person who, because of the drying up of cash
within the rural economy, is suffering as much
as the farmer. This particularly concerns farm
machinery dealers, but is not specifically
confined to them. As the Minister for
Agriculture would know, the Premier made an
announcement that small rural businesses in
areas which had been declared drought-affected
would be able to make application to the
Treasury for assistance in terms somewhat
similar to the drought relief scheme that was
offered to farmers.

I asked the Treasurer how many applications
had been* made by rural small business for
drought relief. The answer was 40. 1 was sur-
prised at that. I thought there would have been
many more than 40 to make an application.
But again we see the same administrative prob-
lems. Only 25 of the 40 applications have been
assessed and of those 25 applications only four
have been approved. None of the four ap-
proved applicants has received any funds. Once
again, although the intention to honour the
promise may be good, it has not been
delivered. That concerns members of the
National Party greatly. As I have said, as a
political party we do not wish to be unreason-
able but we want to make the point very clearly
that we will judge this Government on its per-
formance.

I think the Government understands clearly
that there is a problem and a crisis within the
rural economy. It has recognised that by mak-
ing promises. We would expect the promises to
be honoured. Perhaps the area in which there is
the greatest disagreement between the Govern-
ment and me is the scheme the Government
provided for interest rate relief. The Govern-
ment provided $40 million, but has received
only three applications under that scheme. In
that case, why should such a scheme be
proposed?

I admit that the Minister has said that the
Government had a two-pronged intention with
this particular scheme: The first was to force
banks to examine their interest rates and to see
whether the Government could bring those
interest rates back to a more competitive level.

Mr Grill: Not just banks.
Mr COWAN: The Government wished to

force financial institutions to set their interest
rates at a more realistic and competitive level. I
do not know whether the Government
achieved that or whether it was achieved be-
cause of market forces, but interest rates have
dropped by two or three per cent.

Mr Grill: We do not claim credit for that. All
we say is that we are putting on a bit of extra
pressure.

Mr COWAN: Whether the Government
brought it about remains to be seen, but there
has been a drop in interest rates. People in
agriculture have been hard put to be able to
meet the burden that interest rates have
imposed on them. But I point out that it is a
very hollow promise indeed when a Govern-
ment can say that it is making available $40
million and after having made it available for
at least three months and having revised the
scheme once to make it more attractive, it has
received only three applications under that
scheme. It can be seen to be a particularly hol-
low promise when we consider that interest
rates and the cost of paying interest on farmers'
debts is still the biggest single cost in most farm
budgets. Nevertheless, the Government has
been unable to present to people a scheme
which to all intents and purposes is practical. It
is a very hollow promise indeed.

The Minister and his Government will be
judged very harshly with respect to that
scheme, because it will never work. It will
never be taken up by farmers who will see it as
a very cynical exercise indeed.

MRS BUCHANAN (Pilbara) [7.47 p.m.]: I
would like to make some fairly brief comments
during the Address-in-Reply debate, but before
dding so I take this opportunity to congratulate
you, Mr Speaker, on achieving your high office.
I have no doubt that you will serve with dis-
tinction, as you have previously in this House,
and I wish you well.

I also take the opportunity to thank the elec-
tors of Pilbara for placing the responsibility of
the electorate with me again. It was a tremen-
dous result and I am very grateful for and very
humble about all the support that I received.

Mr Pearce: It was well-deserved.
Mrs BUCHANAN: I thank the Minister. I

also thank my supporters and all the people in
the Australian Labor Party Pilbara branches
who worked so hard during the election cam-
paign. I thank my friends and family and es-
pecially my husband, George, without whose
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support and assistance the task of the last three
years certainly would have been a great deal
more difficult.

Mr Williams: Good on you, George!
Mrs BUCHANAN: I can assure the member

that he is a pretty good husband.
Mr MacKinnon: How are the prices going in

the Pilbara? Are they still going up?
Mrs BUCHANAN: We are getting the same

tired old interjections. I hear them practically
every time I rise in this place. Opposition
members should change their needle. They are
beginning to sound like cracked records.

The SPEAKER: Order! I am not opposed to
interjections, as members know, but the mem-
ber for Pilbara has been on her feet for less
than a minute. I think the interjections should
at least wait until some sort of theme has been
developed.

Mrs BUCHANAN: Perhaps I should be used
to it by now.

1 would like also to congratulate the new
members, and I refer to members on both sides
of the House. There are certainly a few new
faces this time round. It is particularly pleasing
to note that there are two more women mem-
bers on this side of the House. With great sin-
cerity I say that I wish the Opposition might
follow suit in future elections so that we could
see some ladies on the other side.

I would like to make some comments about
the electorate of Pilbara. It is certainly a very
interesting and challenging area and I am fortu-
nate indeed to represent it. The resource indus-
tries in the Pilbara are always to the forefront
of the State's economy and although the Oppo-
sition is fond of preaching doom and gloom,
there are some highlights to report from last
year when we had 88.6 million tonnes of iron
ore shipments, the value of which topped the
$2 billion mark for the first time.

North-west gas condensate production rose
from 22 000 tonnes to 209 000 tonnes and
natural gas output almost doubled from 1.3
billion cubic feet in 1984 to 2.2 billion cubic
feet last year,

It is heartening to note that the slightly
reduced tonnages of iron ore going to Japan
have been compensated for by increased ex-
ports to other Asian countries and also to
Europe. As we enter a much tougher and more
competitive climate, the Pilbara miners will
have to adapt very quickly to the changing con-
ditions, get out there on the world market, and
snap up every opportunity they possibly can. In

this respect I share the optimism of the Minis-
ter for Minerals and Energy. The Pilbara iron
ore industry is well-placed to overcome the cur-
rent price and cost pressures and to meet the
challenges before it in the future.

The level of industrial disputes in the Pilbara
continued to fall last year, and this has been a
very significant factor, along with the windfalls
of the dollar devaluation and the Govern-
ment's decision to pass on the benefits of low
oil prices, all of which have helped the industry
to maintain its competitiveness and be in a
reasonably good position to cope with these
changes which are likely to occur in the fairly
near future.

The issue of the possible effects of the fringe
benefits tax on the mining industry has been
extremely well-handled-in my area anyway.
That has been done through the auspices of the
Iron Ore Industry Consultative Council,
headed by the Minister for Minerals and En-
ergy. As the Minister said during question time
yesterday, some concessions have been
achieved. While they may not be all that we
would like, they have been achievements.

Some that I would like to mention here are
the new formula to calculate rental values. This
will help to get round the problem of inflated
rents in the Pilbara. The discount on housing
rentals has been increased from one-third to 40
per cent, and the value will of course include
air-conditioning and electricity.

Concessions on rentals will apply also to the
home owners' schemes in force in some of the
Pilbara towns. This will certainly alleviate the
concerns which were being felt in that area.

A further point worthy of mention is that the
remote area will be redefined so that the town
of Port Hedland, with its rising population, is
now safely considered to be remote, and there
is no question now but that they will also share
all the concessions.

May I say that these concessions have not
been won by the Opposition's four-page adver-
tisements which urged the people to break the
law by not paying the fringe benefits tax. They
have not been won by Liberal candidates
circulating petitions without even the right in-
formation to back them up. They certainly
h1ave not been won by members opposite rant-
ing and raving about the issue.

The way these concessions have been won
has been by people sitting down around the
table and getting together with all the relevant
facts and figures and then making responsible
submissions to the Federal Government. I am
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amazed to see the changed attitude to this tax
adopted by members opposite. They seem to
have very short memories. I can well remember
what went on when the Fraser Government
proposed a tax on fringe benefits; namely, a tax
on subsidised housing in the mining areas.
That caused a great furore in my area.

Mr Court: Do you know what happened
then? We lost our Federal member.

Mrs BUCHANAN: I was just going to refer
to him.

Mr Court: I think you people might find a
similar problem.

Mrs BUCHANAN: Of course the tax
proposed then was to be paid by employees,
not employers. A somewhat caustic letter was
sent round the electorate by Mr Cotter, and it
caused considerable public outcry in the
Pilbara. If my memory serves me right, the
letter had phrases such as, "It is time to stop
free rides on the gravy train."

Mr Watt: He had a way with words, did he
not?

Mrs BUCHANAN: He did.
Mr Watt: If that tax had to be imposed, who

would you prefer to see pay it, the employees or
the employers?

Mrs BUCHANAN: The employers.
Mr Court: That would be right!
Mrs BUCHANAN: At the time of the Feder-

al member's letter the people there were up in
arms. They were most upset, not only by the
prospect of having to pay the tax but also by
the rude response from the local Federal mem-
ber. He lost his seat.

A fringe benefits tax has always been of con-
cern in the Pilbara because of the extent of the
incentives offered to employees, not only in the
mining industry but also in some other areas. I
am definitely opposed to the taxing of these
incentives and I will be joining the fight against
it.

Mr Court: Why did you not vote against it
last year when the motion was in this House?

Mrs BUCHANAN: What was the specific
motion?

Mr Court: We had a long debate in this
House and you supported the proposal.

Mrs BUCHANAN: I certainly did not sup-
port it. If I remember, I spoke about it at the
time. I have made it clear that I am opposed to
the taxing of these incentives in the mining

industry and I shall continue to put forward
proper submissions for special consideration
for the remote mining towns.

Mr Court: Come and vote on this side.
Mrs BUCHANAN: The members opposite

can carry on if they wish. They have certainly
done a complete turn around on this particular
issue. It is interesting to note now that it is the
employers who are going to have to pay the tax,
and suddenly they are very vocal about it.

I would like to move on to discuss the
Pilbara employment situation, which has defi-
nitely stabilised. We are extremely lucky to
have a good employment situation, particularly
in Karratha. Traditionally we get an influx of
job-seekers, mainly because of the publicity
given to the resources development of the area.
I am pleased to report that at the current time
things have settled down and the Karratha CES
reported recently that 50 per cent of the people
registered had now moved on looking for work
elsewhere.

At the same time a new shopping centre in
Karratha will provide 300 new positions, and
the CES has been busy helping to fill these
positions in preparation for the opening of the
centre, which we are looking forward to in
August this year.

As we develop and expand our mineral and
associated industries in my electorate, concerns
naturally arise for the security of the area. For
this reason I would like to welcome the Dibb
report on defence, which has reinforced what
many of us in the north-west have felt for some
time. We really have to continue to improve
the defence facilities in the area if we are to
protect our long, lonely coastline and the com-
munities scattered throughout this vast region.
I am particularly keen to see the Jindalee radar
unit and a patrol base established in the
Pilbara.

Already Finucane Island has been selected as
the best place at which to base the patrol boats.
Although it has been described as modest in
size, it will undoubtedly be one of the most
important pants of the Australian defence
system.

Despite the fact that there has been a certain
amount of criticism about the Dibb report and
some of its recommendations, the basic thrust
on quality rather than quantity is a fresh ap-
proach and one which obviously has consider-
able appeal, given the current economic cli-
mate. After all, defending the country is an
enormously expensive task, and it seems to me
logical that the strategic placement of the most
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sophisticated equipment available would be far
better than having a load of outdated weaponry
located on a central place and of no earthly use
for the protection of our remote areas.

Modem technology demands progressive
thinking, and I believe that the cost-conscious
approach of Paul Dibb, with his concern to
cover the remote areas in the State and incor-
porate them into the system, is highly com-
mendable. I have no hesitation in supporting
his proposals for the defence of the north.

I place on record some comments on the
progress which has been made in the resto-
ration and development of the ghost port of
Cossack. It appeared to me there was some
hilarity on the other side earlier during ques-
lion time when I asked a question on this mat-
ter, and I doubt very much that the Cossack
Development and Restoration Association
would appreciate that. That association has
worked extremely hard.

Mr Court: It has done a great job and it has
been asking you for help for three years, but it
had to wait for this termite problem before you
did anything.

Mrs BUCHANAN: The member for
Nedlands says the association has been asking
for assistance for three years. Its members have
had a lot of support and assistance from the
Government; they have received a grant to the
tune of $ 100 000 to assist with the restoration
of the buildings. While that is really only a drop
in the bucket when we consider all that needs
to be done there, it is still a lot of money. I
strongly commend the association for the
amount of work its members have put in and
for their determination to get on and finish the
job. Despite the set back they have suffered
with the termites, this dedicated group of
people is determined to press on to achieve its
ambitions. Given its determinatio n, I have no
doubt it Will return Cossack to a living town.

As the Minister mentioned in reply to my
question, a special task force has been set up to
assist with the restoration and I have been
given the job of heading this special committee.
We hope to be able to develop the living side of
things. It is certainly not intended to take over
the work of the association, but mainly to give
it some assistance to achieve its goals and to
relieve its members of some of the burden so
that they are free to get on with the
preservation side of things.

The Cossack-Roebourne area, as some mem-
bers would know, represents an important pant
of the State's history. A number of the build-

ings in the area are some of the best historical
structures in Australia. The area has a tremen-
dous potential to expand its tourism industry,
and I am therefore only too pleased to become
involved in this work with the Cossack resto-
ration group. I thank the Minister for his
interest and support.

Another development in my electorate which
I will mention briefly concerns the prospect of
a second television station in the area. This
should be in place by the end of the year if all
goes well. During my term in office, one of the
most common complaints I have received has
concerned the lack of alternative television
viewing. This has placed great pressure on the
ABC. Generally speaking the ABC has served
us extremely well with its ad-free programmes.
I do not think many people in the north would
be all that critical of it, but I guess the ABC's
situation is not unlike that of a politician: We
really cannot please everone all the time. Var-
iety being the spice of life, the advent of the
Golden West Network satellite broadcasts will
bring a welcome relief to some bored viewers
and it will certainly provide a new means of
home entertainment for people in the more re-
mote locations who have presently had to do
without a service altogether.

AUSSAT is introducing a totally new era and
it will take some time for people to become
accustomed to the new technology. I under-
stand from Golden West Network that there
will be four ways to receive the new service.
The people in the outback will have to choose
very carefully to ensure they get the most ap-
propriate and, more importantly, the most
economical system fo r their situation.
Depending on where they live they may receive
the broadcasts from the GW~N transmitters,
from a new satellite receiving dish, from a pri-
vate cable system, or from a community self-
help transmitter. I commend GWN on its pro-
ducing a very informative brochure and on the
establishment of a toll-free hot line which will
assist people with the technological advice
necessary for them to be able to choose the
most appropriate system.

I also place on record my very great concern
for all the people who were affected by the
Chernobyl nuclear accident, both the people in
the immediate area and those in other places in
Europe. Regardless of one's views on nuclear
power or of how one might feel about the
Kremlin, there has been considerable, and in-
deed will be many more, human tragedies as a
result of this disaster. I sympathise with the
families of those people who were killed out-
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right and with those who will die or suffer ill-
health in the wake of this accident. I will not
dwell greatly on this matter, but I believe that
world thinking on nuclear power must have
been affected by the accident. Even some of the
proponents of nuclear power believe so. I quote
now from the Uranium Information Centre
newsletter for May 1986 as follows-

The word for what happended at
Chernobyl is catastrophe. It is, above all, a
catastrophe for the many people-mostly
Russians who have died or who will be
killed by the poison they will breathe and
eat.

Those, like us, who have long
championed nuclear Power must accept
that the debate will never be the same
again. Can a case still be made for pressing
on? Such is the impact of this disastrous
event.

I support the Address-in-Reply.

MR LIGHTFOOT (Murchison-Eyre) (8.07
p.m.]: Mr Speaker, I firstly congratulate you on
your election to your high office. I also con-
gratulate those new members elected with me
at the February election.

I begin my address to the Chamber by taking
the traditional and proper course of thanking
all those people who are forgotten in the flush
of the first heady days of parliamentary life.
There are many such people who, as members
here have experienced, fade from the mind, or
because of casual contact remain nameless.

I therefore, with a few exceptions, thank the
people of the towns in Murchison-Eyre who
were the real victors in electing me to this
Chamber; the people of Yalgoo, Mt Magnet,
Cue, Meekatharra, Wiluna, Leinster, Leonora,
Laverton, and Menzies. I have purposely omit-
ted one of the greatest towns in my electorate
to single it out for a special thanks because of
its dedication, its belief in me, and its almost
total, unqualified, and immutable support.
Sandstone, Mr Speaker, is not big by any
measure. Most members, I venture, have not
been there. But what it lacks in civic amenities
and ostentation it more than counters in dedi-
cation, public enterprise, hospitality, warmth,
and the most elusive and vanishing Australian
attribute, honesty!

Sandstone, Mr Speaker, is uniquely
Australian, a microcosm of what we used to be
when mateship, hard work, and commronsense
were an integral pan of daily life.

I did say that there were a few exceptions to
the numerous people who were of great assist-
ance to me and they are a mixture of Aborigi-
nal and ordinary white Australians. Could I
seek the indulgence of this House and record
those special people without discrimination?
They are Matron Sadie Canning, Reg Johnson,
Cyril Barnes, Lesley Jane Campbell, Margaret
Lacy, Pat Howden, Judy Varley, Kathy
Finlayson, Don Boswood, Bill Biggs, Barbara
Mellar, Gay Mathews, Hugh Wally, Margaret
Moore, Jean Jeffries, Mario Tassone, and Barry
Marlow. These are fine Western Australians,
Mr Speaker. I will always be proud of them and
I trust that they will have reason to be proud of
me as their representative in this hallowed edi-
fice.

I would like to speak further on what is a
very special occasion for me and my family,
about a subject of special significance to me
and my electorate. I have steered away from
the debilitating and retrogressive effect that I
think socialism has in any particular State or
nation. On purpose rather, I would like to ad-
dress this House on a fundamental but
diminishing aspect of our daily and future
lives-a change that has and is altering our
ways forever. I refer to our States' rights, or
should I say, rights subject to Canberra, our
Federal overlord.

Since the inception of federation in 1901,
gradually, indisiously-and often,
unfortunately, consciously-we have surren-
dered our heritage and traditions that were
considered without question to belong,
uniquely in some instances, to Western
Australia.

These traditions or rights included our own
postal system, stamps, and communications,
and the ability to raise our own income tax,
sales tax, import duty, customs duty, etc. We
did not need approval to export our goods,
such as our gold, wheat, and wool, and other
minerals and agricultural products, as opposed
to today, but I will come back to that in a
moment.

We gave away also-and it was in retrospect
a great mistake-our independent migration
policy. That has become totally the prerogative
of Canberra, to such an extent that we are not
able to plan our own future properly without
going to Canberra, subserviently, meekly, as a
-child would to a paternal power or authority.

It must be a sobering exercise in humility for
Premiers-a unique experience for some of our
Premiers-to go to Canberra with their hats in
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-their clammy bands, to tell the Treasurer and
Prime Minister, whose research facilities are
second to none with respect to financial
matters, why we should get more money per
capita or greater rants than any other State.

Yet in round figures, eight per cent of
people who choose to live and work in this, the
Texas of Australia, earn over 20 per cent of this
nation's export income in spite of Igovern-
ment's heavy hand in industry. That income
has its roots, its genesis, its beginning, in elec-
torates like Murchison-Eyre, an area that
covers a substantial part of the goldfields-l
often refer to that region as the nation's
nursery-where great men and women were
born, or matured. They have included State
political leaders, Federal and State Ministers,
world-renowned pianists, sportsmen and
women, philanthropists, and some of the
nation's leading businessmen. The area even
was host to a future President of the United
States.

Canberra is not only an insatiable sycophan-
tic giant but is now being rivalled by Perth as a
syphon for this State's wealth and destiny! But
I will deal with one problem at a time.

At the time of changeover from a self-
governing colony within the British Empire to
federation there were only 190 000 people in
this vast, diversified, one million square
miles.

As we have grown and prospered, mainly be-
cause of our wool producers then our grain
growers and miners, all of whom live
substantially if not totally in the country and
outback, so we have relinquished a great deal of
our powers and our destiny to an eastern oli-
garchy-that small enclave in NSW. It could be
said that they are our masters, our governors,
our imperators.

We did not give up our independence to
those people easily or in unison. In fact, had it
not been for "t'othersiders" or Eastern States
expatriates, the vote would have gone the other
way on the federation issue and Western
Australia would have been an independent,
autonomous nation within the British Com-
monwealth instead of the subservient entity
we are today.

So my goal as I see it, Mr Speaker, my charge
and responsibility to the people of Murchison-
Eyre and my fellow goldfielders, is to act as a
watchdog, a guardian against the further
atrophying and shrinking of Western
Australian rights by insidious and often covent
or duplicitous legislation from Canberra, like
amendments to the taxation Act, the heritage

Act, national land rights, and the most vex-
atious of all, the misnomer called the Bill of
Rights. I feel that I amn further charged with
attempting to hold the scales more evenly, to
regain from Canberra some of the decision-
making and equity that most of my constitu-
euts agree is rightfully within the realms of
Western Australia, the largest State of this
federated nation.

We need more independence in areas of in-
ternational air travel and the ability to process
our own migrants. We need to be able to say
what we export and, in some instances, bearing
in mind the constitutional provisions with re-
spect to free trade between the States, to be
able to decide what we import. We need to be
able to issue our own fishing licences and have
more say in respect of Canberra's laws.

We need to be able to raise our own income
taxes again, a right we gave to Canberra in
1942, without being disciplined or victimised
by that city. We could be, given that chance,
the progenitors of a new taxation system that
this nation so desperately needs. Were we to
regain this rather basic prerogative, for which
there is little doubt that the bard working
people of my electorate yearn now, surely in
the future we would demand or entreat our
federal masters for a flat taxation system that
negates or replaces the tax madness that ema-
nates from the increasingly alien Canberra.

The unbelievably cruel taxes of recent times
are manifestations of this tax insanity sweeping
the nation. I refer to the proposed gold tax that
will surely close goidmines in Murchison-Eyre
and send back some towns, like Phoenix in
reverse, to ashes and abandoned debris. The
fringe benefits tax has the potential to be even
more devastating that the iniquitous proposed
gold tax; and then there are the capital gains
tax and the superannuation tax. The latter tax
is on the retirement funds of all working men
and women. All of these inequities are imposed
by this parasitic Canberra, several thousand
kilometres from our administrative centre. So
much for federation and the protection of our
States' rights-rights and equity that are
blatantly and arrogantly ignored and
transgressed upon even by some or our own
Western Australian senators and House of
Representatives members.

A true Western Australian patriot cannot
but ask him self, what is in it for us? What
is in it for Western Australia, with only a frac-
tion of the nation's population, earning in ex-
cess of 20 per cent of export income? The
answer has to be, by even the most ardent fed-
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eralist, not much! And by a more pragmatic
Western Australian perhaps, nothing! We only
pay!

For instance our mining industry which
keeps the Canberra nuclear-free tug afloat, pays
Canberra 77c of every dollar it grosses. It is the
prime cause of much of the debilitation of that
premier and noble pursuit-not the high
wages bogey. Yet Canberra still has the unmiti-
gated gall and temerity to propose to heap on
us a tax on gold-a tax that affects almost ex-
clusively, Western Australia and ultimately all
Western Australians!

One could not but feel, when this un-
justifiable, inexcusable, and wicked tax was
proposed, that the cost to this State and its
people of remaining in the federation was too
great a price to ay for unification.

We should in all reason, solidity, and depth,
entreat the Canberra masters to remove or
modify the tax on nickel, iron ore, and alu-
minium, and to better assist those commodities
to compete on world markets, and to expand
and offer greater employment and opportunity
for our children and the unemployed, as the
revival of the goldmining industry has
illustrated so vividly in the past five years or
so.

Mr Speaker, I spoke a moment ago of that
other sycophant. Perth, the all-powerful city
State, the -Vatican" of Western Australia,
where laws are enacted as in Canberra, in the
belief that they are for the good of Western
Australians.

It is an odd fact that although this powerful
city of Perth envelopes nearly 80 per cent of the
people of the State's million square miles-a
phenomenon existing in no other comparable
area of land in this world-it has within its
creeping suburban limits the only universities,
the only subsidised passenger rail and omnibus
facilities, the only comprehensive hospitals, the
only teaching colleges, the Only real art gal-
leries, museums, and drug rehabilitation
centres-all Government funded or subsidised.
The Government depends on the wealth earned
by country and outback people to fund these
often excessive and expensive institutions! So
the sweat of non-urban people not only funds
that obese eastern paterfamilias, but also feeds,
to its debilitation, Perth and its myriad social
departments, public servants, functioning insti-
tutions, barely functioning institutions, Police
Force, ethnic groups, sectional interests, etc.

So I bring you back, Mr Speaker, if I may, to
the growing inequity and antipathy between
Canberra and Western Australia, an anomaly I
am committed to work to rectify if I am able.
But I am no less committed to put my best
endeavours during my time in this House to see
that more of the wealth generated, and
fabricated, and created by people of mining
and pastoral areas of this State substanially
stays where it is earned.

(Applause.]
MR WATT (Albany) [8.22 p.m.]: Like other

members who have spoken in this debate I too
would like to add to you, Mr Speaker, my con-
gratulations on your appointment to the office
of Speaker. In fact, on thinking about it, it is
the first time I have congratulated you since
you became the Speaker. Like one or two other
members, I took the opportunity of congratu-
lating you before you became the Speaker. I
now do so formally. I certainly recognise the
responsibility that rests with you. You will
have the respect of and co-operation from
members on this side of the House. Having sat
in the Chair, and endeavoured to do your job
on a number of occasions, I understand what it
can be like. I wish you well.

I offer my congratulations to those new
members who have been elected to both sides
of this House. I particularly congratulate the
member for Murchison-Eyre on the quality of
his maiden speech. I also congratulate those
who have been appointed to the Ministry. After
a quick look around the House, I do not think
there are any of the new Ministers here. Never-
theless, as we hear the voice of one of our
*Honorary Ministers, I will not comment on
what may or may not befall him in the fullness
of time.

Mr Pearce interjected.
Mr WATT: He is still an Honorary Minister.
Mr Pearce: A wink is as good as a nod, as

they say.
Mr WATT: I agree with the member for

Pilbara who made some comments about new
members in this House. I do not think she will
mind my saying that she was one of those
members who came into this place thinking
one had to hate one's political opponents. It is
true to say we do not have a great deal in
common with each other but that is no reason
for the bitterness that sometimes pervades this
place. Of course we will have our political
battles in this Chamber, but once a member
becomes involved in a committee with his pol-
itical opponents and has to share duties, he
realises that those opponents are only people
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trying to do the same job that he is trying to do.
In most cases, they are quite pleasant people. 1
hope those new members have a happy experi-
ence in this place.

Mr D. L. Smith: It is hard to dislike nice
people.

Mr WATT: I guess the member is right.
I refer to the campaign which led to the elec-

tion of this new Parliament. When I first de-
cided to seek a career in politics, many people
tried to tell me I was mad because politics was
a dirty business. I was somewhat reluctant to
concede that point. In the first two or three
terms I served in this Parliament I did not find
that to be the case. However, during the last
campaign it became much more of a reality to
me and something I had not previously experi-
enced.

I was particularly disappointed with the
quality of the campaign run by the ALP candi-
date in Albany. There were some quite untrue,
blatant, and disgustingly dishonest advertise-
ments run in the various media. I refer to one
of the first advertisement which appeared. The
Labor Party ran a Cull page advertisement
listing items straight from the Budget docu-
ments with a picture of the ALP candidate say-
ing that if she could achieve this much as an
endorsed candidate, how much could she
achieve as Albany's local member. The adver-
tisement was blatantly dishonest. I understand
even she was embarrassed and to her credit she
had no say in the preparation of that advertise-
ment. I would be inclined to think that had she
had the opportunity, she would have said that
it was not true and told the media not to run it.

Advertisements of that type became the pat-
tern. The standard had been set and it was
followed throughout much of the ALP cam-
paign in Albany. The ALP made many prom-
ises that it could not possibly keep. It also
promised to do things it could not afford to do.
Indeed, that was borne out by the fact that the
Premier sent letters to various departments
indicating that they would need to reduce their
expenditure by various percentages to pay for
election promises which were made during the
campaign. I wish to quote from part of a stan-
dard letter sent to all departments. It reads-

Except where specifically indicated the
implementation of these policies should be
undertaken without anticipation of ad-
ditional funding.

That is, I would expect you to adjust
Departmental priorities to accommodate
them.

I would appreciate your advice within
28 days of your, programme and proposed
method of achieving this objective.

I know this letter threw some departments into
utter turmoil. The Education Department
copped a list in excess of 100 items. Some ad-
ditional funding was offered for a small num-
ber of those items. The majority of promises
were expected to be achieved by cutting funds
in other areas.

Mr Pearce: It is well under way, too.

Mr WATT: That may well be. Quite frankly
in a more honest political environment, with
the talk of a banana republic and the cuts in
financial grants to the States from the
Premiers' Conference, we are looking down the
barrel with the economy being in the state it is
in. if the Government had been able to cut
expenditure by the 15 per cent that is required
to introduce some of these new initiatives
which were dangled as carrots to attract the
voters to the election, then the cuts should have
been made before as efficient and good man-
agement.

The Government had a lot to say during the
election about the Opposition's policy on hous-
ing interest rates. It suggested that it was quite
wrong to have a policy that would enable
people to maintain the level of payment to
which they were committed when they took out
their loan, by the means of extending the
period. What it forgot to mention was that the
average life of a housing loan is about eight
years and most people do not see their housing
loans out to the full term undertaken at their
commencement.

Therefore, with inflation and the passing of
time a property is sold and a new property is
purchased. The whole deal is renegotiated so
that the person enters into a new commitment
which he can afford. While the Government
was saying that, the Rural and Industries Bank
was imposing those same conditions, yet the
Government was espousing a different view to
people involved in small businesses. I quote
from one letter sent to some people who run a
small business in Albany which stated-

The interest rates on instalment credit
and bridging finance loans were increased
on 6 January 1986 and the rate now appli-
cable to your loan is 19.200 per cent per
annum. Repayments have remained un-
changed and the term of the loan has been
extended accordingly.
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That produces the results which the Premier
was so critical of in situations such as this. To
quote the Premier, "That business would have
been paying interest on interest." In a letter
written to the Premier those people stated that
in trying to restructure their business they had
Co raise extra funds from the bank and to do so
they had to use their family home as security.

These people made the point-and I think
they were quite right-that in the same way as
the housing loan market was being subsidised
by the Government, in certain circumstances
people in small business, especially those
disadvantaged because of the rural decline,
should also have been entitled to some form of
interest rate subsidy. However, that was not the
case.

In a question on notice today I asked what
programmes had been implemented by this
Government to assist small businesses in
country areas which had been affected by the
rural crisis. Of course, it was no real surprise to
find that there was none.

The "Albany Tomorrow" programme was
put together as a regional concept and although
I represent the town of Albany, I believe that
we are pant of the region and I like to think of it
in those terms. If I had any disappointment
about the programme it was that it did not
suffliciently reflect regional aspiration. It was
very much an Albany programme.

Mr Pearce: You were quick enough to sup-
port it during the campaign, just the same.

Mr WATT: I will take up that interjection by
the Minister. I am one person who has consist-
ently supported the establishment of the
"Albany Tomorrow" strategy from day one
and I have supported it all the way through. It
is interesting to note the publicity which came
from the Government trying to suggest that I
and some of my colleagues had rejected the
"Albany Tomorrow" plan. That was never the
case.

Mr Pearce: The Leader of the Opposition
did.

Mr WATT: No, he did not. The only person
who appeared to have opposed it was my erst-
while upper House colleague who was critical,
and so was 1, about the way it was introduced.
The subeditors of the papers that ran the
stories put their bylines at the beginning of the
articles and they were quite misleading. For
example, one stated "Libs reject Government
plan". in fact, that headline did not reflect the
content of the article at all.

I was very critical of the timing of the release
of the "Albany Tomorrow" plan and the way it
was introduced. The Minister for Regional De-
velopment was not responsible for the pro-
gramme at the time but he has now assumed
that responsibility. I am pleased that he has
given an assurance that it will be implemented.
We are concerned about some aspects of the
programme that we had been led to believe
were not taking place. However, hopefully
those matters are now proceeding

First of all, the timing was arranged to co-
incide with the rising of Parliament so that no
opportunity was available to question the
Government in Parliament about those things
that had been promised in the programme. It
was launched in a grandiose style in the town
hall theatre in Albany in front of a packed
house, all at Government expense. A magnifi-
cent film was shown, together with a beauti-
fully and professionally-prepared glossy bro-
chure that contained many pictures but very
few words, promises, or time commitments.
According to the answer I received today the
cost of that exercise was in excess of $50 000.

Mr Pearce: If you support the programme,
you should support that launch.

Mr WATT: I think it was a dreadful waste of
taxpayers' money. It was a campaign waged
with taxpayers' money.

The film shown at the launch had cost in the
order of $26 000 and it was given to the
Australian Labor Party. Simultaneously with
its release in the Albany Town Halt a film was
shown on the Golden West television network.
The cost of running the programme was paid
for by the Labor Party but the film was 99 per
cent the same as the film shown at the launch
in Albany. The Minister has tried to tell us
today that a separate film was made to be
shown on television. Of course, a separate film
had to be made but the cost of flying the heli-
copter from Perth to cover the area and
preparing the film was met by the Government.
The film shown at the launch was paid for by
the Government and then given to the ALP to
be used for political campaign purposes.

In addition, the bulk of the beautifully pre-
pared, glossy brochures, 7 000 of which were
printed, was given to the ALP which
distributed a copy to every household in
Albany as an indication of its policy for
Albany. No matter which way one looks at it
the Government spent $50 000 of taxpayers'
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funds for the purpose of providing the ALP
with its publicity. It is shameful and a dreadful
waste of taxpayers' money.

There are a number of other examples which
1 consider demonstrate deceit on the pan of the
Government-for example, a couple of Minis-
ters tried to talk up the prospect of 1 000 new
jobs being created in Albany as a result of the
"Albany Tomorrow" plan. It would take a most
vivid and fertile imagination on the part of
anyone to anticipate that the "Albany
Tomorrow" plan will create 1 000 new jobs.
Would that it were so. I would be Over the
moon, but it simply will not happen.

Part of the Press release that accompanied
the launch read as follows-

Albany and the Great Southern Region
are to be given a $36.6-million boost
through the Government's Albany
Tomorrow Programme-

Many people who read items in the Press do
not read past the first paragraph. To say the
least, it upset the people of Geraldton when
they read that the Government intended to
give Albany $36.6 million and in fact it was not
true, because the Government intended to
commit only $21.6 million to the plan.

Statements on the issue were worded rather
cleverly so that they left room for a way out. All
the way along it was said, "Of course, the suc-
cess of the plan depends on the people of
Albany." That threw the ball back into their
court and placed an obligation on the people of
Albany to ensure the success of the plan. I
agree, the people of Albany shared some
measure of responsibility for the success of the
plan, but the statements on it referred to some-
thing which was rather more imaginary than
real.

The Press release said-

The Government will .. , encourage the
commercial development of a four-star ho-
tel and retail complex.

Encouraging private enterprise to do something
is very different from making a commitment
that something will happen.

The Government said also that it would em-
bark-as I understand it the word "embark"
means "to start"-on a $9.5 million upgrading
programme of the Albany Regional Hospital.
That is not pant of a new plan. In the past two
Budgets funds have been committed for the
upgrading of the Albany Regional Hospital and
that has stanted already.

It is blatantly deceitful to try to sell the ex-
penditure of $9.5 million on the Albany Re-
gional Hospital as part of a $21.6 million plan
which in fact was paraded as a $36.6 million
boost to Albany, when in fact the figure was
nearer $12 million. The expenditure of the $12
million which remains must be spread over at
least three years, because no time commitment
was given. Thus at best we have an expenditure
of about $4 million a year.

The Government kept comparing "Bunbury
2000" with the "Albany Tomorrow" plan. It
referred to the "highly successful $Bunbury
2000' plan". I have a Press clipping from the
South Western Times which refers to problems
being experienced as a result of the economic
situation. It indicates that some of the commit-
ments made for the south-west might have to
be put on the back burner for a while. In re-
spect of "Bunbury 2000" the article says-

.. other schemes promised in the $200
million second stage of the regionalisation
programme are expected to be hit when
Government spending cuts are finalised.

The Government was offering Albany $12
million for the first stage of the plan, but was
talking about a $200 million second stage for
Bunbury. From a positive point of view, I sup-
port the projects proposed under the $12
million expenditure.

It took a couple of months to obtain a reply
from the Minister for Regional Development
as to precisely what the plan would contain. A
great deal of the Press comment in the bro-
chure was not very specific in respect of the
plan and it seemed to me that, because such
precise figures were bandied around in the pre-
election period, the Minister must have a
record of how the expenditure would be made.
Therefore, I asked him to send me that infor-
mation. I was disappointed that the letter pre-
pared by the Minister's office on his behalf did
not tell me anything I did not know already.
The letter costed about four or five of the items
involved, including stage two of the North
Albany High School which in fact is Finished
and is not part of a new plan.

Mr Carr: It was still pant of the material
which was costed.

Mr WAIT: The Minister then listed six or
eight other items which were being considered;
so we did not receive precise infornation as to
what was intended. I hope the Minister will
give favourable consideration to the items
mentioned and 1 will give him my support and
encouragement.
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When I wrote to the Minister, I sent him a
photograph indicating the sorts of problems we
experience in Albany harbour when storms oc-
cur. I hope that photograph demonstrated the
need for the boat harbour to be constructed
quickly.

I have indicated that the launching of the
"Albany Tomorrow" programme was flamboy-
ant and its claims were somewhat exaggerated.
Another example of the Government's dis-
honest advertising in Albany was a series of
advertisements which suggested that previous
Liberal Governments had done nothing to help
the region and community of Albany. Those
advertisements featured bandaid treatments,
telescopes which were the wrong way around,
things being swept under the carpet, and the
like.

In the nine years the Liberal Party was in
Government between 1974 and 1983 many im-
provements were made in Albany both by the
Government and private enterprise. It is cer-
tainly the Government's job to provide various
facilities in the community and it also has a
responsibility to create a climate in which pri-
vate enterprise not only will want to invest, but
also will have the capacity to invest.

Mr Bryce: You did not do a very good job on
Albany's climate and we promised we would
fix that up. That would be the No.1I objective.

Mr WATT: I assure the Deputy Premier my
comments relate to the economic climate.

I shall list some of the improvements which
occurred in Albany during the nine years the
Liberal Party was in office. The list is off the
top of my head and is by no means complete.

During that period many new Government
departments were established in Albany. Em-
ployment opportunities for public servants
increased substantially. Considerable auton-
omy was given to a number of departments in
Albany, including the Main Roads Depart-
ment, the State Energy Commission, the Edu-
cation Department, the Department of
Agriculture, and the then Public Works Depart-
ment. All schools received a major upgrading.

The new North Albany High School was built.
Indeed, three or four new private schools were
built, assisted by the Government.

The growth and development of-the TAFE
college in Albany has been spectacular. Albany
Senior High School received a major
upgrading. The residency museum, one of the
finest outside the metropolitan area, was estab-
lished.

There has been a major upgrading of roads,
especially Albany Highway, which was in a
very poor state when we came to office in 1974.
Substantial sums were Spent on water supplies,
sewerage, and the regional prison. In addition,
during that period, the private sector invested
substantially in Albany.

All the banks either built new premises or
undertook major upgrading of the premises
they occupied. Two new shopping centres have
been built and Boans' store was given a major
upgrading. Stock firms and many local
businesses have built new premises or
upgraded existing ones. Indeed, the amount of
investment in Albany during that period was
spectacular.

In respect of recreation, culture, span, and
the arts a major facility was established in the
town hall, for intimate theatre, and supported
by the Government at a cost of approximately
$1 million. A leisure centre and an extensive
sporting complex were built. The racing and
trotting clubs established new facilities with as-
sistance from the Government. A new art gal-
lery was built by the town council with Govern-
ment assistance. The list goes on.

Albany is branded with an unfortunate repu-
tation which is quite wrong. The media seems
to have a penchant for focusing on everything
bad about Albany. It is true one or two unfortu-
nate situations have occurred there an example
of which was the closing of the Cheynes Beach
Whaling Company. The abattoir was closed
down, but has been sold and reopened. As the
Premier said today, Albany received a setback
in respect of the Southern Ocean Fish Pro-
cessors; but it has not been all bad.

People in the Albany region have a tremen-
dous resilience and a capacity to overcome ad-
versity comparable with that of people in few
other regions.

Not every business is exactly thriving in
Albany, but by no means could it be said that
every business is going broke either. Many
businesses are doing quite well. The media
needs to get off Albany's back and give it a
little positive publicity for a change. It should
present Albany in a positive light.

There is some light at the end of the tunnel.
My time is almost up, but I intended to men-
tion the probability of a mineral development
which is to take place near Albany which is
known as the southdown magnetite prospect.
The identified area which was initially about
4.5 kilometres in length has now been extended
to at least 18 kilometres in length and it is
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likely to produce at least 650 million tonnes of
high grade magnetite. Next year they hope to
do some trial mining and export 200 000
tonnes of product through the Port of Albany.
There is potential for growth in the area. New
facilities will need to be built at the port which,
of course, will add to the economy of the region
through the multiplier effect.

The Opposition is very confident that
Albany has a fine future.

Members: Hear, hear!

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Pearce
(Leader of the House).

House adjourned at 8.52 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

FOREIGN TREATIES: PROVISIONS

State's Rights
1. MrMENSAROS, toathe Premier:

(I) Is he aware how many treaties are in
force between the Commonwealth of
Australia and overseas countries?

(2) Does he know of any provisions of
treaties which could be interpreted as
interfering with the State's righcs, not
enumerated in the Constitution, to be
the subject of the Commonwealth's
jurisdiction?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) The treaty section of the Common-

wealth Depantment of Foreign Affairs
advises that as at 31 December 1985,
there were approximately 1 535 treat-
ies in force between the Common-
wealth of Australia and overseas
countries.

(2) A number of treaty provisions have
extended the jurisdiction of the Com-
monwealth into areas not specified by
the Constitution. This has been held
by the High Court to be within the
Commonwealth's constitutional
powers.

FOREIGN TREATIES
Federal Clauses

2. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:
(1) Has the State Government pursued

the aim with the Federal Government
of having "Federal clauses" inserted
in treaties Australia concludes with
overseas countries?

(2) If so, was there any positive result?
(3) If not, why not?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) The principles and procedures for

Commonwealth-State consultation on
treaties indicate that the Common-
wealth Government dues not favour
the inclusion of Federal clauses in
treaties and does not intend to instruct
Australian delegations to seek such in-
clusion.

MINERALS: IRON ORE
Exports: Japan

3. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) Is he aware that the Japanese iron ore

import from Western Australia during
the 1985 Japanese financial year
decreased by nearly 10 per cent
compared with 1984, whereas the de-
crease from Brazil has only been
around three per cent and Indian
imports increased by 20 per cent?

(2) In view of these comparative figures,
could he explain the reasons why our
State fared worst?

(3) What have he and the Government
done and what are they going to do to
remedy this situation?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Comparing 1985 Japanese iron ore

imports with those of 1984, the rel-
evant shares of Australia, Brazil, and
India were-

1985 1984
Australia
Brazil
India

44.5%
24.5%
15.5%

48%
25%
12%

(2) The three main factors accounting for
the reduced Australian share of the
Japanese imports in 198 5 were-
(a) In 1985 Indian iron ore producers

negotiated additional tonnage
shipments to Japan by signifi-
candly reducing their price;

(b) Sweden re-entered the Japanese
market after an absence of over
10 years;

(c) production problems experienced
by one Pilbara iron ore pro-
ducer-Mt Newman-resulted in
lower than scheduled shipments
by the company to Japan.

(3) In my discussions with the Japanese
steel mills during March this year, I
received their assurances that
Australia will retain its traditional
share of approximately 48 to 50 per
cent of the Japanese import market in
the future provided our iron ore pro-
ducers remain competitive, The
Government is assisting WA pro-
ducers through promoting improved
industrial relations and by facilitating
development of the industry.
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MOTOR VEHICLE LICENCES
Caravans and Trailers

4. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) How many caravan and trailer li-

cences are currently in force in West-
em Australia?

(2) How many of these are estimated to
pay licence fees-
(a) yearly;
(b) six-monthly?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) As at 30 June 1985 there were 31 534

caravans and 167 783 trailers licensed
in Western Australia.
It should be noted
trailers includes
semitrailers and
trailers.

that the figure for
such vehicles as

converter dolly

(2) It is estimated that, in line with gen-
eral licensing trends, 40 per cent of
licences are renewed annually and 60
per cent are renewed six monthly.
However, experience indicates that in
the case of caravans and small dom-
estic trailers the annual renewal rate is
substantially higher.

WATER AUTHORITY
Administrative Regions

5. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) How many regions which used to be

the country water supply area are
proposed to be established to be
administered by the Water Authority
of Western Australia?

(2) Where are the head offices of such re-
gions proposed to be?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) The number of regions is still to be

determined.
(2) Answered by (1).

WATER RESOURCES: IRRIGATION
Carnarvon: Allocations

6. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Is there a new system of water allo-

cation proposed for the Carnarvon ir-
rigation area?

(2) If so, does such new system average
the allocation for a yearly quote and

(4)

do away with the separate quantities
used for summer and winter months?

(3) If (2) is "Ves", when does the new
yearly allocation period start?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) A new system is already operational.

(2) Yes.

(3) The new yearly allocation
commenced on I May 1986.

period

WATER RESOURCES: CONSUMPTION
Reductions: Measures

7. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) To what extent have the reported

propositions-The West Australian I
May, 1986, page 34-by the Director
of Water Resources to reduce water
consumption been put into practice
by the Water Authority of Western
Australia?

(2) Can he give examples of measures
introduced which will lead to lesser
consumption?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) The newspaper article referred to by

the member dealt with the possible re-
duction in water consumption in the
house and in the garden. The most
commonly accepted strategies to re-
duce consumption is by regulation,
education, and price. The Water Auth-
ority has an education programme
and a pricing structure which are
aimed at discouraging the wasteful use
of water.

(2) A pay-for-use policy throughout the
State and increasing block charges for
country consumers; leak detection; en-
couragement of the re-use of waste
water in country towns for oval
watering; and a number of educational
pamphlets which I will send to the
member.

WATER RESOURCES: UNDERGROUND

Gingin: Restrictions
8. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary Minister

assisting the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Is it proposed to declare restrictions

for drawing ground water for private
purposes in the Gingin area?
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(2) If so, what are the proposed bound-
aries of the area to be gazetted?

(3) Will the policy of the last Liberal
Government of having a local advis-
ory committee appointed for initially
setting and later altering the quota and
for generally administering the restric-
tions prevail?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Proposals for round water use in the

Gingin round water area are assessed
individually, and restrictions are ap-
plied where ground water availability
is inadequate.

(2) The Gingin round water area was
gazetted on 26 September 1975 and
extended on 16 July 1976 and I July
1983. The area extends nonth from
Muchea to Moora, west to the coast,
south to Guilderton, and south-east to
Muchea.

(3) The appointment of an advisory com-
mittee is presently under consider-
ation.

WATER RESOURCES
Payments: Easy System

9. Mr MENSAROS, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) In connection with the recently

announced new system of "easy water
payments", when consumers sign the
authority for debiting the account at
their bank, building society, etc-
(a) will they be able to check the

assessed rates and charges before
the amount has been debited to
their account; or

(b) will they only receive the assess-
ment after the amount has been
debited?

(2) If "Yes" to [(a), how much time will
be given to check the assessment and
will the consumer have the oppor-
tunity to stop the authority for pay-
ment if it is not satisfactory?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
()and (2) All accounts to direct debit

customers will continue to be issued in
the normal way.

These customers will receive the same
account details, with the same due
date for payment; and they will have
the same opportunities to query their
accounts as other customers.
Customers are entitled to cancel their
direct debit instructions at any time.
The cancellation must be given in
writing and the authority will comply
immediately upon receipt.
If the particular direct debit tran sac-
tion is already in course when the can-
cellation order is received, the auth-
ority will advise the customer and
offer to refund the payment if
requested.
Following cancellation or refund of a
direct debit payment, interest will be
chargeable on any overdue amounts.

ABATTOIR: MIDLAND
Sale Price:- Details

10. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it fact that at one time the Midland

Abattoir was leased and/or rented to a
company and that the rental was
raised to $75 000 per annum on the
basis of a capital cost of $3.5 millIion?

(2) How was the present sale price estab-
lished?

(3) Why was not the market tested by call-
ing tenders for that which has been
disposed of?

(4) Is it fact that in the terms of the sale
there is a three-year lease on the
saleyards with an option for a further
three years?

(5) If "Yes" to (4), what are the plans for
the establishment of new saleyards
and where will they be established?

(6) What was the total debt charged
against the Midland Abattoir?

(7) Now that the abattoir and hence the
equity have been disposed of, what are
the Government's plans for writing off
the debt?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) The Midland Abattoir complex has

not been leased or rented. The sheep
and pig lairage area was leased to a
company between May 1981 and May
1984. The rental was-
From May 1981 -$6 000 per month
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From July 1982-S$6 210 per month
From Sept 1982-$5 123 per month
From July 1983-$ 5 379 per month

The rental charged was negotiated on
a commercial basis. -

(2) After advice from consultants and
then by negotiation.

(3) The Government considered that a di-
rect sale for a designated use was in
the best interests of the State.

(4) Yes.

(5) A feasibility study will be carried out.
However, the new owners of the land
have indicated that there will be space
provided at the present complex for
livestock sales for as long as the
Government requires. Consequently it
is not contemplated that livestock
sales will relocate in the foreseeable
future.

(6) The net loan liability at 30 June 198$
was $ 13.2 million.

(7) Treasury is already recompensing. the
Meat Commission for loan repay-
ments, and once legislation can be pre-
pared it is the intention to formally
write off the debt.

UNION: BUILDERS LABOURERS
FEDERATION

Standover Tactics

11. Mr STEPHENS, to the Premier:

(1) Is he aware that claims have been
made that the Builders Labourers Fed-
eration in Perth is using standover tac-
tics?

(2) If "Yes", would he reconsider the de-
cision not to deregister the Builders
Labourers Federation?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) Yes, it is known that such claims have
been made.

(2) No. The Government's initiatives for
regulation of the building industry, in-
cluding legislation specifically aimed
at the BLF, will provide for fast track
deregistration in the event that the
union does not comply with the code
of conduct to be enacted.

WATER RESOURCES: COMPREHENSIVE
WATER SCHEME

Connections: Feasibility Study
12. Mr COWAN, to the Honorary Minister

assisting the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) Has the Water Authority conducted a

feasibility study into connecting
Hyden and Karlgarin to the compre-
hensive water scheme?

(2) If not, does it intend doing so in the
near future?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) The former Public Works De-

partment conducted such a study. It
revealed that the cost of such a scheme
was economically unviable compared
to the development of local headworks,
at Hyden.

AGRICULTURE: RURAL AID FUNDS
A vailability

13. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Agrculture:
(1) With regard to rural aid funds made

available through Commonwealth-
State agreements, what is the actual
amount of money made available by
the Commonwealth and the State re-
spectively for-
(a) drought relief;
(b) rural adjustment schemes;
(Ic) special carry-on finance;
(d) household support;
(e) interest rate relief schemes?

(2) Of the money which has been made
available, how much has been
expended by the Rural Adjustment
and Finance Corporation for on-lend-
ing to approved applicants in each
category?

(3) What is the actual amount of money
paid to successful applicants by the
corporation to 30 May 1986?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) (a) The actual amount of money to

be made available under natural
disaster arrangements will not be
known until all applications have
been finalised. There is provision
for $18.23 million with $7.23
million to be provided by the
Commonwealth and $11.00
million by the State.
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(b) The Commonwealth has provided
the State with an interest subsidy
of $0.617 million. These funds
are to support finance assistance
under the scheme to the extent of
$13.82 million. To 30 May 1986,
the State was to provide $9.565
million for applications approved
under the scheme. An annual sum
of $251 200 had been approved as
a direct payment to applicants
from the funds provided by the
Commonwealth.

(c) A total of $3.6 million has been
provided through the Rural In-
dustries Act special scheme No. I
trust account from funds held to
the credit of the rural reconstruc-
lion and rural adjustment trust
funds. A further sum of
approximately $3.0 million has
been provisionally approved by
RAFCOR.

(d) The State is reimbursed by the
Commonwealth for all payments
made under the household sup-
port provisions of the rural ad-
justment scheme.

(e) Funds to the extent of $40 million
are provided by the State. The
Commonwealth has provided no
funding toward the interest rate
relief scheme.

(2) (a)

(b)

$8.1 44 million to 30 May 1986.

$9.565 million to 30 May 1986
for on-lending; $251 200 as an
annual interest subsidy to 30 May
1986.

(c) $6.728 million subject to the con-
ditions of the scheme to 30 May
1986.

(d)

(e)

(3) (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

$759 377.20 to 30 May 1986.

Nil.

$3.789 million.

$3.554 million new RAS;
$2.878 million old RAS.

5243 000.

$247 859.80.

(e) Nil.

AGRICULTURE
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation:

Applications
14. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) As at 30 May 1986, what are the num-

bers of applications submitted to the
Rural Adjustment and Finance Cor-
poration for-
(a) drought relief;
(b) debt reconstruction;
(c) special carry-on finance;
(d) interest rate relief;
(e) household support?

(2) How many of the applications were, in
each category, successful?

(3) How many approved applicants have
actually received funds?

Mr
(1)

GRILL replied:
(a) 428;
(b) 718;
(c) application is made for debt re-

construction and if unsuccessful
because of non-viability, then
assessed for special carry-on;

(d)
(e)

(2) (a)

3;
77.
183;

(b) 158;
(c) 160;
(d) not yet fated;
(e) 95.

(3) (a) 86;
(b) 63-27 new RAS; 36 old LAS;
(c) 6;
(d) not applicable;
(e) 86.

MOTOR VEHICLES: GOVERNMENT
Special Licence Plates

15. Mr COWAN, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) How many vehicles are there in West-

em Australia which carry the blue
Government licence plates?

(2) How many of these are-
(a) passenger vehicles;
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(b) commercial utilities, vans, or
four-wheel drive vehicles;

(c) trucks licensed to carry mare than
1.5 tonnes?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) 16869.
(2) (a) 4 019;

(b) 3 220;
(c) 1 708.

The above figures relate to vehicles li-
censed as at 9 June 1986.

NATURAL DISASTER: DROUGHT
ReliefApplications

16. Mr COWAN, to the Treasurer:
(1) How many applications have been

made by rural small businesses for
drought relief?

(2)

(3)

(4) Is the information contained in the
booklet still accurate and, if not,
which areas require updating?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Cabinet.
(2)

(3)
(4)

How many were approved?
What is the total amount of funding
necessary for payment of approved
applications?

(4) As at 30 May 1986, what is the actual
amount paid out by Treasury?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Forty businesses made applications

for loans on or before 30 April 1986,
the extended closing date for
lodgement of applications.

(2) Of the 25 applications on which as-
sessment has been completed, four
loans have been approved.

(3) $158000.
(4) Nil. Disbursement of funds is subject

to preparation, execution, and regis-
tration of securities.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
"Western Australia-Leading Australia into the

1 990s"
17. Mr CASH, to the Premier:

(1) Who authorised the production and
publication of the booklet "Western
Australia-Leading Australia into the
1990s"?

(2) When was the booklet published and
to whom was it distributed?

(3) How many booklets were printed and
at what cost?

December 1985.
Distributed to the Tokyo Agency,
London Agency, Exim Corporation
Limited, Government departments,
key industry groups, WA Council of
Social Services, Local Government
Association, Country Shire Councils
Association, TLC affiliated unions,
business and community leaders, Par-
liamentary Library, public libraries.
Copies are also available for sale from
the State Government Information
Centre.
15 00at acost of $1.64 each.
Economic indicators referred to in the
document were the latest available at
the time of preparation. Although the
economic indicators are now outdated
by six months, the overall position is
that Western Australia is still leading
Australia into the 1990s.

POLICE
Blue Light Discos: Operations

18. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) How many and in which areas do blue

light discos operate throughout West-
ern Australia?

(2) Has there been a measurable re-
duction in juvenile crime in areas in
which blue light discos have been es-
tablished?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), will he provide details?
(4) In which areas in Western Australia is

it intended to establish further blue
light discos and when will these be es-
tablished?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) There are currently 47 blue light

discos operating in Western
Australia-14 in the metropolitan
area and 33 at country venues.
The metropolitan discos are situated
at-
Applecross
Armada le
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Belmont
Cockburn-Hilton
Fremantle
Kalamunda
Karrinyup
Kensington
Kenwick
Midland
Mirrabooka
Subiaco
Thornie
Wanneroo

The country discos are situated at-
Albany
Boddinglon
Bridgetown
Broome
Bunbury
Busselton
Camnarvon
Collie
Comrgin
Dalwallinu
Denmark
Dwellingup
Esperance
Geraldton
Kalgoorlie
Kununurra
Manjimup
Morawa-Perenjori
Mt Barker
Narrogin
Norseman
Ongerup
Port Hedland
Quairading
Ravensthorpe
Southern Cross
Tambellup-Broome Hill
Toodyay
Wagin
Wheatbet-Koorda, Mukcinbudin,

Bencubbin, Beacon, Trayning.
Wickepin
Wongan Hills
Wyalkatchem

(2) There has been no study undertaken
to determine if the blue light discos
have resulted in a measurable re-
duction in juvenile crime.

(3) Answered by (2).
(4) The location of future blue light discos

depends entirely on the initiative of
interested local community groups or

individuals working in conjunction
with their local police to form a blue
light disco branch committee.

POLICE STATIONS

Staffing: Reductions

19. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:

(t) Is it intended to reduce the staffing
levels of any police stations during the
next 12 months?

(2) If "Yes", which police stations and for
what reasons?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(1) The Commissioner of Police has ad-
vised me that it is not presently
intended to reduce staffing levels in
the next 12 months.

(2) Answered by (1).

LISTENING DEVICES ACT

Offences.- Charges

21. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:

(1) How many persons have been charged
by members of the Western Australian
Police Force with offences related to
the Listening Devices Act 1978 since
its assent in May 1978?

(2) Has any Minister for Police requested
a report as provided for in section 5 of
the Listening Devices Act 1978 since
its assent in May 1978?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), which Minister for
Police made the request and on what
date?

Mr GORDON KILL replied:

(1) There is no separate record kept of the
persons charged with breaches of the
Listening Devices Act. However, it is
believed there have only been two
prosecutions since 1978.

(2) No, not according to the department's
correspondence records section.

(3) Not applicable.
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POLICE
Listening Devices Act: Authorisations

22. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:

On how many occasions each year
since 1978 has a member of the Police
Force, acting in the performance of his
duty, been authorised to use a
listening device under the provisions
of the Listening Devices Act 1978?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
1978 4 occasions
1979 2 occasi ons
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
TOTAL

4 occasions
10 occasions
7 occasions

19 occasions
17 occasi ons
46 occasions
13 occasions

122 occasions

BILL OF RIGHTS
Police Union View

25. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:

Has the Western Australian Police
Union of Workers expressed a view to
him on the implications of the
proposed Australian Bill of Rights Bill
1985 which has been introduced into
the Federal Parliament?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
No.

POLICE STATION
Morley: Accommodation

26. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) Does he acknowledge that the Morley

police station general duties section
and criminal investigation bureau sec-
tion, are in need of additional office
accommodation?

(2) Is it intended to include specific funds
for the Morley police station in the
1986 Budget?

Mr

0I)
GORDON HILL replied:
and (2) The Commissioner of Police
has advised me that he does not ac-
knowledge that the Morley police
station general duties section and
criminal investigation bureau section
are in need of additional office accom-
modation and accordingly funds have
not been sought.

SHOPPING: TRADING HOURS
Inquiry: Completion

27. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Industrial
Relations:
(1) Has the inquiry into trading hours

been completed?
(2) Does the Government intend to intro-

duce legislation in the winter session
of the Parliament to change existing
trading hours for all or any class of
shops?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENCES
Fees: Pensioners

28. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) Prior to the 1986 State ejection, did

the Government promise to reduce
motor vehicle fees for pensioners?

(2) If "Yes", when is this concession to
come into effect?

(3) Who will be eligible for the proposed
concession?

(4) What is the annual estimated cost of
this concession?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 1 January 1987.
(3) All pensioners who hold a pensioner

health benefits card and who have
attained the age of 60 years in the case
of females and 65 years in the case of
males.
The concession will also extend to ser-
vice pensioners who, if they were not
receiving such a pension, would be
qualified to obtain an age pension
with pensioner health card benefits.
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(4) $1 based on the new licence fees
applying from 1 July 1986.

WATER POLICE
Relocation

29. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) Is it proposed to relocate the State

water police from their current Mews
Street, Fremantle site to another lo-
cation?

(2) If "Yes", will he provide details of and
reasons for proposed relocation, in-
cluding anticipated dates for the
proposed relocation?

(3) What is the estimated cost of the
Proposed relocation of this facility?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The present accommodation provided

for the water police section consists of
a small transportable office building
sited in the Department of Marine
'and Harbours Mews Road depot.
The facility is totally inadequate for
the present staff of 12 officers, and
this will be compounded when a
further 10 appointments proposed for
late June this year are effected.
Additionally, the department has the
loan of only two berths on the Marine
and Harbours jetty, and these will be
insufficient when the police fleet of
two vessels is increased to three later
this year.
It is intended (hat a new water police
depot will be erected on a portion of
North Fremantle sub-lot 25, to be
available for occupation January
1987.

(3) The total estimated cost of the new
facility is $1000 000, including costs
of services, a new jetty, and extension
of the existing wharf.

WATER POLICE
Patrol Vessel: Acquisition

30. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) Are the State water police to acquire

another patrol vessel?

(2) If "Yes", will he provide details of the
acquisition and the date when the
vessel will be commissioned?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Tender for construction called for in

Government Gazette dated 29
February 1986 for completion in
August 1986. The successful tenderer
was WA Marine Power of Suite 9, 88
Forrest Street, Cottesloe.
The commissioning date is not known
at this time.

POLICE STATION
Cue: Accommodation

3 1. Mr CASH, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) When was the main office accommo-

dation and adjoining officers' quarters
built at the Cue police station?

(2) Are the facilities currently provided at
the Cue police station considered ad-
equate?

(3) If "No" to (2), what specific action has
been taken to improve the situation?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) 1897.
(2) Yes. Although old, the premises have

been well maintained and upgraded
over the years by the Building Man-
agement Authority, and are con-
sidered adequate for present needs.

(3) Answered by (2).

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: "ALBANY
TOMORROW"

Brochure:- Production
34. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Regional

Development:
(1) In connection with the Government's

"Albany Tomorrow" programme, how
many copies of the brochure were
printed?

(2) Where were they printed?
(3) What was the cost of-

(a) preparation;
(b) artwork;
(c) printing;
(d) distribution?
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(4) How many quotes for the printing
were sought?

(5) How many quotes from Albany were
sought?

(6) Was the "Albany Tomorrow" Pro-
gramme the official policy of the
Australian Labor Party for Albany and
the great southern region?

(7) How many copies were given to the
Australian Labor Party Albany cam-
paign?

(8) Was any charge made?
(9) Other than the Australian Labor

Party, who else received supplies of
the brochure?

Mr CARR replied:
(1)
(2)

7000.
The brochures were printed by Frank
Daniels Pty Ltd, as indicated on the
brochure.

(3) (a) and (b)1$14 145.60;
(c) $10 020.77;
(d) negligible.

(4) and (5) 1 am advised by the advertis-
ing agency that produced the brochure
that the selection of the printer was
made on the basis of technical ca-
pacity, including capacity to under-
take four-colour separation, and
ability to complete the work within a
tight deadline over the Christmas hol-
iday period.

(6) The "Albany Tomorrow" programme
is a Government initiative, supported
and endorsed by many community
groups and organisations including
the Albany Town Council, the Albany
Shire Council, the Australian Labor
Party, the Liberal Party, and the mem-
ber himself-all of whom publicly
indicated their support in the weeks
following the programme's release.

(7) The Australian Labor Party was one of
many individuals and community
groups and organisations invited to re-
quest as many copies of the brochure
as required. I am advised that
approximately 4 000 brochures were
requested and supplied.

(8) No charge was made to any individual
or group supplied with the brochure.

(9) Other individuals and groups supplied
with the brochure included-
Mr Leon Watt, MLA;

Hon. Tom Knight, MLC;
Hon. David Wordsworth, MLC;
(all of whom are invited to request as
many additional copies as required)
Albany Town Council;
Albany Shire Council;
other local government authorities;
the great southern regional office of
the Department of Industrial Devel-
opment;
all respondents to the
Tomorrow" strategy report;

"Albany

members of the "Albany Tomorrow"
strategy group;
relevant Government agencies;
business, media organisations, and
members of the public on request.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: "ALBANY
TOMORROW"
Film: Production

35. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Regional
Development:
(1) In connection with the Government's

"Albany Tomorrow" programme,
what was the cost of the film made to
launch the programme?

(2) Was the hire of the helicopter used for
making the film included in the cost?

(3) If not, what was the cost of the heli-
copter hire?

(4) Was the film made available to the
Australian Labor Party for use in a
paid political telecast for its Albany
campaign?

(5) How much did the Australian Labor
Party pay for its use?

(6) As the television film showed several
segments containing interviews with
the Australian Labor Party's Albany
candidate, did the Australian Labor
Party contribute to the cost, or was it
paid for entirely by the Government?

(7) Is any future use planned for the film?
Mr CARR replied:
(1) $26825.
(2) and (3) Costs involved in the pro-

duction of the film were met by the
producer of the film and are not
known to the Government.
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(4) No. A second video was produced and
made available to' the Australian
Labor Party by the producer.

(5) Not known.

(6) See (4) and (5) above.

(7) The film produced for the Govern-
ment is an important source for the
promotion of Albany and the great
southern, both within Western
Australia and overseas, and is avail-
able on request.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY

Disconnections: Unpaid Accounts

36. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Minerals
and Energy:

(1) Was any instruction given during the
election campaign period to any or all
State Energy Commission branches
instructing them not to disconnect
power supplies to customers for
reasons of unpaid accounts "for the
time being"?

(2) If so, which branches?

(3) If not all branches, what basis was
used for selection?

(4) Were branches told in the instruction
they could threaten disconnection but
not actually carry out the threat?

(5) Why was the instruction given?

(6) Has it since been withdrawn?

(7) Who was responsible for issuing the
instruction?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) A departmental instruction concern-
ing disconnection for non-payment of
accounts was given on I t December.
This instruction reiterated a normal
annual commission practice.

(2) All branches involved in disconnec-
tion for non-payment of accounts
were advised.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) No.

(5) See (1).

(6) Not applicable. See (1).

(7) Deputy Commissioner.

SMALL BUSINESSES
Country Towns: Assistance

37. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Small
Business:
(I) Would he please list all forms of as-

sistance available to small businesses
in country towns which have been af-
fected by the rural crisis?

(2) Which of the items listed have been
specially implemented because of the
economic effects of the rural crisis?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) The forms of assistance available to

small businesses in country towns are
presently the same as those available
to all small businesses regardless of lo-
cation.
A scheme for concessional loans for
small businesses in drought declared
areas was available to small businesses
on application. Applications for this
scheme closed on 31 March 1986. The
deadline was extended by one month
and ended on 30 April 1986.
In addition, I am awaiting a report
from the rural non-farm business com-
mittee, which at my direction has
been established to investigate and
recommend options to the Govern-
ment on the subject.

(2) Not applicable.

INVENTIONS ACT: PRODUCT
INNOVATION CENTRE

Assessment Procedures:- Tabling
38. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Industry and Technology:
Referring to the answer given to ques-
tion 892 on 8 October 1985, that the
Western Australian Product Inno-
vation Centre does not have formal
assessment procedures for its assess-
ments, would he please table a copy?

Mr BRYCE replied:
It is assumed the member is referring
to the fact that the Western Austra-
lian Product Innovation Centre-
WAPIC-does have formal assess-
ment procedures for evaluation of in-
ventions lodged with it.
If this is the basis of his question, then
I refer him to my 5 November 1985
reply to his identical question 1442.
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As WAPIC Ply Ltd is a private
company, I suggest the member seeks
any additional detail from the
company direct.

WATER RESOURCES: GOLDFIELDS
Extensions: Investigation

39. Mr SCHELL, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Water Resources:

Does the Government intend during
the 32nd Parliament to investigate the
water resources available, with the
aim of meeting extensions to the gold-
fields and agricultural water supplies
to designate water deficient areas and
future needs of the goldfields?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
The water requirements of the gold-
fields and the agricultural areas are
kept under review by the Water Auth-
ority. Planning is undertaken to en-
sure that water supplies can be
augmented to meet rising demands as
these occur. This work proceeds on a
regular basis.

NOXIOUS PLANTS: ANGEL'S TRUMPET
Investigation: Health Department

40. Mr SCHELL, to the Minister for Health:
Why was the National Safety Coun-
cil's survey on the Datura-angel's
trumpet-plant, which revealed so
much suffering, particularly among a
large number of children shown to be
affected, not fully investigated by the
Public Health Department?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
The survey on the angel's trumpet
plant was undertaken by a former
officer of the home safety division of
the National Safety Council. It was
not claimed to be a scientific study.
The Health Department, in fact, con-
ducted a limited scientific study to de-
termine whether a full investigation
was warranted and the results of that
investigation were given by my
predecessor in March last year in
answer to question 598 in another
place.
To summiarise, the impressions
reported in the survey were not
substantiated when additional infor-
mation was collected and evaluated,
and a major costly epidemiological
study was not justified.

There has been a great deal of contro-
versy about this plant and I should
make mine and the department's
views clear. As with a great variety of
plants, direct contact with any part,
especially in sensitised persons, may
produce an allergic reaction which
may vary from mild to very serious. It
is even possible in highly sensitised
persons a reaction may be provoked
by proximity without direct contact
with the plant. There is a wide variety
of reactions to a wide variety of plants
in different individuals and I do not
believe it would be reasonable or prac-
ticable to ban all such plants.

AGRICULTURE: FARMERS
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation

Payments
41. Mr SCHELL, to the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) As many farmers are still waiting for

approved Rural Adjustment and
Finance Corporation finance,
although their seasonal commitments
have been met by overdraft or bank
bills in lieu of the approved finance,
are these farmers paying interest to
both the Rural Adjustment and
Finance Corporation and their banks,
while waiting for settlement?

(2) If so, is the Government receiving
interest from the short-term money
market, as well as from the farmers,
on this approved finance while it is
being held by Treasury?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) No. Interest is charged from the date

the loan is advanced.
Funds re-advanced from proceeds
held under a' crop lien are -charged

interest with an offset equal to the
interest cardied on the trust account
being rebated on the proceeds held.

(2) No.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Lynivood: Capital Improvements

42. Mr MacKINON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) What capital improvements are

planned for, or have been cardied out,
at the Lynwood Senior High School
for the year ending 30 June 1986?
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(2) What capital works or improvements
are listed to be carried out at the
school for the year ending 30 June
1987?

(3) If these works do not include the
upgrading of facilities to accommo-
date a specialist music programme at
the school, when is it anticipated that
this work will be completed?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Nil.
(2) Consideration is being given to

upgrading and extending the
administration area. Such works
would include a health centre. Actual
construction work will be dependent
on fund availability.

(3) Upgrading of the present facility will
be considered in conjunction with (2)
above.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Canning Vale: Alternative Site

43. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has an alternative site been located

for the Canning Vale primary school?
(2) If so, where is that site?
(3) If not, when will an alternative school

site be identified?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) 1 am currently considering

proposals put to me by a parent com-
mittee.

DTX AUSTRALIA LTD
Relocation: Financial Assistance

44. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Regional Development:
(1) What assistance, financial or

otherwise, has the Government
offered DTX Australia Ltd to estab-
lish a manufacturing facility in-
(a) Bunbury;
(b,) Western Australia?

(2) When was that offer made?

(3) Has the offer been accepted by DTX
Australia Ltd?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) (a) The WA Government assistance

package offered to DTX Australia
Ltd to establish a manufacturing
facility in Bunbury included-
Assistance to obtain Common-
wealth by-law exemption for
products re-exported;
sale of Sha of ILDA land-de-
fined as portion of Leschenault
Location 26 pant Lot 60 adjacent
to the Old Coast Road-on 20
per cent deposit with 5 further
payments over four years at an
interest rate of 14 percent.
Options on additional land could
be provided on the basis of 7.5
percent of purchase price for
holding the land over five years
with half of this amount refunded
if and when the option is taken
up-purchase price to be valu-
ation at timne of exercising option.
Land to remain in the name of
ILDA until the full purchase price
is paid;
provision of $300 000 towards
the first progress payment of a
factory development, represent-
ing the limit of the Government's
contribution to capital costs.
DTX would design and build the
factory of some 4000 M2 costing
around $2.5 million, and would
be responsible for all associated
payments-other than the
Government contribution of
$ 300 000;
the rebate of $1 000 per full-time
employee pa. in the first year-.
maximum $300 000-and $2 000
per full-time employee p.a. in the
second to fifth years-maximum
$600 000 per year. This rebate
would apply only if more than
100 persons are employed as
calculated on the following basis:
In the first year after commence-
ment of operations the number of
employees for the purpose of
establishing the 100 employee
minimum should be an average of
those employed from the ninth
month to the twelfth month. Sub-
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sequent years would be averaged
over the whole year. Rebates lo be
paid annually in arrears; and
assistance with negotiations for
training programmes available
under Commonwealth projects.
In particular, the State Depart-
ment of Employment and Train-
ing would endeavour to develop a
training package to suit the par-
ticular in-house training require-
ments of the company, under the
Commonwealth's priority one
scheme.

(b) As for (a) above.
(2) 4 February 1986.
(3) Yes.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE
OFFICE

Group Disability Insurance
45. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the State Government Insurance
Office recently bid for group disability
insurance work?

(2) If so, what was the nature of that bid?
(3) Has the State Government Insurance

Office bid for this type of work pre-
viously?

(4) If so, when?
(5) If not, when did the State Govern-

ment insurance Office make the de-
cision to embark upon this new in-
surance area?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) to (5) As from I July, SGlO will be

competing with other insurers in this
class of business. To divulge such in-
formation commercially disadvan-
tages SGlO and its clients.

GAMBLING: LOTTERIES
Charitable Organisations: Verification

46. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Racing and Gaming:
(1) Under the legislation which controls

the conduct of continuing lotteries-
beer or bingo tickets-who verifies the
bona fides of the religious body or
charitable organisation which is per-
mitted to conduct the lottery?

(2) How many such organisations have
been granted permits?

(3) Would she list for me those organis-
ations which have been granted per-
mits and which are currently
conducting these continuing lotteries?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The Lotteries Commission.

(2) 2 155.
(3) Compilation of a list of permit holders

would be very time consuming. Per-
mits are granted for staggered periods
and any list presented could vary sig-
nificantly in a few days. If the member
has a query regarding the bona fides of
any organisation which is the recipient
of funds from bingo or beer ticket ma-
chines, I would be happy to investi-
gate.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Staff: Day Labour

47. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) How many staff are currently

employed by the State Energy Com-
mission?

(2) How many of these employees are
classed as "day labour"?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) 5981.
(2) 5410.

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER
EDUCATION

Perth: Building Cost
48. Mr MacKJNNON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Works and
Services:
(1) What was the initial budget cost for

the new Perth Technical College?
(2) What is the present estimated cost of

the building?

(3) What is the reason for this cost in-
crease?

(4) Who is building the college?
(5) Were tenders called for the project?

(6) If not, why not?
(7) If so, who was the lowest bidder and at

what price?
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Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) to (7) Erection of stage 2 of the Perth

Technical College is being undertaken
by the day labour construction group
of the Building Management Auth-
onlty.
Work commenced on site in May
1983,
The Minister for Works has requested
the Executive Director of the Building
Management Authority to prepare a
comprehensive report on all matters
associated with the Perth Technical
College project-including those re-
ferred to in this question.
Once this report has been completed
the Minister will accordingly advise
the member in writing.

TRANSPORT
Aircraft: Government

49. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier
(t) Has the Government purchased or

leased any aircraft for use by it since I
January 1986?

(2) If so, will he list the details of these
acquisitions?

(3) Kas the Government leased or
chartered aircraft from any company
in which the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation has an in-
volvement?

(4) If so, will he provide details of that
company and the amount of air char.
ter paid to it since 1 January 1986?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) The Government has neither pur-

chased nor leased any aircraft for use
by Government since 1 January 1986,
other than the usual charter hire of
aircraft.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) It is normal commercial practice that

the corporation's involvement with
any company is confidential to the
corporation.
It is not appropriate to disclose pub-
licly any business arrangements which
the corporation may have with a
company which has some interest in
aircraft.

(4) Answered by (3).

DEFENCE
Patrol Vessel: Tenders

50. Mr MacKJNNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Works and
Services:
(1) Why was tender No. 335 for a six to

seven-metre patrol vessel recalled?
(2) How many tenderers hid for the initial

tender?
(3) How many bids were received for the

recalled tender?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The Department of Marine and Har-

bours; considered that the initial ten-
ders were excessive and the trade-in
offers unacceptable.

(2) Two.
(3) Seven.

MINERALS: GOLD
Boddingion: Royalties

5 1. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

What royalties, if any, will the
developers of the Boddington gold-
mine pay to the Government once the
project commences mining and gold
production?

Mr PARKER replied:
The Boddington project will mine
gold on a lease pranted under the
Mining Act. Regulations under that
Act do not provide for a royalty on
goldmining.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE
OFFICE

Private Industry Superannuation
52. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the State Government Insurance
Office recently bid for any private in-
dustry superannuation fund work?

(2) If so, what was the nature of that bid?
(3) Has the State Government Insurance

Office bid for this type of work pre-
viously?

(4) If so, when?
(5) If not, when did the State Govern-

ment Insurance Office make the de-
cision to embark upon this new in-
surance area?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) to (5) As from 1 July, the 5010 will be
competing with other insurers in this
class of business. To divulge such in-
formation commercially disadvan-
tages SGlO and its clients.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS

Elective Surgery: Waiting List

53. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is there a waiting list for people re-
quiring elective surgery at public hos-
pitals in the metropolitan area?

(2) If so, how many patients are on each
hospital's list?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) and (2) Teaching hospitals and non-
teaching hospitals maintain different
systems for recording information on
elective surgery. There is no waiting
list for elective surgery for public hos-
pitals in the metropolitan area per se.
Should the member wish to be more
specific I shall endeavour to provide
the information required.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS

Private: Subsidies

54. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Does the State Government subsidise
any private hospitals?

(2) If so, which private hospitals receive
subsidies and why?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (i) Bethesda Hospital, Claremont;

St Anne's Maternity Hospital, Mt
Lawley;

St John of God Hospital,
Bunbury;

St John of God Hospital, Subiaco;

(ii) under the Hospitals Act 1927-
1984, the Minister may make ar-
rangements including the pay-
ment of charges as the Minister
thinks fit for securing the per-
formance of any service by a vol-
untary organisation or private
non-profit hospital. Also under
the above Act, the Treasurer of
the State may guarantee the re-
payment of any amount borrowed
from time to time by any religious
or charitable organisation for ex-
penditure on a project in connec-
tion with a private, non-profit
hospital or nursing home
maintained or to be maintained
by the organisation, and which
the Minister has certified to the
Treasurer to be an approved
borrowing. The last interest sub-
sidy approval was given in 1979.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS

Daily Occupancy Rate

55. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:

What has been the average daily
occupancy and the annual total food
cost of the following hospitals-

(a) Fremantle;

(b) Princess Margaret;

(c) Sir Charles Gairdner;

(d) Royal Perth with annexe;

(e) King Edward Memorial;

(f) Kalamunda;

(g) Armadale-Kelmscott District
Memorial;

(h) Bentley;

(i)

6)
(k)

Osborne Park;

Rockingham;

Swan District;

Wanneroo

for the last three years?
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Mr TAYLOR replied: ____

1983-84 1984-85 1985-86
P__ Proed~

Hospital B Fod Bed Food Bed Food
Aver- Food Aver- Cot Aver- Cost

age age an age

s s
(a) Frem~antle 283.1 1 119 000 287.8 1 257 000 297.3 1 340000
(b,) P.M.H. 174.8 576000 171.7 595000 164.0 633 000
(e)5.C..H. 579.3 1655 500 582.7 1 743 700 596.5 1 858 000
(d) R.P.I1. 820.3 1 733700 818.0 1 833 900 814.2 1815 000
(e) K.E.M.H. 210.3 3338300 222.0 354 lOGD 227.0 368000
() Kalanmunda 62.4 89500 61.3 87500 61.0 92300
(1) Annadtalc 66.1 [DO 100 60.1 126 OO0 61.5 159.0

)Ra" 57.3 92200 51.2 91 700 54.0 9670
(i) Osborne Park 101.5 211 000 95.8 186500 114.8 218 100

IRockinighamz 64.3 242700 60.7 273 300 62.51 288 300
(k1) Sw.. Di[tr 92.4 218 000 91.1 241 400 95.01 243300
(1) Wannerooc 31.1 75 100 42.1 84 100 50.51 90 900

WA TROTTING ASSOCIATION
Programme

56. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Racing and Gaming:
(1) Has she received a request from the

Western Australian Country Trotting
Association to intervene in the pro-
gramme set by the Western Australian
Trotting Association for its 1986-87
season?

(2) If so, is she intervening to allow the
Western Australian Trotting Associ-
ation and the Western Australian
Country Trotting Association to arrive
at a mutually satisfactory racing pro-
gramme?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) The Western Australian Country Trot-

ting Association has raised a grievance
with the Office of Racing and
Gaming.

(2) The Office of Racing and Gaming has
discussed the grievance of the Country
Trotting Association with the Western
Australian Trotting Association and is
awaiting a decision from the
controlling body. Action on my part
will depend on the nature of that
decision.

STATE FINANCE: BUDGET
Health Department: Allocation

57. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Are the State Health Department

Budget Estimates within the allocation
for 1985-86?

(2) If not, what is the estimated amount
to be required for 1985-86?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

HEALTH: RADIOGRAPHY
Assistant Principal Radiographer

58. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Did the Health Department advertise

for an assistant principal
radiographer?

(2) If so-
(a) where and how often were the ad-

vertisements placed;
(b) how many applications were

received?
(3) Is there a general rule as to how,

where, and the frequency of advertis-
ing for similar positions as in (1)?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), how does this compare
with (2)?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) (a) The West Australian once, on

Saturday, 12 October 1985; The
Australian once, on Saturday, 12
October 1985;

(b) 5.
(3) A procedure adopted by the Health

Department is that if a vacancy is to
be advertised in the national Press it
must be advertised simultaneously or
prior to it in the State Press.

(4) Answered by (3) above.

FRAIL AGED HOMES
Regulations: Changes

59. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Does he intend to change the regu-

lations in respect to frail aged homes?
(2) If so, what are the changes?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) In 1985 both the Health Act and Hos-

pitals Act were amended to make bet-
ter provision for the control and regu-
lation of private hospitals and nursing
homes, which include frail aged
homes. The Acts Amendment
(Hospitals) Act 1985, when
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proclaimed, will provide protection
for patients by ensuring there are ac-
ceptable minimum standards of care
in all nursing homes.

New guidelines and regulations are in
the process of being prepared to re-
place the current regulations of 1970
made under the Health Act.

ABORIGINAL LAND

Purchases: Government Expenditure

60. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Is the Government committed to
spending $50 million over the next
five years for Aboriginal land pur-
chases and services?

(2) Is this $50 million to be matched dol-
lar for dollar by the Federal Govern-
ment?

(3) Will the State or Federal Government
control the spending of this money?

(4) How and where is this money to be
spent?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) The Government is committed to
spending $50 million over the next
five years for a wide range of pro-
grammes for Aboriginal communities
including essential services and ad-
vancement programmes. No portion
of the State commitment has been
earmarked for the purchase of land.

(2) Yes.

(3) A joint Commonwealth-State task
force has been established to im-
plement the funding programme as set
by the Governments and to report to
the State and Federal Ministers for
Aboriginal Affairs.

(4) Priorities within the programme are
being developed. The major pant of
the funds will be used to provide es-
sential services-water, sewerage,'
power, roads, and airstrips-for Abor-
iginal communities where such ser-
vices are at unacceptably low levels. It
is anticipated that the programme will
greatly improve living conditions for
Aboriginal people in the State.

WATER RESOURCES: DAM
Wellington: Reafforestation

61. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Water
Resources:
(1) When did the reafforestation of the

Wellington Dam catchment area com-
mence?

(2) How many hectares per year were
planned for reafforestation?

(3) How many hectares have been subject
to reafforestation?

(4) How many hectares are to be planted
this year under the programme?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) 1980.
(2)

(3)
(4)

700 to 800 hectares per year.
4 305 hectares.
614 hectares, including 134 hectares
of replacement plantings.
A strategy change to increase planting
density from 625 to 833 stems per
hectare has caused the reduction in
area this year.

HEALTH
Hospitals: Bed Occupancy Rates

62. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:

What is the bed average occupancy in
the teaching and non-teaching hospi-
tals in the metropolitan area for the
last 12 months?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
The member should refer to the
answer to question 55 he has already
asked, with the addition of-

Wooroloo Hospital
Woodside Hospital

Bed
Average

Projected
1985-86

5.0
21.0

WATER AUTHORITY
Nort ham: Retrenchments

63. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Water
Resources:

Will he give a guarantee that the
regionalisation discussion paper, if
implemented, will not cause retrench-
ment or transfer of jobs from the cur-
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rent Water Authority's Northam dis-
trict, in both administration and
maintenance personnel?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
It is not possible to give a guarantee
about the implementation of
regionalisat ion by the Water Auth-
ority an the basis of a discussion
paper. Northam is the centre of a
Water Authority district and all dis-
tricts and district staffs are subject to
change from time to time in the
interests of providing the best possible
service to the public at minimum cost.

UNION: BUILDERS LABOURERS
FEDERATION

Preferential Treatment
64. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for

Industrial Relations:
(1) Have the Builders Labourers Feder-

ation and the Government met to ar-
range any preferential treatment for
the Builders Labourers Federation?

(2) If so, what were the results of those
meetings?

(3) If not, is he aware that the Builders
Labourers Federation is claiming to
have ministerial approval to deny suc-
cess when tendering for State Govern-
ment building work to those em-
ployers who do not submit to its over-
award demands?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.

EDUCATION: HOSTELS
Accommodation: Increase

65. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is he aware that the rural crisis has

increased the demand for country high
school hostel accommodation for the
next financial year?

(2) Is he also aware that while hostel ac-
commodation is the cheapest form of
accommodation available to country
people, the cost per child is high, given
the Government's stance of free edu-
cation in Western Australia?

(3) Is he prepared to-
(a) put the cost of hostel staff into the

Education Department's budget;
or

(b) increase the State hostel allow-
ance for each child?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes, and in this respect the Govern-

ment has over the last three years
provided additional hostel accommo-
dation and generally upgraded the
hostel facilities at a number of centres
throughout the State.

(2) Yes. However, studies have indicated
that the net cost to parents after re-
ceipt of the Commonwealth and State
boarding-away-from-home allowances
are not unreasonable when compared
to the cost of keeping a child at home.

(3) In view of the present tight budgetary
situat ion, these proposals could not be
considered ahead of other educational
priorities.

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENCES
Fees: Increases

66. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Honorary
Minister assisting the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) Is he aware of the lack of notice given

to local authorities concerning the in-
crease in vehicle registration fees ef-
fective on new registrations from 1
July and on renewals of licence fees on
and after 30 June 1986?

(2) Is he aware of the extra costs to local
government caused by the late notice,
as notices have already been prepared
at the old rates?

(3) As local government was promised six
weeks' notice by the appropriate
authorites on the change of any fees, is
the Government prepared to reim-
burse the costs involved in issuing
new notices?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Local authorities exercising delegated

vehicle licensing functions were ad-
vised of the proposed vehicle licence
fee increases by telephone on the
afternoon of 30 May 1986.

1(2) 1 am unaware of the diverse licensing
practices of the various local
authorities relating to the despatch of
vehicle licence renewal notices. Ac-
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cordingly I am also unaware of any
extra costs which have been incurred
by individual local authorities.

(3) Advice to the local authorities was
given at the earliest appropriate time
and accordingly the Government does
not consider it appropriate to compen-
sate those local authorities which may
have incurred some loss due to the
individual authority's administrative
procedure relating to the despatch of
vehicle licence renewal notices.

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION
Advertising Costs

68. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Small
Business:

What was the cost of Government ad-
vertising by the Small Business Devel-
opment Corporation in the May
edition of The West Coast Retailer?

Mr TROY replied:
There was no separate Government
advertising in The West Coast Re-
tailer, but there was an advertisement
realating specifically to services of the
Small Business Development Corpor-
ation costing $600.
This was complemented by a series of
articles promoting and advertising, at
no cost to the corporation, Small Busi-
ness Week, of which the Small Busi-
ness Development Corporation was
the coordinator.

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY

Star Wars Projects
69. Mr COURT, tq the Minister for Industry

and Technology:
Has the Technology Development
Authority assisted any companies in
becoming involved with the United
States Star Wars projects?

Mr BRYCE replied:
No.

SPORT AND RECREATION: CYCLES
Perth Bikeplan: Implementation

70. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Local
Government:

What action is the Government taking
to implement its Perth bikeplan?

Mr CARR replied:
Cabinet has considered the
recommendations contained in the
Perth regional bikeplan. Continuing
responsibility for bicycle policy will
rest with the Minister for Local
Government. The continuation of the
bicycle policy committee has been ap-
proved and appropriate staff will be
accommodated within the Depart-
ment of Local Government.

Implementation of the recom-
mendations of bikeplan will be depen-
dent on the availability of funds which
will be decided in the context of this
year's State Budget. I wish to confirm
the Government's continued support
for a variety of policy initiatives relat-
ing to the greater acceptance by the
public at large of the bicycle as a
means of transport for recreation and
commuting.

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

Industrial Relations System: Flexibility

7 1. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Small
Business:
(1) Has the Small Business Development

Corporation advised him on the need
for more flexibility in our industrial
relations system to assist the small
business community?

(2) If "Yes", has any action been taken to
implement their advice?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) The SBDC, as well as my colleague,

the Minister for Industrial Relations,
has kept me informed on the indus-
trial relations system as it affects the
small business community; but no
specific action is contemplated at this
stage.

(2) Not applicable.

TRANSPORT: SHIPPING
WharfHandling Costs

72. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has he taken steps in recent months to

cut the costs associated with the hand-
ling of goods on our wharves at
Fremantle?
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(2) If "Yes", what steps have been taken
and what effects have they had on
these costs?

Mr TROY replied:
(I) The costs associated with the handling

of goods in the Port of Fremantle are
kept under constant review by all em-
ployers of waterside labour in an en-
deavour to identify areas where re-
ductions in expenditure can be
effected.

(2) The Association of Employers of
Waterside Labour, of which the
Fremantle Port Authority is a mem-
ber, controls employment levels of
waterside labour and the payment of
levies in all Australian ports. Since I
July 1985, the number of waterside
workers employed in Fremantle has
been reduced from 495 to 487 and the
port man hour levies have been
reduced from $14.91 to $14.31 a man
hour.
The hourly levies charged by the
Fremantle Port Authority are ident-
ical to those charged by private
stevedoring companies.
Both terminal operators and conven-
tional stevedores, including the
Fremantle Port Authority, have
undertaken a re-equipment pro-
gramme with the aim of improving
productivity and therefore reducing
unit costs.

ENERGY: GAS
Dampier-Perth Pipeline: Problems

73. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Minerals
and Energy:
(1) Have any major problems been

encountered with the operation of the
Dampier-Perth natural gas pipeline
SCADA system?

(2) If "Yes", what action has been taken
to remedy these problems?

(3) What costs are involved to the State
Energy Commission associated with
these problems?

(4) Have the problems affected the safety
of the pipeline's operations?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) Yes. This matter has previously
received considerable coverage and
has been debated in this House.

(2) Tenders have been called for an
improved pipeline SCADA system,
and the matter is presently before the
court.

(3) This is commercial information which
is confidential; and as the matter is
presently being dealt with by the court
it is considered inappropriate to make
further comment.

(4) No.

SHOP ASSISTANTS
38-ilour Week: Exemptions

74. Mr COURT, to the Minister
Industrial Relations:

for

When will the outcome be known of
the exemption to the 38-hour week
hearings for shop assistants which
were held in March of this year?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
Hearings before the Western
Australian Industrial Relations Com-
mission were completed on 30 May
1986, and the commission is presently
considering its decision.

MOTOR VEHICLES: GOVERNMENT
Users' Fringe Benefits Tax

75. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

Will State politicians and public ser-
vants using Government cars have to
pay the fringe benefits tax on the pri-
vate use of these cars?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

No decisions have been made at this
stage.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

Numbers: Freeze

76. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

(1) Will the Government be forced to
freeze public sector staff numbers in
the next financial year?

(2) Will any staff cuts involve retrench-
ments?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) A temporary freeze was instituted on

31 May, and this will be reviewed as
the Budget is finalised.

(2) At present it is anticipated that re-
deployment of some personnel may be
required.

SMALL BUSINESS INVESTMENT CO LTD
In vestments

77. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

(1) In what companies has the Small Busi-
ness Investment Co Ltd invested?

(2) What equity positions are involved?
(3) What has been the cost of these invest-

ments in the individual companies?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) The Small Business Investment Co

Ltd is a public company, and the in-
formation requested is set out in the
prospectus which is readily available
to the public.

(2) and (3) As for (l).

ABATTOIR: MIDLAND
Sale: Contacts

78. Mr COURT, to the Premier:
How many potential buyers did the
Western Australian Development
Corporation contact before advising
the Government on accepting the sale
price of $450 000 from Prestige Bricks
for the Midland abattoir?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Two.

TAXES AND CHARGES: FRINGE
BENEFITS TAX

Compensation: Request
79. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

(1) Has the State Government asked the
Federal Government for compen-
sation for the cost of the fringe ben-
efits tax on its operations?

(2) If "Yes", will it ask that the private
sector be given the same consider-
ation?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The Government has argued, and will
continue to argue, that further con-
cessions be made with respect to re-
mote area employment.

ABATTOIR: MIDLAND
Sale: WADC Involvement

80. Mr COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Was the Western Australian Develop-

ment Corporation involved in the sale
of the Midland abattoir?

(2) If "Yes", what commission was or will
be paid for handling the sale?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes, in an advisory capacity only.
(2) No remuneration was or will be paid

to WADC.

AGRICULTURE: MACHINERY
Sales:, Monitoring

81. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Industry
and Technology:
(1) Is the Government monitoring the

volume of farm machinery sales in
Western Australia?

(2) If "Yes", what have been the sales
trends in-
(a) 198 1;
(b) 1982;
(c)
(d)
(e)

1983;
1984;
1985;

(f) 1986?
Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) Yes. The Department of Industrial

Development has recently finalised a
comprehensive study of the Western
Australian agricultural machinery and
equipment manufacturing industry.
The report assesses in considerable de-
tail the future sales projections for the
industry.
The report will shortly be released to
the entire Western Australian agricul-
tural manufacturing industry.

(2) Because of the diverse product range
within the agricultural manufacturing
industry, it is not realistic to specify
general sales trends for Western
Australia. However, the Tractor and
Machinery Association of Australia's
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survey figures indicate a general
downturn in demand for most agricul-
tural machinery products.

MINERALS: IRON ORE

Stockpiling

82. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Minerals
and Energy:

(1) Does the Government support the
stockpiling of iron ore by the major
iron ore companies to enable export
sales to be filled when strike action is
affecting production?

(2) Were sales lost last year because the
required quantity and grade of ore had
not been readily available from stock-
piles?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), how many tonnes of
ore were involved?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) The Government supports the stra-
tegic stockpiling Of iron ore by Pilbara
producers to take advantage of spot
market opportunities. It does not sup-
port stockpiling as a means of off-set-
ting the effect of strike action. I would
draw the attention of the member to a
major Government achievement in
this area recently, as announced in the
Press release tabled.

(2) and (3) The iron ore companies have
collectively indicated that potential
spot market sales were lost due to lack
of suitable stockpiled ore but it is not
possible to quantify the tonnage in-
volved.

(See paper Na. 156.)

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: INTEREST
RATES

Increase: Subsidy Removal

83. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Housing:

(1) By how much will interest rates for
building society home loans increase
when the State Government with-
draws its interest subsidy scheme at
the end of June?

(2) Does the Government anticipate that
interest rates for housing loans will
ease in the second half of 1986?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) and (2) Following the notice that the
interest rate subsidy scheme involving
building societies and credit unions
was to end at 30 June 1986, the
Government gave an undertaking that
the subsidy arrangements would be
reviewed after the Premiers1 Confer-
ence.

Adequate notice of the withdrawal of
the respective subsidies will be given,
and any change in the current rates on
housing loans will be a commercial de-
cision made by individual building
societies and credit unions.

SOUTH AFRICA

*Economic Sanctions

84. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Federal Government held dis-
cussions with the State Government
over economic sanctions against
South Africa?

(2) If "Yes", what form will the sanctions
take?

(3) Will the sanctions affect Western
Australian exports to South Africa?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The question is hypothetical because
no sanctions have been imposed
which affect Western Australian ex-
ports.

SHOPPING: TRADING HOURS

Inquiry: Report

85, Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

(1) Has the Government received the
Kelly report on trading hours?

(2) If "Yes", when was it received?

(3) When will it be publicly released?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yet.
( ) Monday, 7 April 1986.
(3) it will be publicly released when it has

been tabled in Parliament.
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HOUSING: RENTAL

Increases

86. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Housing:

(1) By how much does his department es-
timate in percentage terms rentals for
residential housing increased in the
metropolitan area in the six months to
1 June 1986?

(2) What are the main factors attributed
to this increase?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Because of variations due to location
and type of accommodation, it is diffi-
cult to express rental increases
throughout the metropolitan area in
percentage terms. However infor-
mation provided to my department by
industry sources suggests that some
private sector residential rents in the
metropolitan area have increased by
up to 25 per cent over the last six
months.

(2) The major factor behind the increase
has been the shortage of vacant rental
accommodation. Industry sources in-
stance many reasons for the tightening
of the rental market including high
interest rates; proposed capital gains
tax and non-allowance of negative
gearing; little or no new building for
rental purposes; net migration gain to
Perth; the trend by developers to cater
specifically for the owner-occupier
market; the poor growth in rental
values over the last five years deter-
ring further investment; the relatively
low net return as a result of these
rentals compared to other forms of in-
vestment; social problems-marriage
breakdown.

The range of factors involved demon-
strates the complex nature of the hous-
ing-accommodation industry and the
need to retain housing provision as an
attractive investment avenue if the ac-
commodation needs of the com-
munity are to be satisfied. This paint
was one that I vigorously pursued at
bath the Australian Housing Council
and Housing Ministers' conference
where I urged that the investment in-
centives relating to housing should be
restored.

COMMUNICATIONS

Fibre Optic Contracts
87. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Industry

and Technology:

(1) Has the Department of Industrial De-
velopment or the Technology Devel-
opment Authority been working with
businesses capable of winning fibre
optic contracts with Telecom and the
Overseas Telecommunications Com-
mission?

(2) If "Yes", how many businesses are
involved?

(3) What assistance has the State Govern-
ment been able to offer?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) to (3) Both the Department of Indus-
trial Development and the Technology
Development Authority are aware of
developments in the fibre optic field.
These agencies have followed closely
the pioneering work being undertaken
by the University of Western Australia
supported by Telecom.

The Department of Industrial Devel-
opment is currently cooperating with
other arms of Government to assess
potential opportunities for local par-
ticipation in fibre optic contracts for
OTC.

At this stage, it is too early to identify
likely participation or the level of
State Government support.

SHOPPING: TRADING HOURS
Inquiry: Cost

88. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

(1) How much did the Kelly inquiry into
trading hours cost?

.(2) How long did it take for the report to
be completed?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) $44 159.42. This figure excludes print-
ing of the report and forner Chief
Commissioner Kelly's salary.

(2) The inquiry commenced on 30
December 1983 and was completed on
7 April 1986-approximately 2 years
and 3 months.
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AMERICA'S CUP
Visitors: Estimates

89. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Minister with special
responsibility for the America's Cup:
(1) What is the Government's official es-

timate, on the basis of which planning
and preparations are taking place, of
the-number of visitors to Perth during
the America's Cup period?

(2) What is the defined period?

(3) How many of those visitors are
expected-
(a) from overseas direct to Perth;
(b) from the Eastern States;
(c) from overseas via the Eastern

States?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The forecast is for 1.2 million visitors,

of which 0.5 million are identified as
America's Cup visitors.

(2) 1 October 1986 to 28 Febmuary 1987.
(3) (a) A breakdown between overseas

visitors coming directly to Perth
or through the Eastern States is
currently under examination and
results are not yet available; the
forecast for overseas visitors is
70 000 persons;

(b) 363 000 persons;
(c) see (a) above.

INSURANCE: MOTOR VEHICLES
Third Party: Changes

90. Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:
(1) Will the changes to compulsory motor

vehicle third party insurance arrange-
ments proposed by the Government
result in an increase in third party in-
surance rates for any particular
category or categories of motor vehicle
Or motor cycle?

(2) Will such changes result in a reduction
in the level of compensation payable
to victims of road accidents?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Details of the proposals will be

outlined in my second reading speech
on the State Government Insurance
Commission Bill.

WATER POLICE
Relocation

91. Mr HASSELL, to the Honorary Minister
assisting the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services:
(1) What sites were considered for devel-

opment as a replacement complex for
the water police in the Fremantle and
North Fremantle areas?

(2) For what reasons was the Harvest
Road site favoured by the Govern-
mnent?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(1) From the sites available, five were
given serious consideration. These
were Lot 363 Doepel Street, North
Fremantle; Lot 3S9 Doepel Street,
North Fremantle; Fremantle Inner
Harbour; Lots 378 and 388 Stirling
Highway, North Fremantle; sub-Lot
25, Harvest Road, North Fremantle.

(2) In making its decision, Cabinet was
substantially influenced by the
recommendations of the Com-
missioner of Police that the Harvest
Road site was the most suitable to ac-
commodate the proposed facility.

HOUSING: BUCKLAND HILL
Negotiations: WADC

92. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Is he or his department negotiating
with the Western Australian Develop-
ment Corporation in relation to the
provision of public housing on the
Buckland Hill land and associated
Commonwealth land in Mosruan
Park?

(2) What proposals have been put by (he
Commonwealth for the provision of
public housing in this area?

(3) Is Homeswest keen to provide public
housing in this area?

(4) What is the estimated value of land in
this area for quarter acre units?

(5) What is the present status of nego-
tiations with the Commonwealth for
the acquisition of this land?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) No.
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(2) While I understand that the Common-
wealth put forward proposals on pub-
lic housing provision, I am not aware
of details as Homeswest has not been
directly involved in negotiations.

(3) Homeswest endeavours to provide cli-
ents with a range of choice of location.
Accordingly, provision of housing in
the locality would be considered, sub-
ject to cost.

(4) As land values would vary consider-
ably within any proposed subdivision,
no meaningful answer can be
provided.

(5) Answered by (1) and (2).

AMERICA'S CUP
Facilities: Upgrading

93. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Minister with special
responsibility for the America's Cup:

(1) Can he advise what plans are
proposed by the Fremantle Port Auth-
ority in the Port and Leighton beaches
area in readiness for the America's
Cup with respect to the following-

(a) increased parking;
(b) increased access to the beaches;

(c) construction of a cycle path;
(d) upgrading of existing facilities, in-

cluding the Fremantle Surf Life-
saving Club premises?

(2) Can he advise what public transport
provisions to the area are planned for
the duration of the America's Cup?

(3) When will work commence, and what
is the proposed completion date?

(4) Have any funds been earmarked to
cover the cost of a contract lifesaver
on week days for the duration of the
America's Cup series, when local club
members do not patrol the beach?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) (a) A joint Commonwealth-State
funded project has established a
new 600 bay carpark in the North
Mole area;

(b) to (d) planning is at an advanced
stage; a submission from the
Fremantle Port Authority is
expected shortly.

(2) The MTT proposes to operate a north-
ern suburbs to Fremantle coastal bus
service from December 1986 until the
end of the cup races.

(3) Awaiting receipt of the submission
from Fremantle Port Authority.

(4) Lifesaving services for this summer
are currently being examined in con-
junction with the WA Surf Life Saving
Association and the relevant local
authorities.

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING: STATE
BUDGET

Advertising Standards Council: Requests
94. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier

(1) Will he explain why the Government
has not been prepared to accede to
requests by the Advertising Standards
Council to enable the council to deter-
mine the extent of the inaccuracy of
certain Government advertising re-
garding the State Budget?

(2) Is he aware that Government depart-
ments have previously recognised the
jurisdiction of the Advertising Stan-
dards Council, and would he explain
why the Government has changed its
policy in its consideration of this mat-
ter?

(3) Is he aware that economists from the
Confederation of Western Australia
Industry, the Institute of Public Pol-
icy, and the Western Australian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
have confirmed that the Govern-
ment's advertising last year on Budget
expenditure increases was inaccurate
and misleading?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) The Government took formal advice

from the Solicitor General that, as a
sovereign State, Western Australia is
not answerable to an industry self-
regulatory organisation,

(2) No.
(3) As previously stated, the Government

believes the correct forumn for debat-
ing Budget expenditure is the Parlia-
ment.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
Comm unity Luncheon: Purpose

95. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) What was the purpose of the com-

munity luncheon held in the Cabinet
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Dining Room at Parliament House on
24 Feburary 1986?

(2) What was the resultant cost incurred
by the Government?

(3) Was the luncheon organised by the
Department of the Premier and Cabi-
net?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) To enable a number of church and

community leaders to discuss matters
of mutual interest with the Govern-
ment.

(2) $450.
(3) Yes.

TRANSPORT
Government Airline

96. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) Referring to a recent report on the ad-

vice of the Government committee
concerning airline policies in Western
Australia, has the Government con-
sidered the suggestion that the two-
airline agreement might be broken by
the operation of a Government airline
in this State?

(2) What has been the result?
(3) Is the Government considering, or has

it considered either directly or through
the Western Australian Development
Corporation or some other Govern-
ment instrumentality, the question of
an interest in any privately operated
airline in Western Australia?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Operation of a new airline to break the

two-airline agreement is considered an
alternative of last resort and is being
held in reserve, pending the outcome
of the May committee inquiry to be
completed in October.

(3) The concept has been recommended
by the airline deregulation committee,
but has not been considered by the
Government.

TRANSPORT
Airline Adviser

97. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) What is the date of departure of the

United States airline adviser, Mr

Smith, engaged by or on behalf of the
State Government?

(2) As at the date of departure, what will
be the total payment and other
entitlements accrued or payable to Mr
Smith in respect of this term of em-
ployment with the Western Australian
Government?

(3) What have been the notable achieve-
ments of Mr Smith in relation to air-
line services in or to Western
Australia?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Anticipated date is I August.

(2) These matters are confidential be-
tween Mr Smith and the Government.

(3) Notable achievements-
A. International Scorecard

By end of 1 986, international air-
lines serving Perth will have
increased departures by 43 per
cent from 23 flights per week in
early 1985 to 33 flights per week.
The paper tabled with this answer
outlines the position.
Contribution to WA economy
from added tourism represents a
conservative $30 million.

B. Domestic Improvements
Interstate schedules have
improved. 20 per cent more seats
from TAA and new morning ser-
vice to east coast from Ansett.

C. Aviation Policy in Australia
Mr Smith, in working with the
Transport Department, Tourism
Commission, and private
businessmen on the airline
deregulation committee, has elev-
ated the issues of aviation policy
in WA to a high level of aware-
ness with foreign airlines, Qantas,
the domestic airlines, and the De-
partment of Aviation in
Canberra. Emphasis is on more
service to Perth and a philosophy
of competition as we strive for a
more deregulated domestic en-
vironment and more inter-
national services negotiated
through bilateral air service agree-
ments with foreign countries.

(See paper No. IS 7.)
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
Emergency Relief- Assistance

98. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Community
Services:,
(1) How many people have received

emergency relief from the Department
for Community Services in the last
eight months?

(2) What was the cost of this relief?
(3) How many people have been refused

emergency relief in the last eight
months because they have used up
their quota under the emergency relief
guidelines introduced in October
1985?

(4) Is the Minister aware of the campaign
by the Coalition of Welfare Workers
Against Poverty which includes the
Trades and Labor Council Emergency
Welfare Foundation of WA regarding
the new guidelines introduced in
October?

(5) Is the Government considering
reviewing the guidelines?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) 66 081 issues have been made in eight

months from 1 October 1985.
(2) $3 128 295.
(3) Precise information unavailable.

However an estimated 3 890 persons
Or families had reached their limit in
the eight months since 1 October
1985.

(4) Correspondence about emergency re-
lief has been received from that organ-
isat ion.

(5) Yes.

PLANNING: REZONING
Slate Engineering Works Site

99. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) What zoning will be given to the land

currently occupied by the State Engin-
eering Works when the works are
moved?

(2) Will the Government, when it reviews
the zoning of the site, ensure that it
includes public open space along the

shoreline to enable continuation of the
cycleway And footpaths which the
public has access to in the vicinity?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) A study currently being contemplated

by Fremantle City Council and the
State Planning Commission will have
regard for existing and future land-use
in this locality, and is likely to make
recommendations on appropriate fu-
ture zonings and reservations.

(2) Any replanning of the area will have
regard for the need to provide ad-
equate open space and public access.

LAND USAGE
Review

100. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Planning:

(1) Is the Government planning an
overview of land usage, including
Crown land in the North Fremantle
area?

(2) If not, what is the Government's
position on the need for such an
overview?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes. Frernantle City Council and the

State Planning Commission are cur-
rently contemplating a study of the
North Fremantle area.

(2) Not applicable.

WASTE DISPOSAL
Cabinet Committee: Meeting

101. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) On what date is the Cabinet com-
mittee on metropolitan waste to meet
with the Towns of Claremont,
Cottesloe, and Mosman Park and the
Shire of Peppermint Grove?

(2) By what date is the committee
expected to have completed its work?

(3) By what date can a decision be
expected on the application for per-
mission by the Towns of Claremont,
Cottesloe, and Mosman Park and the
Shire of Peppermint Grove to set up a
regional council to forward plan rub-
bish disposal in the area?
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(4) Is the Government planning to set up
a new Government body or depart-
ment to deal with waste disposal in
the metropolitan area thereby taking
away responsibility from local govern-
ment authorities?

Mr CARR replied:

(1) A date has not been set pending a re-
sponse from the western zone to an
invitation from the Executive Direc-
tor, Public Health to meet with rep-
resentatives of the Cabinet committee.

(2) The Cabinet committee's concern is
an ongoing one.

(3) Consideration will be given to this
proposal after the meeting indicated
in (1) has been held.

(4) No. The Government has been
anxious to maintain local government
powers generally but recognises con-
sideration may have to be given to
more effective powers where solutions
in waste disposal may involve more
than one local authority. The Local
Government Act empowers local
governments to set up regional coun-
cils as a means of providing a mechan-
ism for dealing with matters involving
more than one municipality.

HOUSING

Homes west-Pri vale Ratio

102. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister for
Housing:

(1) What is the stated policy on the
Homeswest ratio for private accom-
modation to Homeswest accommo-
dation in suburban Perth?

(2) Is the ratio used calculated within a
particular suburban boundary?

(3) What is the current ratio for the North
Fremantle area?

(4) What will the ratio be when all the
proposed Homeswesz accommodation
is completed?

(5) What land does Homeswest own in
North Fremantle?

(6) What type and number of dwellings
exist and/or are proposed for each
area of land in North Fremantle?

(7) Has the accepted Homeswest ratio of
private accommodation to
Homneswest accommodation been
ignored in the North Fremantle area
and, if so, why?

(8) Has consideration been given to halt-
ing Hoineswesx development in the
North Freman tle area while the ratio
for North Fremantle is reviewed?

Mr WILSON replied:
(I) There is no precise policy regarding

public housing "mix". However,
where possible, Homeswest endeav-
ours to contain provision of one fam-
ily public rental accommodation unit-
to six non-public units of accommo-
dation. Aged persons accommodation
is excluded from these considerations.

(2) No. As stated in (1) the policy is very
genera].

(3) Precise figures for the number of resi-
dential units in North Fremantle are
not readily available from the local
government authority. However, fig-
ures submitted to Homeswest by a lo-
cal community group indicate that the
present number of private dwellings in
North Fremantde is 442, as against 17
Homeswest family dwellings-that is,
excluding one-bedroom public hous-
ing units. This represents one public
to 26 non-public.

(4) On completion of current proposals
and on the assumption that private ac-
commodation remains unchanged, the
total of 66 family units wilt constitute
a ratio of approximately one public
family unit to 7.5 non-public units of
accommodation.

(5) Excluding lots developed or commit-
ted to development in the current pro-
gramme, 27 vacant lots totalling 1.66
hectares.

(6) Existing accommodation consists of.-
Myuna complex-

42 one-bedroom units
Harvest Road complex-

14 bedsitting units
12 one-bedroom units
12 two-bedroom units

Turton Street complex-
6 one-bedroom units

Scattered rentals-
4 three-bedroom units
I two-bedroom unit
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Current programme-
Thompson Road (ex Engineering
Works)

22 two-bedroom units
10 three-bedroom units
6 one-bedroom units

Burford Place-
9 three-bedroom units

Harvest Road (ex ice works)-
12 one-bedroom units
8 three-bedroom units

Thompson Road (ex fire station)-
24 one-bedroom units.

The vacant land referred to in (5)
above has no current development
proposals.

(7) No, as indicated in previous answers.

(8) No.

TRANSPORT DEREGULATION
Policy: Timetable

103. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is the Government still committed to

the policy of deregulation of
transport?

(2) If so, what is the Government's time-
table for further deregulation
measures?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) and (2) The Government's policy is to
continue freight deregulation in con-
sultation with all parties concerned.
As indicated in the December 1985
publication, "Land Freight Transport
Policy", the Government is commit-
ted to progressively assessing all
regulated traffic. 1 refer the member to
that publication for an indicative
timetable.

ROAD
Hills Link Road: Planning

1 ,04. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What stage has planning reached for

the proposed hills link road through
Mundaring and other hills suburbs?

(2) Has the Government chosen a pre-
ferred route for this road?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) Preliminary studies of five moutes, in-
cluding the hills link road, are com-
plete. A brochure outlining the scope
of the study and the routes selected for
investigation is being circulated to
residents in the eastern corridor this
week.

(2) No.
(See paper No. 155.)

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Electrification: Cost

106. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) H-ow is it intended to amortise the

cost of $150 million that the Govern-
ment intends to spend on the electrifi-
cation of the metropolitan rail system?

(2) What will be the annual cost of
interest charges and capital repay-
ments for this project?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) Under Treasury requirements, costs
are anmortised according to the life of
each particular asset involved in the
investment. With the preparation of
the electrification master plan still in
hand, the extent of investment accord-
ing to the various individual assets
cannot be determined at this time.

(2) The interest and capital repayments
for the electrification of the suburban
rail passenger system would be depen-
dent on the semi-government
borrowing rates applicable at the year
of borrowing. These are also unknown
at this time.

TRANSPORT: AIR

Derby Airport: Delays
107. Mr LAURANCE, to the Honorary

Minister assisting the Minister for The
North West:

What anrangemnents have been put in
hand by the Government to alleviate
the problems being experienced by
Kimberley residents at Derby and par-
ticularly Kununurra and Wyndhamn by
the continuing difficulties at the
Derby airport resulting in delays in es-
sential items for these towns?
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Mr BRIDGE replied:
The control of Derby airport rests
with the Federal Minister for
Transport and I have written to him
seeking his solution to the problems.
With regard to the specific weight re-
strictions for take-off from Derby air-
port I have asked my colleague the
Minister for Transport to respond.
I am informed that Anselt Air Freight
senior management have inspected
first-hand the problems of cargo being
off-loaded at Derby and that arrange-
ments are in hand to ensure that such
cargo Is subsequently airfreighted to
Kununurra on alternative aircraft the
same day.

HOUSING: LAND
Derby

108. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) How many blocks does the Lands and

Surveys Department currently have
available for purchase at Derby in
each of the following categories-
(a) residential;
(b) commercial;
(c) industrial?

(2) When is it expected that further blocks
will be available in each of these
categories?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) (a) One rural residential site;
(b) nil;
(c) five.

(2) A further five residential lots will be
released September-October 1986.
There are no proposals to release com-
mercial land as there is adequate free-
hold land available to satisfy any de-
mand. The five industrial lots cur-
rently available are expected to meet
any short-term demand. However, an
extension to the light industrial area is
foreshadowed for 1987-88.

LAND: BROOME
Availability

109. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Lands:

(1) How many blocks does the Lands and
Surveys Department have available

currently for purchase at Broome in
each of the following categories-
(a) residential;
(b,) commercial;
(c) industrial?

(2) When is it expected that further blocks
will be available in each of these
categories?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(l) (a) 11;
(b) nil;
(c) nil.

(2) It is planned to develop a further 50
residential lots this financial year and
five commercial lots should be re-
leased by the end of 1986. Develop-
ment of extensions to the light indus-
trial subdivision providing 32 lots-
with possible expansion to 56 lots-
has commenced with release antici-
pated late 1986.

LAND: NEWMAN
Availability

110. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) How many blocks does the Lands and

Surveys Department currently have
available for purchase at Newman in
each of the following categories-
(a) residential;
(b) commercial;
(c) industrial?

(2) When is it expected that fu rthe r blocks
will be available in each of these
categories?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) (a) 3;

(b) nil;
(c) 4.

(2) A further 174 residential lots are being
developed of which it is anticipated
that 61 will be available about
October 1986 and the remainder by
the end of December.
Three commercial and a further 15
light industrial lots are planned for re-
lease about October this year.
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LAND: KARRATHA

Availability

Illt. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Lands:

(1) How many blocks does the Lands and
Surveys Department currently have
available for purchase at Karratba in
each of the following categories-

(a) residential;

(b) commercial;

(c) industrial?

(2) When is it expected that further blocks
will be available in each of these
categories?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) (a) Five residential and 15 medium
density residential lots and five
contractors' accommodation sites;

(b) 1;

(c) 3 5.

(2) A subdivision providing 139 residen-
tial lots is being developed and these
Jots will be available September-
October 1986 and a further 132 lots
will be available in about March 1987.
There are no proposals for further re-
leases of industrial land because of the
Jack of demand and number of lots
currently available.

Likewise there are no plans for further
releases of commercial land because
Jennings Construction Ltd has a $25
million development in progress in the
town centre which will generate a large
number of retail shops in addition to
the major Coles stores and
redeveloped Woolworths store.

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES

Fremantle Steam Laundry Co Pty Lid: Interest

112. Mr LAURANCE, to the Premier:

(1) Does the State Government or any of
its agencies have any beneficial
interest in the ownership of Fremiantle
Steam Laundry Co Ply Ltd?

(2) If "Yes", would he outline what that
interest is and when it was acquired?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) The Superannuation Board,

through the SB investment trust, pur-
chased the land, the business and
interests in the Fremantle Steam
Laundry on 9 April 1986.

TRANSPORT: WESTRAIL
Western Quarries Pty Ltd.- Equity Arrangements
113. Mr COURT, to the Minister for

Transport:
(1) What equity arrangements does

Westrail have with Western Quarries
Pty Ltd?

(2) What has this equity cost and how has
it been paid?

(3) H-as Westrail lent Western Quarries
Pty Ltd any funds or plant and equip-
ment in lieu of funds?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) to (3) Western Quarries Pty Ltd is a

company jointly owned by Quarry In-
dustries Ltd and Westrail. Both par-
ties have contributed equally to pro-
viding the capital requirement. Any
information which is not required by
law to be publicised is, by agreement,
confidential between the parties. Par-
ticulars of all shares issued, and of the
considerations, therefore, would have
been filed at the Corporate Affairs
Office by Western Quarries in accord-
ance with the law.
Westrail has not lent the company any
plant and equipment in lieu of funds.
Contributions to loan fund capital is
in equal share by both parties.

TRANSPORT: FREIGHT RATES
Western Quarries Ply Ltd

114. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Transport:

Does Westrail offer the same freight
rates for carting the products of pri-
vate sector quarries as it offers West-
ern Quarries Pty Ltd?

Mr TROY replied:
Westrail has freight agreements with
commercially derived freight rates,
with a number of pnivate sector
companies operating in Western
Australia.
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With regard to private sector quarries,
if the particular company makes avail-
able to Westrail a transport task with
similar specifications and conditions
to those applying to Western Quarries
Pty Ltd, similar freight rates would be
available.

MINERALS: QUARRIES
Western Quarries Pty LD: Operations

115. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Transport:

Will the operations of Western
Quarries Pty Ltd with its direct link tothe Government affect the viability of
small private quarries in country re-
gions?

Mr TROY replied:
Western Quarries Pty Ltd will com-
pete on the country regional market in
the same way as any other private
company. Their direct link to Govern-
ment will not influence the freight
rates provided.
The effect on the viability of small pri-
vate quarries will depend on their own
efficiency in operation and delivery
charges in a competitive market.

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Ballast: Tender

116. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Will Westrail be putting its ballast re-

quirements for 1986-87 out to open
tender?

(2) If "Yes", what quantities is it antici-
pated will be required?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) Yes, for approximately 50 per cent of

requirements.
(2) Approximately 80 000 tonnes re-

quired, of Which 40 000 tonnes will be
supplied by Western Quarries Pty Ltd
in the area they serve and the balance
by open tender.

QUESTIONS WIrTOUT NOTICE

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Number: Increase

8. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) Can the Premier confirm reports that

in 1986-87 there will be no growth in

the size of the public sector in terms of
employment?

(2) If not, what precisely is the position in
that regard so far as the Government
is concerned?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) As has been publicly reported,

the State Government is very con-
cerned at the task confronting it in its
efforts to curtail expenditure. The
natural flow from this is the fact that
around 70 per cent of the State
Goverment's expenditure is on
wages-that is, composed of labour
costs. As a result, any realistic attempt
to curb expenditure naturally involves
attempts by the State Government to
restrict the revenue that is expended
on wage and salary costs.

As a result, while the situation is not
f inally clear it appears as though there
will be proposed more than just a
freezing of present numbers in the
Public Service or Government em-
ployment and an attempt by the
Government to reduce, through natu-
ral wastage, the number of people
employed by it. When I say the matter
is not finally clear, that is a reference
to the fact that the Budget process has
not yet been finalised, I am not in a
position to say that the Government
has committed itself to certain
objectives without any alteration be-
ing possible or likely. However, I can
say that the initial appearances are
that the Government will be
attempting not only to freeze Govern-
ment employment at present levels,
but if possible, through natural wast-
age, will also reduce Government em-
ployment and cut back on expendi-
ture.

As I attempted to explain during
today's debate, that necessity is
founded in the fact that Treasury ad-
vice is that this Government will re-
ceive roughly a three per cent increase
only in revenue this financial year. Of
course, that is much less than was the
previous case.

Mr Hassell: Three per cent in real terms?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No, three per cent in
money termns.
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As I tried to point out today when the
Opposition claimed that great mir-
acles were possible, this State will re-
ceive a two per cent increase only in
its pant of its revenue from the Corn
monwealth.

Mr Hassell: A big part?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: It is 25 per cent-

that is how I understand the situation.
In any case, while there might be a two
per cent increase paid by the Com-
monwealth, that translated does not
mean a three per cent increase in real
terms of the total revenue of the State.
With petroleum royalties decreasing
by 50 per cent and mineral royalties
by 17 per cent in real terms, there will
be significant budgetary problems.
In summary, I expect there will be
need to reduce in absolute terms the
number of people in the Govern-
ment's employ over the course of the
next financial year. Hopefully, that
will be done in cooperation with the
Civil Service Association and other
unions whose members are employed
by the Government; and it will be
done not by retrenching, but through
natural wastage.

GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT
Highi Risk VentIures

9. Mrs HENDERSON, to the Premier:
In view of the Opposition's public
concern about supposed waste in
Government expenditure, can the
Premier inform the House of losses
incurred by the State on high risk ven-
tures prior to 1983?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
I am pleased to relate to the House for
the edification of members opposite
the following information, which will
not add to the Opposition's credi-
bility.
In thanking the member for her ques-
tion, I point to the famous case of the
mystery Paraguayan investor, Dr
Shrian Oskar, who hypnotised the
member for Floreat and the then
Premier of this State into putting the
State's reputation at risk in supporting
one of the great failures, Bunbury
Foods. That little exercise cost the tax-
payers of this State more than $5.4

million. That was but one of a series of
disastrous 'decisions which destroy
members opposite when they claim
credibil[it y as econom ic man agers.

Members will recall Southern Ocean
Fish Processors which cost the tax-
payers $1.1 million; the West Trade
Centre, $1.5 million; and Coral Bay
Ltd which did not do as badly as
others-it cost the taxpayers $250 000
only.

Mr Parker: What about Fletcher and
Camballin?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not think we
have totaled the cost of that.

Mr Parker: What about the Entertainment
Centre?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is another one
which the Opposition claims it sorted
out.
Mydex Swimwear was another of the
dazzling failures of the.* previous
Government. The instances to which I
have referred amount to a sorry record
of loss that totals $8.25 million. it is
by no means exhaustive, as the mem-
ber for Dale has demonstrated, and it
gives the Opposition a very weak
plank on which to stand and criticise
this Government and its economic
management.

Leaving aside the politics of the situ-
ation, no-one can doubt that this
country and this State are in far better
shape now than they were when Prime
Minister Malcolm Fraser and the pre-
vious Liberal Government departed
the scene. There may be some criti-
cisms of the present Prime Minister
and the Treasurer but they are
discounted by the very poor repu-
tation that was built up by the Liberal
Government when in office. It has a
long way to go before it can claim
much credibility to economic and fis-
cal responsibility.

ENERGY: GAS
Price: AlIternati ve Energy Costs

10. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(1) Does the North-West Shelf gas agree-
ment between the SEC and Woodside.
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contain a clause that relates the price
to be paid for gas by the SEC to
alernative energy costs?

(2) Is oil one of these alternative energy
costs?

(3) If so, has the agreement been
renegotiated?

(4) If not, when will it be and when can
SEC energy consumers expect a conse-
quent reduction in energy tariffs?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) to (3) 1 am absolutely delighted that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
has chosen to ask this question. I had
been given some notice that a member
on this side of the House intended to
ask a question on this subject in view
of some of the extraordinary com-
ments that had been made by the
Leader of the Opposition and the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
the past few weeks.

I am aware that during election cam-
paigns, and before by-elections par-
ticularly, people say all sorts of rather
strange things; but I find it absolutely
extraordinary that the Leader of the
Opposition and the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, both of whom were
members of the Cabinet that decided
to sign, authorise, and guarantee the
North-West Shelf gas contract in
1980, should have been so unaware
about its provisions that they were
able to dream of making or have the
cheek to make the comments concern-
ing the impact of the oil price drop on
gas prices and, thereby, on electricity
prices; also, that they were so unfam-
iliar with the finances of the State En-
ergy Commission that they would
think it would have any substantial
impact on gas Or electricity tariffs.

As both the Leader of the Opposition
and the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition should know, in fact the
position is that the gas prices in the
North-West Shelf contract bear a re-
lationship to a number of different
factors. First of all, some are related to
oil, some to coal, and some are com-
pletely unrelated to anything except to
an agreement made in a room some-
where between the then Premier, Sir

Charles Court, and the then Chairman
of BHP, which is the price we pay for
gas in the Pilbara.

In the case of the oil-related gas price,
the contract has a clause which relates
that price to the oil market price from
Ra' Tannurah, a port in Saudi Arabia,
on which price OPEC used to peg its
market price. The price is currently
pegged at $13528.
As everybody knows, the true world
price for oil has dropped very
substantially to ranging somewhere
between $13512.50 and SUSiS,
depending on whom one is talking to.
However, the then Government, of
which the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition was a member, had agreed to a
clause which stated that the price
should remain at $US28.
The contract also contains a clause
which enables us to renegotiate in
such circumstances and negotiations
on this issue have been ongoing be-
tween the Government and the joint
venturers. The joint venturers put for-
ward a proposition which was quite
outrageous and in fact was nothing
more nor less than daylight robbery
and was rejected. I am pleased to say
that they have backed away from that
proposition and we are still negotiat-
ing the details of an agreement.

It should be noted that of the 300
million cubic feet a day the Govern-
ment takes in the south-west, about
one-third approximately is oil-related
gas, and of that one-third 95 per cent
goes straight to Alcoa. One would
have expected the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition to understand the pro-
visions of that gas contract with Alcoa.
it was signed four or five days before
the 1983 election, at a time when he
was a member of the Cabinet. The
amount of gas related directly to the
oil price, which is available for other
purposes, is a very small amount in-
deed.
With reference to the other amounts
of gas, there is no possibility in the
short term of the price of coal-related
gas being reduced because the price of
coal has not decreased. Coal-related
gas is essentially the basis of most
power generation.
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Mr MacKinnon: That means that Alcoa
will get a reduction in price?

Mr PARKER: Certainly, assuming that
our negotiations are successsful. The
most interesting point is that in re-
lation to both the coal-related price
and the Pilbara price, we are paying
more for gas every month. Because of
the way in which the contract was
originally negotiated, people purchas-
ing gas in the Pilbara, which is where
the gas comes from, are now paying
more for gas than the utilities that will
buy the gas when it reaches Oita or
Tokyo Bay. The contract negotiated
between the then Government and the
joint venturers for Pilbara gas-which
is for 75 million cubic feet of gas, only
30 million cubic feet of which there is
any prospect of our selling-is almost
entirely unrelated to oil prices; it is
related to consumer price index move-
mnents. It was set at a very high base
level in the beginning, and it is largely
related to CP1 movements; and that
means it keeps rising even though the
price of oil is going down in all other
places. We are now in an extraordi-
nary situation in which distillate can
be imported from Singapore, Kuwait,
or any other place, and put into power
generation at Robe River or
Hamerstey for less than the gas which
comes from the ground nearby can be
purchased.

If we are not able to change the ar-
rangement soon by negotiation, we
shall reach a stage at which the
cheapest option available to iron ore
producers for their power generation
will be to allow the joint venturers in
the Noath-West Shelf project to
liquefy natural gas, transport it by sea
to Japan, sell it to the Japanese, and
then ship it back to Australia to be
used in power generation in this
country. That is the basis of the con-
tract which we are dealing with.

Mr Brian Burke: Who negotiated the con-
tract?

Mr PARKER: The member for Floreat is
the only remaining member of the
House directly involved in the nego-
tiations. The others have departed
from this place either voluntarily or
involuntarily.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
and his leader were certainly members
of the Cabinet at the time the contract
was negotiated. The member for
Gascoyne was also a member of the
Cabinet which signed that agreement.

We have a great deal of investment in
the iron ore industry in this State, and
the important point is that the $400
million to $600 million investment
which is going into the mining indus-
try, apart from the North-West Shelf,
is not on the basis of a Government
subsidy. It is on the basis of the free
enterprise philosophy about which the
Opposition talks but does nothing.

(4) The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
should be aware that the vast bulk of
electricity generation in this State is
based on coal, and there is nothing in
the coal contracts, also signed in one
case and the price negotiated in
another case by the former Govern-
ment, which requires the price of coal
to go down based on competitive oil
prices. Of course, that means there is
no reduction in that area of electricity
generation.

As far as gas tariffs to the consumer
are concerned I point out that, other
than companies which have direct
flow-on contracts like Alcoa, which
has achieved already a substantial re-
duction-and if our negotiations are
utimately successful it will achieve an
even more substantial one-and some
of the other companies which have
contracts similar to Alcoa, although
they make up only a very small pro-
portion, the situation is, a very tiny
proportion of the gas price they pay at
their houses is related to the wholesale
price of gas. The vast bulk of the price
is related to the financial, reticulation,
and other charges which are
associated with distributing a tiny
amount of gas-about 20 million cu-
bic feet of gas per day-to the gas cus-
tomers in the metropolitan area.

overall the State Energy Commission
is in a parlous financial position as a
result of the massive subsidies which
each and every gas and electricity con-
sumer in this State is required to pay
to the six companies involved in the
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North-West Shelf gas project as a re-
sult of the contracts written when the
Opposition was in Government.

The SPEAKER: Before I call for the next
question, I ask that Ministers keep
their answers concise and to the point.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Improved Conditions

11. Mrs WATKINS, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is the Minister aware of concerns

expressed by the West Greenwood
branch of the State School Teachers'
Union of WA (Inc.) regarding the re-
cent push for money to be spent on
junior grades only in primary schools
and for smaller classes and increased
DO2IT time?

(2) Is the Minister also aware that this
branch of the SSTU is urging that con-
sideration be given in these areas from
years I to 7 as well as to the provision
of teacher aides?

(3) Will the Minister indicate whether the
concerns expressed by the West
Greenwood branch of the SSTLJ are
well founded?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) The efforts made to improve

primary education in this State over
the last three years have not been
directed solely to the first three years
of primary education. We have
lowered the class sizes in both years I
and 2 as pant of the policy announced
before the 1983 elections and, in the
first instance, it can be said we have
concentrated our attention on class
sizes in the lower years of primary
education where they have the greatest
effect.
Increases in DOTT time made avail-
able to primary teachers have not been
confined to the first three years of pri-
mary education, but have applied to
primary school teachers in years 1 to

Our policy has been to increase DOTT
time for all primary teachers from
years t to 7, which can be compared
with the Opposition's policy of in-
creasing DOTT time for primary
teachers from years I to 3. However,

the Opposition is not in a position to
implement that policy, and it may
never be in that position.

(3) I am looking currently at spreading
teacher aide time across the whole of
the primary school spectrum instead
of concentrating it in the early class-
that is, year 1. However, an argument
exists to the effect that the production
of materials by junior primary
teachers is greater than that of pri-
mary teachers generally, and that as-
pect is being considered.
Clearly the branch is unaware of the
way in which the Government is
operating to the benefit of alt primary
teachers, primary children, and their
parents; and it appears to have made a
mistake in its belief that our excellent
policy is somehow mixed up with a
failed Opposition policy.

BUSINESSES

12. Mr

(I)

Country.- Decline

CRANE, to the Premier:
Is the Premier aware that there is a
very real and serious decline in
businesses in country areas?

(2) Does the Government have a policy of
support for country businesses during
these difficult times of the rural de-
cline?

(3) If "Yes", what is that policy?
(4) If "No", what is the reason for not

having a policy?

(5) Is the Premier aware that in Moora
the office of the welfare department
has received floor coverings for the
Clinch Street Community House,
without the local furnishing business
being given an opportunity to quote?

(6) Is the Premier further aware that the
same situation happened some
months ago in Moora when offices of
the Bush Fires Board and Fisheries
Department were similarly furnished?

(7) Would the Premier please investigate
these matters and advise me from
where the furnishings for the above
offices were purchased and why?

(8) Will the Premier give me an assurance
that the Government will give support
to country businesses by at least giving
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them an opportunity to quote for
Government business in country
towns?

In view of the complexity of these ques-
tions will the Premier answer them in de-
tail to me personally when the necessary
inquiries have been made?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) to (8) The member gave me a copy of

the question a couple of hours ago,
and I appreciate that notice. However,
as indicated by the member, it is a
very detailed question and it will be
necessary to do a considerable amount
of research before answering it. There-
fore, I shall comply with the last para-
graph of the question and will answer
the member in detail when the necess-
ary inquiries have been made.
I take this opportunity to indicate how
very proud I am of the great contri-
bution we were able to make during
our first three years in Government to
the relief of the problems being experi-
enced by the rural sector.
The National Party had something of
a rebirth at the last State election for
reasons other than its appeal to things
agricultural. it related to the way in
which the Liberal Party had occupied
the agricultural stage in this State's
politics and the way in which former
members of the National Country
Party had fled to the bosom of the
Liberal Party, in which bosom they
felt more comfortable. That really ex-
plains the re-emergence of the
National Party,
What does not explain the re-emerg-
ence of the National Party is the daz-
zling performance of the present
Government in catering for and ac-
commodating the needs of rural pro-
ducers to whom we acknowledge pre-
eminent status in our State's economy.

Mr Thompson: Does Ken Mclver agree
with you?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I think Ken Mclver
is one of the strongest exponents of
the virtues of Labor in Government
for farmers.
Under the present Minister for
Agriculture-I shall be brief, Mr
Speaker-when he was Minister for
Transport, the greatest strides ever in

this State's history were made to
lessen the burden of transport costs on
farmers.

Mr MacKinnon: What does that have to
do with the question?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Does the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition have a copy
of the question?

Mr MacKinnon: No.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Then I understand

why he does not know what miy
answer has to do with the question
and I shall read the relevant part of it
which says-

Is the Premier aware that there is
a very real and serious decline in
businesses in country areas?

Businesses in country areas pay
transport costs, do they not? We were
responsible for lessening transport
costs to country areas in a way that no
previous Government has been able to
do. The present Minister for
Agriculture, when Minister for
Transport, was the subject of con-
siderable praise from the Primary In-
dustry Association and the PGA for
his efforts, as well as from the Leader
of the National Party-and he was
grateful for that-but not from other
members on his side of the House.
They demonstrated a meanness about
their praise that was part of the reason
for their despatch at the last State elec-
tion.
Where is the former member for
Narrogin, that paragon of the interests
of farmers? Where is the former mem-
ber for Katanning-Roe? Hie has gone
straight out the door as if it were re-
volving!
I shall answer the member's question
in detail, and in doing so I shall add to
the illustrious record we have built up
already as the party which is the
farmers' friend.

HEALTH
Reye 's Syndrome: Risk

13. Dr LAWRENCE, to the Minister for
Health:

in view of the recent alarmist media
coverage, would the Minister inform
us--
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(I)
(2)

What is Reye's syndrome?
What advice should be given to
parents to avoid any risk of the syn-
drome?

(3) What is being done with a view to
public protection?

(4) What is the incidence of Reye's syn-
drome in Western Australia?

(5) Given that the disease is associated
with the administration of aspirin,
could the Minister tell us which
products include aspirin?

M r TAYLOR repl ied:
I had this question asked, the reason
being that in yesterday's Daily News
and also in this morning's The West
Australian there appeared two articles
which really drew to the attention of
the public problems associated with
aspirin in the United Kingdom; and I
thought it was important from the
point of view of public knowledge to
use this forum to make some com-
ments in relation to this Matter. The
answers to the member's questions are
as follows-
(1) Reye's syndrome is a rare disease

which affects the brain and liver.
It causes severe vomiting and
altered consciousness varying
from delirium to coma. It can also
cause death or permanent brain
damage.

(2) Advice to parents should be-
In order to avoid any risk of
the development of Reye's
syndrome which might be
associated with the adminis-
tration of aspirin, the alterna-
tive drug, paracetamol,
should be given to children
and teenagers with fever.

(3) The Commonwealth has asked
manufacturers to enclose a warn-
ing with future packaging. Cur-
rent package labelling is as fol-
lows-

Warning-this medication
may be dangerous when used
in large amounts or for a long
period. ; or
Caution-this preparation is
for the relief of minor and
temporary ailments and

should be used strictly as
directed. Prolonged use with-
out medical supervision
could be harmful.

Princess Margaret Hospital has a
policy of using paracetamnol-
Pan adol-instead of aspirin
where possible. However, there
are some circumstances where as-
pirin is the appropriate drug and
must be administered-e.g. juv-
enile arthritis.

This question relates to the exist-
ence of the syndrome in WA.

(4) The latest Health Department fig-
ures are for 1983 and 1984 and
show that there were no cases of
children or teenagers admitted to
hospital within Western Australia
due to Reye's syndrome. 1985
data has not yet been processed.
(Advice of B. Brooks, Health Stat-
istician.)

(5) For the information of members
and, I am sure, the public, the
products which include aspirin
are in fact numerous. The ones
that people should be aware of in-
clude Disprin, Alka Seltzer,
Aspro, Bex, and Tynees. That is
the extent of the list in regard to
this type of pain relief measure. I
should also mention from the
point of view of administering
these sorts of medicines to chil-
dren that the two exceptions
which certainly do not contain
any aspirin are Panadol and
paracetamol.

MIDLAND ABATTOIR: SALE
Documents.- Tabling

14. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Will the Minister table all papers and

documents relating to the recent sale
of the Midland abattoir and livestock
sale complex?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) 1 will table all relevant papers.

(2) There is no secrecy involving that
transaction.
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HOUSING: RENTAL
Collie: Maintenance

15. Mr TOM JONES, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Is the Minister aware of an article in

the Collie Mail of Thursday, 5 June,
concerning a reported survey of hous-
ins needs in Collie and, in particular,
the comment of inadequate mainten-
ance of Homeswest rental properties?

(2) If this is true, could the Minister ex-
plain what action he will take to rem-
edy the situation?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) and (2) Yes, the article has been drawn

to my attention. I am particularly con-
cerned that a survey carried out by a
research officer appointed by me fol-
lowing approaches by the local mem-
ber and attached to the Collie Shire
Council should have been made pub-
lic without prior consultation. The
survey in fact was carried out as part
of the preparation of a report on the
housing situation in Collie, which is
due to be completed in July or August
this year.
I initiated this study because I wanted
the local government authority to be
involved in identifying local housing
needs and in recommending the best
course of action to address these
needs.
While I accept that there have been
problems in respect of maintenance to
rental properties in Collie, Homneswest
has recently rearranged its mainten-
ance service there, and already there
has been evidence of improvement.
Since coming to office, the present
Government has had to take special
action to make up for nine years of
neglect under the previous Liberal
Government.
In Collie, for instance, this has
involved-

A perimeter fence upgrading pro-
gramme at an estimated cost of
$360 000;
a roof maintenance programme
costing $50 000;
introduction of an internal
heating policy for pensioner units;

a $1.5 million programme
grade the interior of
properties in Collie.

to up-
rental

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
Returns

16. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Is it correct that each local govern-

ment authority in this State is
required to submit to the department
an official return setting down the re-
sults of all council elections?

(2) If "Yes", is this information, includ-
ing the percentage of eligible voters
who voted, released or available to the
public?

(3) If "No", would he agree to make the
information available to me and the
key interest groups involved in local
government?

Mr
(1)

CARR replied:
to (3) 1 thank the member for
Karrinyup for sufficient notice of his
question to enable me to obtain the
necessary information. Under the pro-
visions of section 138 of the Local
Government Act, a council must pre-
pare and send to the Minister a return
of an election in the prescribed
form-form 19-within seven days
after the declaration of the poll. The
information prescribed in form 19 in-
cludes the number of electors on the
roll and the percentage of electors who
voted. Some of the information from
form 19 is gazetted according to the
electoral regulations. This does not in-
clude the number of electors on the
roll or the percentage of electors who
voted. Mlthough the information has
not been published, I have no
objection to the member and groups
in general with an interest in local
government having access to this in-
formation.
I also point out that this year for the
first time, in addition to that statutory
requirement, the department
circulated to all local councils a ques-
tionnaire seeking further information
relating to the elections; and it is
intended that when it is collated it will
become a source of research material
for people with an interest in local

135



136 [ASSEMBLY]

government to refer to. It is still being
collated; but when it is completed it
will be available. The information will
be forwarded to local councils around
the State, and it will be available to
people such as the member and any-
one else who seeks access to it.

ENVIRONMENT
Cossack: Teniniwe Eradication

17. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Minister for
Planning:

Can the Minister outline progress in
the termite eradication programme at
Cossack?

Mr PEARCE replied:
I am pleased to advise the House that
in fact the historic town of Cossack
was saved through the intervention-

Several members interjected.
Mr Brian Burke: The "Minister for heri -

tage" does not involve having to pre-
serve you!.

Mr Parker: He is not a national treasure!
Mr PEARCE: Some of the wooden heads

on the other side of the House would
not have lasted 1 5 minutes at Cossack
previously. However, they would be
perfectly safe today if they would like
to go there.

Mr Blaikie: You have an old wooden chip
on your shoulder!

Mr PEARCE: When I heard of the prob-
lem-the great and ferocious invasion
of Cossack by termites from the
Northern Territory which were in the
process of eating the buildings away
and letting the rest of them fall
down-I was able to apply a grant of
$ 13 500 which was generously sup-
plied by the Treasurer to have instant
action taken to stop the termite in-
vasion. I was in Cossack last week and
was able to confirm first-hand that in
fact the operation had been totally
successful and had set in train-

Mr Laurance: Did you get a local fellow to
do the job?

Mr PEARCE: Yes, I did-Flick and Co
from Karratha. Their representative
came to Cossack and "one flick and
they were gone"! It is true. The Flick
control operator approached me on
my first visit to Cossack; I made the
arrangements with him on the spot
and I went back to check if they hid
worked.
The fact is that tens of thousands of
dollars have been spent on restoration
one way or the other in the town of
Cossack, a town which was about to
collapse in every sense. The Cossack
Restoration Society was about to col-
lapse because it was sick of trying to
raise funds and keep the operation
going when they really lacked the
capacity for ongoing maintenance.
I set in train last week a Cossack task
force which will have the job not only
of ensuring that buildings which have
been restored continue to be restored
but also which will result in people
living in Cossack again for the first
time in almost 30 or 40 years.
The task force's job is to restore
Cossack as a town in which people live
and to attract significant tourist devel-
opments so that people visiting the
north-west will have a very attractive
place to visit.
Members opposite can laugh, but I be-
lieve that kind of concept of bringing
historic and abandoned towns to life
as tourist centres-

Mr Court: You were asked to do some-
thing three years ago.

Mr Brian Burke: Give credit where credit
is due.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member's
time has just about been eaten away!.

Mr PEARCE: I certainly would not dream
of putting the Flick man onto you, Mr
Speaker!
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